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State of the Pinelands 2026

The Pinelands Alliance presents this annual report to 

by our federal, state, and local government agencies. 

We seek to provide the public and the agencies themselves with a report 

natural treasure. 

1. upholds the integrity of the Comprehensive Management Plan (CMP);
2.
3.
4. ensures the integrity of the water supply for people and the ecosystem;
5. enhances the cultural and historic resources of the area; and
6.

we gave the agency a thumbs up

we gave the agency a thumbs down. 
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can evolve to deal with these changes and become more resilient for the future.

respect has been eroded and care for people and the environment has changed so much. We are constantly 
challenging the belief that public land and resources are there for unrestricted personal use. We must 

Pinelands we all cherish.

Jaclyn Rhoads

Pinelands Alliance’s Vision and Future Challenges

Jaclyn Rhoads

Scan the QR code to read about 
our new name, logo, and mission. 
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The New Jersey Pinelands

Congress passed the which established the Pinelands 
. 

the Commission to adopt a Comprehensive Management Plan (CMP) to manage development 
throughout the region.

Many residents do not know that all new 
development in the Pinelands is controlled 

use plan. The CMP is designed to preserve 

human use and some growth around the 

by 15 Commissioners who serve voluntarily. 
Seven Commissioners are appointed by the 

one by the U.S. Secretary of the Interior. 

 

that lie beneath the Pinelands. 

What the Pinelands Commission and 
 

is remarkable. But this region faces an 
 
 

 
advocacy the Pinelands Alliance works to protect this great wilderness  
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sudden rollbacks of environmental and public 

The speed and scale of these changes show 

development that could address the energy crisis. 
These contradictory policies accelerate climate 

advocates to be undone on our watch. 

maintains some of the strongest environmental 

from yet another layer through the Comprehensive 
Management Plan (CMP). These layers create 

moment underscores why we must defend every 

them for granted.

One powerful step New Jersey can take is to create 
another

Alliance has been working to build momentum 

Spotlight Issue: 
Building Lasting, Layered Protections in Uncertain Times

A Green Amendment establishes every resident’s right to clean air, pure water, and a healthy environment. Photo by Charles Aitken
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Rules Need Enforcement

employees carrying out the daily work of applying 

and execute the Pinelands Comprehensive 
 

 

sheltered from the sweeping changes happening at 
the federal level. 

The impacts cascade downward. The Pinelands 

relies heavily on federal funding. As Washington 

stretch thinning resources even further. 

who are threatened by the state of our union. The 

our natural heritage are now being swept aside. 

This is a moment that demands resolve. Call 

Pinelands can do. 

This is the Pinelands Commission Building, where Commissioners meet monthly 
with the public to review proposals and enforce the CMP.

Your voice matters. Call your representatives and demand better for the Pinelands and beyond. Photo by Sarah Puleo.
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Federal Government Northern Pine snakes are threatened in New Jersey. Photo by Robert Ferguson II

 In 1978, Congress created the 

 
  

Interior proposed a rule that would rescind habitat 

This change fundamentally undermines the 

leading cause of species endangerment.

Reversed Course on Renewable Energy  

fuel markets.

have an immediate environmental impact and 

emissions worsen climate change.

businesses and consumers. It sharply shortened 
the window for developers of wind and solar 
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EPA, Department of Interior, Department 

 

far narrower understanding of environmental 

up toxic sites.

awarded over $1.2 million in grant funds to the 

the department announced it would relocate 

Pinelands Commission Funding  
 

for 29 years. This program tracks the economic 
health of the Pinelands region through indicators 

providing a baseline to evaluate the overall health 

Aerial View of the Jersey-Atlantic Wind Farm. The Trump administration is preventing 
similar clean energy projects from developing. Photo credit by Drones Flown

Inside a Pinelands Commission Meeting
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State Legislature
Flooding in Batsto Village from Hurricane Irene – The Climate Superfund Bill 

would make fossil fuel corporations pay their share for the damages caused by 
climate change. Image by New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection

 
Bill Proposed to Remove Farmland  
from “Redevelopment” Eligibility 

rather than destroying valuable natural and 
agricultural lands at risk. 

and Housing Law. Pinelands Alliance is working 

from local redevelopment areas as well. We are 

also exclude any forested land that has not been 

previously disturbed. The bill was not heard in 

 
 

for this expensive and environmentally harmful 

Senate Bill No. 4941 to prohibit expenditure of 
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passage in the new session.

