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1                   - - -
2            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  We're going
3     to begin the public comment.  We do
4     have our stenographer in place.
5            I have a list.  And what I'm
6     going to do is I'll call out and you
7     all know, since we have this process
8     going now for someone said six months,
9     you'll each have three minutes to speak

10     today.  And we're going to employ
11     something that we used at Monday's
12     public hearing, you'll see the
13     three minutes tick down on your white
14     board over there.  We ask that you
15     please have the courtesy to end your
16     statement at the end of three minutes.
17     There are many speakers, obviously,
18     that want to want to speak.  I'll
19     announce the name of the person who's
20     up next.  Also at the time I announce
21     their purpose.
22            Okay.  So we're going to begin
23     with Tom Mahedy and he will be followed
24     by John Gray.
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1            MR. MAHEDY:  Are you ready?
2            THE COURT REPORTER:  Spell your
3     name for me.
4            MR. MAHEDY:  Sure.  It's
5     M-a-h-e-d-y, Tom.
6            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Each speaker
7     should spell out their last name for
8     the stenographer.
9            Go ahead.

10            MR. MAHEDY:  First of all, this
11     is a total outrage, which just
12     occurred.  If -- if the Governor says
13     he's for transparency, he's for public
14     involvement, it's a big lie, because
15     what just happened here was a total
16     trumped-up charges.  He said he wanted
17     another public hearing.  That's not
18     against the law.  We're supposed to be
19     in a democratic country.
20            What just happened here is an
21     absolute outrage.
22            And you're sitting there and
23     you're agreeing with it?
24            Oh, well, it just happens that
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1     way?
2            Are you kidding me?
3            Did you just see what happened?
4            And you know why?  Because he
5     has spoken out against the MOA.  He has
6     spoken out against the pipeline.  And
7     they don't want anybody to speak out
8     against it.  They want to push it
9     through, both Chris Christie and George

10     Norcross, making a deal with the devil.
11     That's what they're doing, a deal with
12     the devil.  And you're saying you want
13     to push it through.  You don't want
14     anybody talking about health problems
15     with -- that's going to occur from
16     this, from burning of fracked gas,
17     which can cause lung ailments.  You
18     don't want to talk about the corruption
19     that happens all the way from the
20     Attorney General's office, because I've
21     dealt with them on the Fort Monmouth
22     Project for the last eight years.  And
23     they're as corrupt as can be, as are
24     Chris Christie and George Norcross.
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1            They made a deal years back when
2     George Norcross was caught on tape
3     threatening people with death.  And --
4     and Chris Christie said, That's okay,
5     I'm Attorney General, I'm going to
6     bypass that.  And you know what, I'm
7     going to talk to you about me becoming
8     the Governor of the United -- of
9     New Jersey.  And that's what happened.

10            And here's the picture of them,
11     shaking hands, right here, cutting a
12     deal with the Jersey devil.  The devil
13     is in the details.
14            You know what, the people are
15     not going to stand for this anymore.
16     And Chris Christie, if he wants to do
17     it this way, it's going to backfire on
18     him.  There's going to be a lot of
19     blowback.  And people are going to see
20     how -- how corrupt he is, pushing this
21     through.
22            And as far as Mr. Sullivan, he
23     would never go for this.  Mr. Sullivan
24     would never go for this.  He wanted the
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1     CMP to be as strong as possible.  And
2     you're sitting here and you're reading
3     it and you're having a moment of
4     silence?  And you're -- you're laughing
5     at him, because you're going to push
6     this through.  And he's rolling around
7     in his grave.  He spent his whole life
8     for the Pinelands.  And you're, Oh,
9     let's have a moment of silence, which

10     is a bunch of bullshit, you're a bunch
11     of liars, because you're pushing it
12     through at the same time -- no, I'm not
13     going to calm down, because this is
14     totally corrupt.
15            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  There's a
16     child in the room, Mr. Mahedy.
17            MR. MAHEDY:  Yeah, and that's --
18     and that's --
19            ATTENDEE:  This is life.
20            MR. MAHEDY:  And that's who we
21     are doing it for, the children.
22            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Right, I
23     under --
24            MR. MAHEDY:  And don't tell me
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1     who -- who is doing it for the children
2     and who is not.  You're doing it for
3     South Jersey Gas.  And you're doing it
4     for the corporate rule.  And you're not
5     doing it for the children.  You don't
6     care a second about the children.  And
7     you don't care about the Pinelands,
8     because that MOA, once it's passed,
9     it's going to open it up for everybody

