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Mission of the National Wildlife 
Refuge System

“Administer a national network of lands 
and waters for the conservation, 
management, and where appropriate, 
restoration of the fish, wildlife, and plant 
resources and their habitats within the 
United States for the benefit of present 
and future generations of Americans.”







The two Refuges merge…

• In 1984, Edwin B. 
Forsythe NWR was 
created

• Over 48,000 acres
• About 50 miles 

between Brick and 
Galloway

• Over 330,000 
visitors/year



Edwin B. Forsythe NWR

• Salt Marsh - 78%
• Forested - 17%
• Grasslands - 3%
• Barrier Island Beaches and Coastal Dunes - 2%



Edwin B. Forsythe NWR

• Piping plovers & beach-nesting birds
• Saltmarsh sparrows and Eastern black rails
• Visitation and Wildlife Drive
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Salt Marsh Habitats





During – December 2020

After – July 2021





2022



$4,997,124 to 
Brick Township



$4,998,109 to 
Stafford Township



December 2020



Shoreline Sand Nourishment



Direct



Impoundments
Fresh (non-tidal)
Brackish (tidal)

Absecon

Smithville

Oceanville

Tuckerton













The Future

• Is not crystal clear
• R-A-D option will change over time in 

different areas
• Implications for lands being held that are 

not being managed?





THANK YOU! 
Questions?
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