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Introduction
Welcome to the New Jersey Pine Barrens
This booklet is an introduction to photographing the New Jersey Pine Barrens. The Pines 
are a protected natural area encompassing over 20% of New Jersey. Within this area are 
beautiful landscapes and unusual history. What was an industrial center in the 18th and 
19th centuries became a wilderness in the 20th and 21st. That created a landscape so 
unique and beautiful that the state preserved and protected over 1 million acres of it. 

This guide will take you to five of the best and easiest places to photograph the Pine 
Barrens. Each location has a description, location and other useful information. The 
locations have an address if there is one or directions if not. There are also GPS 
coordinates provided so you can find your own way to these locations. My complete 
photography guide to the Pine Barrens will be coming out in 2021 with over 45 beautiful 
and scenic locations. 

What You Should Know
Anytime you are outside in nature, dressing properly will make you comfortable and protect 
you from the elements. During the summer months bugs can be an issue. We have biting 
flies and mosquitoes along with ticks and chiggers. Bug repellent should be a standard 
part of any photographer’s gear. It is also recommended that you wear long pants in the 
summer to protect your legs. 

Two of the locations in the guide require driving on unpaved sand roads. These roads are 
well maintained and can be driven in just about any car. Keep in mind that these roads are 
unpaved and severe weather can have an effect on their condition. Common sense is as 
important as your camera when taking photographs here or anyplace else.  

Camera Gear
I am a strong believer that you can make a great photograph with any combination of 
camera and lens. In the Pine Barrens, I have found the following gear to be ideal:
• The best range of lens for landscapes are the full frame camera equivalent of 24mm to 

200mm. 
• If you have other interests like wildlife, macro, etc., bring these lenses along too.
• A tripod. Even though the newest cameras have amazing image stabilization and 

noise control, a tripod will hold your camera still allowing you to refine and perfect your 
compositions. If nothing else, a tripod forces you to slow down and really think about 
the photographs you are making. 

• A polarizing filter, if you know how to use it, can come in handy to reduce glare and 
reflections in the water. 

• Common sense items like extra batteries and cards, a comfortable backpack or camera 
bag rain cover, etc. are all helpful to ensure a successful photography trip to the Pine 
Barrens. 
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Location Description
This entrance to the 12,000 acre Franklin Parker Preserve 
is probably one of the most scenic areas of the Pine 
Barrens. This approximately one mile hike on old cranberry 
bog roads has open, expansive views almost every step of 
the way. It is more of a journey than a destination. The main 
feature, but definitely not the only one, is the Bald Eagle 
Reservoir with many cedar stands and an occasional bald 
eagle. There is a porta potty in the larger parking lot on the 
left side of Route 563 (driving south). Follow the map here 
which follows a small part of the Yellow and White trails 
along with a few unmarked ones. The trail consists of old 
sand roads, so it is easy walking and flat. Website: https://
njconservation.org

Directions
Address: Route 563, Chatsworth, NJ - Look for the large 
sign at the parking entrance. You can park on either side 
of the road, but it is best to use the area that is right on the 
road on the west side of Rt. 563. 

GPS Coordinates
UTM: 39.778889, -74.541361  
Long/Lat: 39°46’44.0”N 74°32’28.9”W. 

Other Information
•	 Season: Any, but spring and fall are best. 
•	 Time of Day: Sunrise, early morning, late afternoon 

and Sunset. 
•	 Lenses: Wide angle to telephoto. There are so many 

things to photograph both at the reservoir and the 
trails leading to and from it. Everything from intimate 
landscapes to wide views of bogs that have returned to 
their natural state. 

From Richard Lewis 
RichardLewisPhotography.com

The Franklin Parker Preserve Speedwell Entrance
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Location Description
Friendship is a town that was once the center of a large 
cranberry farming operation. There is not much left outside 
of a few foundations and several abandoned bogs that are 
somewhat difficult to get to. It also is the location of one 
of the most iconic landscape shots in the Pine Barrens, 
Friendship Bridge with stunning views of the Shane’s 
Branch (creek). Next to the bridge is an open meadow 
where there are foundations from the original town. They 
make great foregrounds for photography. There is also an 
iconic tree which you cannot miss because it stands by 
itself in the meadow. There are no facilities here. 

Directions 

GPS Coordinates
UTM: 39.751167, -74.585167
Long/Lat: 39°45’04.2”N 74°35’06.6”W

Driving Directions
From Tabernacle: Drive south on Carranza Road for 10 
miles. The paved road becomes hard packed sand in about 
6.5 miles. When the woods open up to a wide meadow 
after a bridge, you are there. 

From Chatsworth: Drive south on Rt. 562 for 4 miles and 
turn left on Friendship Speedwell Road. The road starts out 
paved and becomes hard packed sand. Continue for about 
1.25 miles to a T intersection and you are there. 

Other Information
•	 Season: Fall, winter or spring. There can be great Fall 

colors here. 
•	 Time of Day: Sunrise or sunset with sunset being the 

better of the two. In the winter months the sun will set 
over the Shane’s Branch. 