10     else.
11            And the aquifer that's there,
12     just like it's done in other countries,
13     they're going to privatize it and
14     they're going to suck it out, like
15     Poland Springs does, like Coca-Cola
16     does, like Bechtel does, et cetera.
17            ATTENDEE:  Right.
18            MR. MAHEDY:  You don't care one
19     little bit about it all.
20            ATTENDEE:  Time.
21            MR. MAHEDY:  That's right, it is
22     time.  It's time for you to all resign.
23            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Thank you,
24     Mr. Mahedy.
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1            Mr. Gray.
2            (Applause)
3            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  So, and the
4     next speaker will be Frank Stets --
5     Steitz, sorry.
6            Good morning.
7            MR. GRAY:  Good morning.
8            My name is John Gray.  I'm the
9     Acting Director for the Office of

10     Permit Coordination and Environmental
11     Review, New Jersey Department of
12     Environmental Protection.
13            My office is responsible for the
14     overall coordination of the
15     Department's reviews of large and/or
16     complex projects, typically involving
17     three or more Department programs.
18            In the case of the repowering of
19     the BL England Power Plant and
20     associated South Jersey Gas pipeline,
21     the following programs reviewed
22     technical information:  Division of
23     Land Use Regulation, Division of Air
24     Quality, Division of Water Quality, the
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1     Natural and Historic Resources Program,
2     as well as facilitating the review by
3     the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.
4            Upon completion of this review,
5     the Department has determined that this
6     project will result in significant
7     improvements to the environment and
8     human health of the Pinelands region.
9            As my colleagues will cover some

10     of the more technical aspects of the
11     project, I will provide some overall
12     comments regarding it.
13            First, the alternatives analysis
14     report prepared by the applicant and
15     submitted to the Pinelands Commission
16     on June 18, 2012 determined the only
17     way to bring natural gas to the plant
18     was by a pipeline.  The Department
19     worked with the applicant to minimize
20     to the greatest extent practicable any
21     adverse impact.
22            The Department met many times
23     with South Jersey Gas and RC Holdings
24     to review the alternate routes and
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1     assess which route had the least amount
2     of land use and ecological impacts
3     while adhering to the DEP's Linear Line
4     policy to maintain lines within
5     existing rights-of-way to minimize
6     disturbance.
7            All necessary permits were
8     issued by the Department after thorough
9     reviews, including opportunities for

10     public comment, to minimize any impact
11     to air, wetlands and species habitat.
12            The DEP requires that this
13     project only remove a minimum of trees
14     for safety purposes and requires the
15     use of horizontal directional drilling
16     beneath any wetlands or stream
17     crossings to avoid adverse land impacts
18     and to stay within the existing
19     roadways or already disturbed
20     rights-of-way.
21            As estimated in DEP's latest
22     statewide Greenhouse Gas emissions
23     inventory, using EPA's methodology,
24     Greenhouse Gas emissions from natural
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1     gas transmission and distribution, also
2     known as T&D, amount to 2.5 million
3     metric tons or 2.2 percent of total
4     statewide emissions.  This sector is
5     very small relative to total statewide
6     releases.  Therefore, the Department
7     considers this new pipeline to have a
8     minimal impact on the State's
9     greenhouse gas emissions.

10            All applications made to the
11     Department and all subsequent approvals
12     limit the scope of the pipeline to the
13     purpose of repowering the BL England
14     power plant.
15            In closing, the Department fully
16     supports the repowering of BL England
17     power plant and fully supports the
18     South Jersey Gas pipeline to deliver
19     cleaner, more efficient natural gas.
20     The real and tangible environmental
21     improvements for this project will not
22     only benefit the Pinelands region, but
23     the State of New Jersey as a whole by
24     eliminating the last coal-fired power
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1     plant without modern controls in the
2     State.
3            Thank you very much.
4            (Applause)
5            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Mr. Steitz,
6     followed by Bill O'Sullivan.
7            ATTENDEE:  It's going to be
8     O'Sullivan first.
9            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Oh, okay.