Amendment 

Alliance strongly supports the Green Amendment. 

proposed by the Legislature through concurrent 

The Green Amendment faced delays in the 

The 

100% Clean Energy Bill Advances 

Jersey needs to reduce its emissions from 

Climate Superfund Bill is Stalled 

with losses exceeding $1 billion each. These 

paid for billions of dollars of repairs through 

The Climate Superfund Bill would make the 

for the damages caused by climate change in 

impacts.

moved slowly through the Legislature. 

Severe storms are becoming more common due to climate change. Photo by Justin Curtis
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The REAL Rules help to increase coastal resiliency as sea levels rise each year.  
Photo by Dennis AbriolaThe Governor

 
Weakened Climate Resilience Rules 

threats posed by rising sea levels by proposing 
serious changes to how we build and plan along a 
coastline that is increasingly impacted by climate 
change.

prompted Governor Murphy to weaken the rules. 

rise used for planning from 5.1 feet to 4.4 feet 

from 5 feet to 4 feet. While these changes may 

onto homeowners who will face greater exposure 

Pinelands Commission Appointments:

 
Bob Jackson Nominated 

More than two years have passed since the 
Pinelands Commission lost one of its most 
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seats sit vacant.

more than meets that standard. As a former 

and hard against the natural gas pipeline proposed 
over a decade ago. His refusal to compromise the 

integrity and independence.

Bills Signed to Control Energy Costs 
and Expand Community Solar 

New Jersey residents already pay some of the 

resiliency.

No roof? No problem! 

N
turning warehouse roofs and abandoned 

Subscribers to the Community Solar 

energy bills. 

Benefits to solar energy is endless! Soybeans thrive under solar panels on an 
experimental Rutgers farm in Bridgeton, NJ. This is Daniel Ward, Director of Rutgers 
Agricultural Research and Extension Center. 
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Piping Plovers live within the Pinelands National Reserve and nest and 
feed along the shoreline; yet another reason we need coastal resilience 

to protect their habitat. Photo Credit US Fish and Wildlife Service.

NJ Department of Environmental Protection (NJDEP)

Resiliency 

increasing on average by about 9 inches over the 

the canary in the coal mine of climate peril. If the 

scenario (meaning we do some

residents in the direct path of harm from coastal 

and using new data from the New Jersey Climate 

 

 

engagement process. Proposals must also include 
a 
applicants to explain how they will address key 
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grass and rarely considers modern hybrid systems 

implemented a formal map to show where motor 

 

Wharton Map.

Damage from illegal off-road vehicles (ORVs) in Wharton State Forest.  
The Wharton Map helps to prevent damage like this in the Pinelands.

Forest Floor by Jordan Marsh
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With the help of Pinelands Alliance, our partners, and the Pinelands Commission,  
Black Run Preserve will be preserved for future generations.Pinelands Commission

 
Headwaters of the Black Run Preserve 

in Evesham Township were poorly sorted into 

Thanks to an Ecological Integrity Assessment 

the astounding fact that the Watershed itself is 

Thanks to CMP Amendments adopted by the 

property forming the headwaters of the Black 

reducing the number of houses and development 
that can occur. The Pinelands Commission has also 

Working on Reforms to  

When Pinelands Alliance teamed up with 

around Pemberton Lake to make it accessible 

adding a layer of chemically inert crushed stone 

that the Pinelands Commission interprets its 

years and an expensive variance process to secure 
approval. The same problem is plaguing a similar 
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Preserve. 

These experiences have highlighted the need for 

The Commission recognizes that its rules were 

accessibility improvements that bring real public 

yet. The Commission focused its annual Permanent 

has begun to hash out the details of what CMP 
amendments for accessible trails would entail at 

Pinelands Commissioners Pushing Back  
 

unregulated within this fragile ecosystem. Even 

does concern about how these contaminants may 

and rare species. 