•	 Lenses: Wide angle to telephoto.

From Richard Lewis 
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Friendship Bridge & Ruins
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Location Description
Pakim Pond is a small scenic pond in Brendan Byrne State 
Forest. It is an easy-to-navigate scenic area. There are nice 
views of the pond from the picnic area, but better views 
are a short walk away on the far side of the pond. Follow 
the Batona Trail (pink trail blazes) and look for openings 
in the trees for views of the pond, the bog to the north, 
opposite the pond, and the trail itself. Along the shoreline 
during the spring and summer you will see carnivorous 
plants like the Pitcher Plant and Sundew. Small orchids are 
sometimes seen in the spring. Also, on the far end of the 
pond is a dense cedar swamp. These unusual landscapes 
are normally not easy to access, but this one can be easily 
photographed from the trail. Restrooms are located here.

Directions 

GPS
UTM: 39.879277, -74.531696
Long/Lat: 39°52’45.4”N 74°31’54.1”W 

Driving	Directions	from	Rt.	70	and	72	traffic	circle
Drive east on Rt. 72 for 1 mile and turn left on Mike’s 
Causeway by the park sign. In .3 miles turn right on Shinn’s 
Road (unmarked paved road). Go 2 miles to the parking lot 
for Pakim Pond. You will pass the park office along the way. 

Other Information
•	 Season: Any. Spring, fall and winter are best when 

there are less people at the pond on the weekends. 
•	 Time of Day: Any, but morning is great for mist when 

conditions are right.
•	 Lenses: Wide angle to telephoto. Macro lens for the 

plants. 

From Richard Lewis 
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Pakim Pond
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Location Description
Whitesbog is a gem! Part of it is a preserved historic village 
that has been around since the 18th century. It is best 
known as the home of Elizabeth White who cultivated the 
blueberry. For landscape photographers you can drive to 
the many scenic bogs with great views. From the driveway 
leading into the village from Rt. 530 turn right and follow 
the hard packed sand road outside of the village. There 
are marked roads that are part of an auto trail of the bogs. 
The map below marks some of the views but there are a lot 
more. This is also a great spot for egrets and herons. The 
area is open from dawn to dusk. There are restrooms and a 
general store in the village. Website: https://whitesbog.org. 

Directions
Address: 100 West Whitesbog Road, Browns Mills, NJ

GPS
UTM: 39.959278, -74.509722
Long/Lat: 39°57’33.4”N 74°30’35.0”W

Other Information
•	 Season: Any, but spring and fall for colors. Summer 

brings herons and egrets. Winter brings tundra swans.
•	 Time of day: This is a great sunrise and sunset 

location, but there can also be great light throughout 
the day. 

•	 Lenses: Wide angle to telephoto for intimate 
landscapes and birds. Great macro opportunities too. 

From Richard Lewis 
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Whitesbog
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Location Description
Batsto is a restored historic 18th century village that 
was originally the site of an iron forge. Wander around 
the village for great views of the interiors and exteriors 
of the old buildings. In the summer months there are 
demonstrations, and the mills are usually working. Some 
of the best buildings are the mansion, grist mill, post office 
and general store, sawmill, and stables. The scenic Batsto 
Lake is easily accessed from the village and is a classic 
Pinelands view. If you don’t mind walking on a short hike, 
the Batsto River Trail also offers some viewpoints just 
outside of the village. There are restrooms and a gift shop 
in the visitor center. A map is not necessary because 
finding your way around Batsto Village is easy. Website: 
https://batstovillage.org

Directions
Address: 31 Batsto Rd, Hammonton, NJ

GPS for the parking area
UTM: 39.644611, -74.646917
Long/Lat: 39°38’40.6”N 74°38’48.9”W
 

Other Information
•	 Season: Any, but summer will have  

demos and more open buildings.
•	 Time of Day: Any, but the light can  

be nice in the early morning and late  
afternoon. Batsto Lake is a great  
sunset spot and can have mist  
in the morning. 

•	 Lenses: Wide angle to telephoto,  
Great macro opportunities too.

From Richard Lewis 
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Batsto Village
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My love for photography started in 1973 when I met my wife and her 35mm camera. Ever since then 
I’ve been involved with photography, first as a professional, and now an artist with a passion for the 
landscape. Being in nature has always given me a sense of awe and I want to share that with you 
through my photography. 

My biggest influences are great landscape painters like the artists of the Hudson River School of 
landscape painting, the Pennsylvania Impressionists, Andrew Wyeth, and others. As a result, I create 
photographs that have a painterly feel. Painterly does not mean creating photographs that look like 
paintings. A great landscape painting expresses the artist’s impression of a place and that is my goal with 
photography.

I’ve travelled to many places with my camera, but it is the local landscape near where I live that I am 
deeply connected to. No place is more special to me than the New Jersey Pine Barrens. The unique 
beauty hidden in the pine trees and tea colored water is a landscape I especially want to share and use 
as a vehicle to educate other photographers. 

Learn more and see more at 
RichardLewisPhotography.com
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