10            MR. O'SULLIVAN:  My name is
11     William O'Sullivan.  I'm the Air
12     Director in the Division of Air Quality
13     for the Department of Environmental
14     Protection.
15            Now, Frank, who will follow me,
16     is my Assistant Director for Air
17     Quality Permitting.
18            I have had 40 years experience
19     with the Department, all in air
20     pollution control.
21            I started my career with a clean
22     air and water scholarship intern in
23     1968.  And some of you may remember
24     that, that program was -- was
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1     instituted by Richard Sullivan.  So I'm
2     here in part because of something he
3     did over 40 years ago.
4            I'm here to cover some air
5     pollution control history.  I've been
6     around a long time.  And so I've been
7     involved with this plant for well over
8     30 years as a regulator.  It's an old
9     plant, over 50 years old.  It's the

10     last, as John pointed out, coal plant
11     in New Jersey without good air
12     pollution control.
13            In the last few years it's been
14     the highest emitter of many air
15     pollutants, including sulfur dioxide,
16     which causes acid rain which is a
17     concern in the Pinelands.  It's also
18     highest for mercury and near highest
19     for nitrogen oxides, another component
20     of acid rain.
21            The plant burns the highest
22     sulfur coal of all plants in New Jersey
23     without a scrubber on one unit, which
24     is since shut down.  And doesn't have
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1     good air pollution control on the
2     remaining unit.
3            There is an enforceable
4     agreement and air pollution control
5     rules now that do require emission
6     reductions from this plant.  And
7     there's a plan on the table to achieve
8     those standards.
9            The RC Cape May company had

10     basically three key choices in
11     continuing to produce electricity at
12     this site.  One was to add air
13     pollution control and continue to burn
14     coal.  Two was to convert to oil.  And
15     three was convert to gas.  By far, gas
16     is the -- the cleanest option.  The
17     project is not just gas conversion.
18     It's also a repowering, that means the
19     coal boilers are being removed.  And a
20     gas turbine to replace the coal boilers
21     to increase the efficiency of electric
22     generation.  That results in less air
23     pollutions, less thermal discharge to
24     the water, and all around overt CO2
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1     emissions.
2            The new line cycle power plant,
3     because it has gas, because it is
4     combined cycle, because it has air
5     pollution control equipment for
6     nitrogen oxide is the catalyst, it
7     would be amongst the cleanest in the
8     United States.  I understand that
9     there's been some question on the

10     amount of annual operation that we can
11     expect from this plant and how this
12     plant is characterized.  It's a -- is
13     it a peaker?  Is it a baseload?
14     It's -- it's neither.  It's something
15     that we engineers characterize as
16     intermediate load.  And there's no hard
17     and fast --
18            ATTENDEE:  Time.
19            ATTENDEE:  Time.
20            MR. O'SULLIVAN:  There's no hard
21     and fast --
22            ATTENDEE:  Time.
23            ATTENDEE:  Time.
24            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Mr.
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1     O'Sullivan, you can just give us the
2     rest of your statement.  If you just
3     leave it...
4            MR. O'SULLIVAN:  I'll wrap up.
5            ATTENDEE:  No, time.
6            MR. O'SULLIVAN:  New Jersey has
7     a choice --
8            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  There's a
9     limit, Mr. O'Sullivan.

10            MR. O'SULLIVAN:  -- and that is
11     to generate clean electricity --
12            ATTENDEE:  Time.
13            ATTENDEE:  Sit down.
14            ATTENDEE:  Time.
15            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Please
16     respect our -- our limit.  It's a
17     three-minute limit.
18            MR. O'SULLIVAN:  Okay.
19            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  If you
20     submit the statement to us in
21     writing --
22            MR. O'SULLIVAN:  Oh, we'll be
23     happy to submit further in writing.
24     Thank you.
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1            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Thank you.
2            Mr. Steitz.
3            (Applause)
4            MS. WITTENBERG:  Mr. Chairman,
5     if I could just add, I forgot to remind
6     people, if you could please state and
7     spell your name for the benefit of the
8     stenographer.
9            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Yes, I'm

