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October 18, 2023 
 
Dear Valued Shareholder:  
 
As we near the completion of our first Burlington CSA Box Program, we have already been working to 
ensure a productive 2024 farm season.  We have been sowing cover crops to protect our soils in the 
winter months and build soil fertility; we have been spreading compost and working on our crop rotation 
plan to determine which crops will go in which fields next year;  and our terrific garlic crop will be 
planted at the end of the month and tucked in with straw mulch for the winter.    
 
It is also time to take stock of how we did this year as we evaluate our production, distribution, and 
growing methods.  We haven’t yet compiled our harvest and distribution numbers but I feel that our 
hard-working farmers gave us a very strong 2023 farm season.   There were no CSA weeks where I felt 
as though the boxes we delivered to you were lacking or that the quality and freshness of the produce 
was below expectations.  There were some crops such as onions, melons, and fall broccoli that were 
underachievers but we had some real bumper crops in 2023 like blackberries, potatoes, lettuce, garlic, 
sweet potatoes, fennel, peppers, spring beets, fall greens, and snow peas.  And we offered some new 
crops like Asian pears, radicchio, yellow carrots and sweet corn.  Of the latter, a number of shareholders 
said it was the best sweet corn they’ve ever had which is certainly high praise coming from New 
Jerseyans!    
 
And while producing chemical-free produce is our main focus, our work at Rancocas Creek Farm goes 

much further.  Some highlights from 2023 are:  

Planting 45 trees  
Involving close to 100 volunteers  

Hosting Interns from The Opportunity League 
Installing solar generation  

Training new and beginning farmers  
Offering farm tours to school groups, garden clubs, state agencies and other farmers  

Organizing a lacto-fermentation workshop  
Raising 12 heritage pigs on pasture  

Establishing pollinator habitat in conjunction with NRCS  
Organizing a sold-out Farm to Table Dinner (Garden State Plate) with Jeffrey Miller Catering and 

local farmers  
Increasing needed farm space with the construction of a new barn  

Donating over 3 tons of produce (to-date) to New Jerseyans in need.  
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And the list goes on.  In the coming weeks we will dive deeper into all of our production numbers and 
write down things to replicate, tweak and outright change going forward.   And perhaps our best gauge 
is our renewal rate from year-to-year.  We hope that the CSA gave you a great value for your food dollar 
and brought you and your family many other benefits.   
 
For the 2024 farm season, a 21 week ‘Burlington Box Share’ will be $535 ($1.66 more per week). 
 

The payment schedule is: $125 deposit  /  $205 due Feb. 1st /  $205 due May 1st ($20 discount for 
PPA members).  

Let me conclude by saying how profoundly grateful we are to have you as a part of our farm.  It truly is 
a covenant wherein you trust and support us and we work extremely hard to get you great value for your 
food dollar.  Farming is an inherently risky endeavor fraught with challenges but having such amazing 
shareholders helps us mitigate some risks and your enthusiasm and energy feeds us all year long.  We 
are thrilled to get messages like this one from a shareholder:   
 

The FARM is a gift. When I read the CSA Newsletter, I just feel good….  As in GOOD!!!  
Thank you for ALL the work, sweat, tears and plain grit!  

 
Truly, to EVERYONE - Thank you.  It is just a wonder to be a part of Rancocas Creek Farm  

  
Music to our ears!  It was great working with The Opportunity League to bring you the inaugural year of 
this boxed share program and we hope you will join us again in 2024!     
 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

Jeff Tober 
Farm Manager 
Rancocas Creek Farm 
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