Although the Commission has approved at least 

have become increasingly vocal about the need for 
change. Even though the Pinelands Commission 

every year. This was not widely known when 

amendments to the Comprehensive Management 

List of Protected Plant Species  
Remains Outdated 

development that would harm endangered or 
designated rare plants. But when the list guiding 

plant species that were once abundant are now in 

rare are recovering. Yet the Pinelands Commission 
has been reluctant to update its list of protected 

an outdated snapshot of ecological risk. It is 

unchecked development.

The Pinelands Alliance is a member of the NJ Plant 

governmental agencies to raise awareness about 
rare plants. We recommend that the Pinelands 

available science and adopt a mechanism to keep 
the list current. This can be done with reference 

The Pemberton Lake Trail was updated to be accessible and opened to the public in 
October of 2025 after a three-year MOA process with the Pinelands Commission.
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County Government Sunrise in Black Run by Natalie Sutherland

 

Across New Jersey (CHANJ) program. From 

culture. 

the beauty of the Pinelands through abundant 

 
 

Stay Up-To-Date on Hot Issues  
at the Pinelands Commission 

Pinelands

to help the public follow the story behind 
the bureaucracy. We provide context for 
discussions with long histories and bring in 
relevant research to explain the science that 
informs the issues. 
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Cedar Swamp by Ann Darlington

them. Winslow Township Mayor Lawrence has 

to regulate large water withdrawals from the 

The Pinelands Commission regulates water 

Winslow Township has already reached its 

are being sent to the Winslow Township planning 

permit. These permits can only be granted when 

capacity to meet the demand without risking 

If the lawsuit succeeds and restricts the 

residents count on.

Evesham Township Residents and Elected 

Preserve Headwaters

When the Pinelands Commission makes a 

immediately. When changes are made that 

given a grace period to decide how to integrate 
them into their own community plans. Towns 

Pinelands Commission amends the Pinelands 
CMP. Evesham Township residents have been 

Local Government



which would add environmental rights to the state 

The proposed amendment would recognize that 

impacts in their decisions.

Data Centers Are Coming - Are Officials 
Prepared to Evaluate Local Impact?

way to a boom in data centers driven by 

and transparency concerns.

people. The Vineland facility proposes 

Their enormous energy demand is straining 

struggles to keep pace. While the Vineland 
facility plans to eventually supply much of its 

well beyond city limits.

expanded from a data center into a full natural 

as much electricity as the city currently 

impact analysis at any stage. By using the 

oversight and accountability.

Commissioner Jeffrey Nash from Camden County has adopted supportive resolutions for 
the Green Amendment.

2026



 

Southampton Township residents voted to approve 
important upgrades to their school buildings and 

not have been fully understood or reviewed.

can handle high use without toxic exposure or 

solar panels that are only about halfway through 

school every year.  

Towns Partnering with the Alliance  
to Create Accessible Trails 

There are far too few accessible trails in the 

Pemberton and Evesham Townships have both 

trails accessible for people using wheelchairs 
and walkers at Pemberton Lake and the Black 

2026

Pinelands Legacy Society

Many people who love the Pinelands look to the Alliance to protect 

joined the Pinelands Legacy Society and included the Alliance in 
their estate plans. 
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Beautiful views of a Black Run Preserve  
trail in Evesham, NJ.Non-Governmental Organizations

Pinelands Alliance and others who are willing to take bold stands for nature and our environment.

Different Ways to Give in 2026

through Donor Advised Funds. 

 

To explore these and other ways to support our work, please contact 
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Standing Above the Rest. Photo by Gregory Fischer.

Individuals Who Made a Difference

 

 

resources throughout his long and storied career. Kean served two terms as 

  

John McPhee holds a special place in the hearts of those who love the Pine 

has said that reading the book and talking with McPhee helped galvanize his 



Highlights of Our Work in 2025

 

Advocacy 

development.

Science

goals and policies of the Pinelands.      

Regenerative Farming and Food Justice  

Against Hunger program. 

These accomplishments are funded by generous donors like you. Here is a small 
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The Pinelands Alliance 

 
to protect the wildest place in New Jersey.

 
we work to make sure the Pinelands are here for future  

 
people like you.

PLEASE DONATE TODAY! 
www.PinelandsAlliance.org 
609-859-8860 | info@pinelandsalliance.org
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