10     sure everyone heard that.
11            MS. WITTENBERG:  With Steitz
12     coming up, I thought there might be an
13     issue.
14            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Oh, yeah.
15            And the next is former
16     Commissioner Jay Mounier.
17            MR. STEITZ:  Good morning.
18            My name is Francis Steitz.  "S"
19     as in Sam, "t" as in Thomas, e-i, "t"
20     as in Thomas, "z" as in zebra.  And I'm
21     the Assistant Director for Air Quality
22     Permitting in the Division of Air
23     Quality, New Jersey DEP.
24            In that capacity I am
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1     responsible for supervising the overall
2     work operations of the Air Quality
3     Permitting Program, including the
4     review of Air Quality permit
5     applications.  The program reviews
6     applications to ensure conformance with
7     environmental statutes and regulations.
8     Included in this review are engineering
9     review of potential air emissions and

10     assessments of the health and
11     environmental impacts of those
12     emissions.  I have over 20 years of
13     experience as an air pollution control
14     engineer, evaluating proposed
15     facilities, including power generation
16     facilities.
17            My staff has reviewed the
18     application received from RC Cape May
19     for the repowering of the BL England
20     facility in Upper Township, Cape May
21     County.
22            After an opportunity for public
23     comment, an air quality permit for the
24     proposed permit, repowering, was
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1     approved by the Department on
2     April 30th of this year.  This project
3     consists of a construction of a 275
4     megawatt combined cycle turbine and the
5     conversion of a res -- or a residual
6     oil boiler to natural gas and the
7     retirement of two existing coal-fired
8     boilers.  The new plant must utilize
9     best available control technologies to

10     minimize air pollutant emissions.
11            Changing two coal units to one
12     new combined cycle unit approximately
13     doubles the efficiency, thereby
14     reducing all pollutants on a per
15     megawatt generation basis.
16            Carbon dioxide emissions are
17     expected to be reduced by at least
18     50 percent on a per megawatt basis.
19            Actual emissions of sulfur
20     dioxide are expected to be reduced by
21     at least 99 percent, resulting in up to
22     a 45 percent reduction in the maximum
23     ambient SO2 levels, sulfur dioxide.
24     This decrease will lower acid
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1     deposition in the Pinelands, since
2     sulfur dioxide reacts in the atmosphere
3     to form acidic sulfates.
4            Actual emissions of nitrogen
5     oxides are also expected to be reduced
6     by at least 75 percent, resulting in up
7     to a ten percent reduction in the
8     maximum ambient nitrogen dioxide
9     levels, lowering acid deposition in the

10     Pinelands.
11            Additionally, since nitrogen
12     dioxide also reacts in the atmosphere
13     to form ozone, there will be a positive
14     impact on ozone levels.  Lower ozone
15     also -- is also important for public
16     health, since all of New Jersey is,
17     including the Pinelands, exceeds
18     Federal air quality standards for
19     protection of health.
20            Actual emissions of particulates
21     are expected to be reduced by at least
22     30 percent, resulting in up to a
23     six percent reduction in maximum
24     ambient fine particle levels.  Fine
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1     particles have significant impacts on
2     cardiovascular and pulmonary health, so
3     reductions in fine particles improves
4     public health.  Reductions in fine
5     particles are expected to improve
6     visibility in the Pinelands and other
7     areas of New Jersey, including the
8     nearby Brigantine National Wildlife
9     Area.

10            Finally, a 94 percent reduction
11     in the allowable mercury emissions will
12     benefit fish, and animals that eat the
13     fish, including humans, lessening by --
14     lessening the bioaccumulation of
15     mercury.
16            Thank you.
17            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Thank you.
18            (Applause)
19            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  We have Jay
20     Mounier.  And after former Commission
21     Mounier, we have Mark Poolos.
22            MR. MOUNIER:  Good morning.
23            I'm Jay Mounier, M-o-u-n-i-e-r.
24            I'm a resident of Franklin
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1     Township.
2            I support the pipeline project
3     and I have submitted comments on the
4     MOA in writing by electronic mail.
5            I wanted to say a few words now
6     about the abuse of the public comment
7     process I have witnessed over the last
8     several months.
9            Everyone has the right to have

10     his or her opinion heard.
11            No one has the right to
12     filibuster at Pinelands Commission.
13            No one has the right to disrupt
14     public meetings by speaking out of turn
15     in a disorderly manner.
16            No one has the right to occupy
17     the time of the Commission and the
18     public in attendance by repeating the
19     same things week after week.
20            No one has the right to use
21     public comment as a cover for personal
22     attacks on anyone.
23            No one has the right to slander
24     and/or demean others in a public
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1     comment.
2            And, especially, no one has a
3     right to threaten anyone else in the
4     course of making comment.
5            And I've heard all of that in --
6     since -- since May.
7            If the shoe fits -- fits, wear
8     it.
9            If anyone wants to worry about

10     something, let them worry about heroin.
11            Thank you.
12            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Thank you,
13     Jay.
14            (Applause)
15            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Mark Poolos,
16     followed by John Hiros.
17            MR. POOLOS:  Good morning,
18     Commissioners.
19            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Good
20     morning.
21            MR. POOLOS:  My name is Mark
22     Poolos, P-o-o-l-o-s.
23            THE COURT REPORTER:  I can't
24     hear him.
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1            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Is your
2     microphone on?
3            MR. POOLOS:  I've been a
4     licensed plumber in New Jersey for
5     almost 20 years.  And a lot of my work
6     is doing conversions, getting rid of
7     oil and using gas in place.  And at --
8     one of the buildings I've done is
9     Pinelands High School a few years ago.

10     And it gets tanks out of the ground.
11     It gets leaking tanks out of the
12     ground.  I don't think that's been
13     discussed enough here.  So when we talk
14     about natural gas, negative, negative,
15     we got to look at what's coming out of
16     the ground.  We're all worried about
17     our groundwater.  Well, there's nothing
18     that's going to ruin it more than a
19     leaking oil tank.
20            Now, this pipeline is an
21     easement through the Pinelands.  We're
22     not asking for a septic system, a mall,
23     another house, another row of homes.
24     We're asking to lay a pipeline to



8 (Pages 26 to 29)8 (Pages 26 to 29)

Page 26

1     repower our plant that's already
2     existing.  The footprint is already
3     there.  Let's move forward with this
4     and get it done.
5            Thank you.
6            (Applause)
7            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Thank you.
8            John Hiros, followed by Bob
9     Fatzinger.

10            MR. HIROS:  Good morning.
11            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Good
12     morning.
13            MR. HIROS:  My name is John
14     Hiros, H-i-r-o-s.  I've been a resident
15     in this Pine Barrens for a long time.
16     I live around the corner.
17            Nearly about 30-some years ago,
18     Candy Ashmun and I sat on the
19     Governor's Pinelands Review Committee
20     and we laid out the blueprint for this
21     organization and for the protection of
22     the Pines.
23            I served as Chairman of -- of
24     the Committee for Compensation and
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1     Management.  And I thought we did a
2     pretty decent job, at least quite a few
3     people now --
4            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  We're not
5     compensated.  I don't think you did a
6     very good job.
7            MR. HIROS:  Well, maybe I can
8     say that about this Pinelands
9     Commission now, the last two meeting

10     have been chaos.  You're in a room in
11     here that is totally overwhelmed with
12     people.  It's illegal, I'm sure the
13     fire marshal would throw half these
14     people out.  And you're threatening to
15     have peoples' cars towed away.  I think
16     you need a better organization for
17     these kinds of meetings, especially
18     after Galloway Township fiasco.  And
19     you really need to get your staff on
20     top of this so you don't have these
21     confrontations and these bad feelings
22     going on, that's not your job.
23            Candy, when you and I put this
24     work together, we thought it was going
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1     to save the Pinelands.  We have people
2     complaining that, Oh, we're going to
3     put an airport in, we're going to put
4     100,000 people in and we're definitely
5     going to destroy the Pinelands water.
6     Well, we stopped that.
7            And this organization is here to
8     protect the Pinelands, that's your
9     objective.  Nothing else.  To protect

10     the Pinelands.
11            You people take an oath.  You
12     Commissioners take an oath that you are
13     here to protect the Pinelands.  There
14     was legislation passed by New Jersey,
15     signed by the Governor and also a law
16     of a Federal Government and passed by
17     Congress.  You need to uphold that law.
18     You need to do your job.  And as much
19     as it hurts, and whatever arguments you
20     have, your responsibility is protecting
21     the Pinelands and the water.
22            Thank you very much.
23            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Thank you.
24            (Applause)
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1            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Bob
2     Fatzinger, followed by Ernest Fricks.
3            MR. FATZINGER:  Good morning.
4            I'm Bob Fatzinger, Senior Vice
5     President of Engineering and System
6     Integrity for South Jersey Gas.
7            The project we're proposing
8     really has two primary benefits.  One
9     is to support the repowering of BL

10     England.  The other is to improve
11     reliability significantly for our
12     customers in Cape May, Atlantic
13     Counties.
14            We currently have 142,000
15     customers in those counties and are at
16     significant risk of an extended service
17     outage if a problem occurs on the one
18     pipeline we have serving that area.
19     About 30,000 of those customers live in
20     the Pinelands.  If a disruption occurs,
21     these people could see outages for many
22     months, causing severe hardship and
23     economic loss to the region.
24            The pipeline that we're
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1     proposing will complete a loop that
2     will significantly improve service
3     reliability to customers in these
4     counties.
5            Regarding the route selected, we
6     extensively investigated a number of
7     routes for this project.  And the one
8     we selected lies almost completely
9     along or under an existing State

10     highway, minimizing as much as possible
11     the impact on environmentally sensitive
12     areas.
13            This pipeline route solves both
14     of our issues that we had with the
15     project.
16            Regarding safety, this pipeline
17     will be constructed in strict
18     accordance with New Jersey Pipeline
19     Safety Regulations, which are some of
20     the most stringent in the country.
21            Once constructed, the pipeline
22     will be subject to our Comprehensive
23     Integrity Management Program.
24            The vast majority of pipelines,
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1     especially new construction --
2     constructed pipelines like this one,
3     provide safe, reliable service for many
4     decades without incident.  In fact, we
5     currently have about 1,600 miles of
6     pipelines operating within the
7     Pinelands.  And this infrastructure has
8     served our customers in and out of the
9     Pinelands very well for many decades

10     without incident.
11            A few points I'd like to make in
12     closing.
13            The first is that we will not be
14     using this pipeline to import and
15     export LNG as has been alleged in the
16     past.
17            With regard to the supply of
18     electric generation to South Jersey,
19     studies have clearly shown that the BL
20     England is needed to support the
21     reliability needs of South Jersey.
22            And, finally, with regard to
23     renewable energy resources, renewable
24     resources cannot replace BL England in
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1     meeting the electric needs of South
2     Jersey.  The sun does not always shine,
3     the wind does not always blow to
4     produce electricity at the time it's
5     needed, which is the important thing to
6     keep in mind.
7            Plants such as BL England are
8     required to supplement a robust
9     renewable program, which we support and

10     are involved in actively, while
11     maintaining reliability at the electric
12     grid.
13            Thank you.
14            (Applause)
15            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Thank you.
16            Next is Mr. Fricks, followed by
17     Major Palombo.
18            UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Mayor.
19            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  I'm sorry,
20     Mayor.
21            MAYOR PALOMBO:  Put me in the
22     Army.
23            MR. FRICKS:  Good morning.
24            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Good
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1     morning.
2            MR. FRICKS:  My name is Ernest
3     Fricks, a Registered Professional
4     Engineer in the State of New Jersey and
5     the Chair of the Energy and Environment
6     Committee of the Southern New Jersey
7     Development Council, for whom I'm
8     appearing today at this hearing.
9            The Council is on record with

10     the Commission in its support of the
11     application for a permit to provide gas
12     pipeline service to our member
13     organization, South Jersey Gas, to a
14     repowered BL England Generating
15     Station.
16            There are several points related
17     to the application that should remain
18     at the forefront of our consideration,
19     many of which have been reiterated this
20     morning.  So I will be very, very brief
21     in just touching upon them.
22            There's a clear public need for
23     the repowering project for which the
24     pipeline is a vital part.  We've had
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1     demonstrations within the last year of
2     what happens when we lose utility
3     services to significant parts of the
4     State.  You have only to ask the
5     residents of Tuckerton, the residents
6     in Somerset County and upper Mercer
7     County to know what that means.  The
8     sustainability of the power grid, the
9     sustainability of solar and potentially

10     of wind power projects for South Jersey
11     require the generation of this plant
12     and the pipeline that it support.
13            We already heard that Cape May
14     County and portions of Atlantic County
15     are only served by a single gas
16     transmission line.  And it becomes
17     important to the well-being of those
18     people that we have reliable redundant
19     support to supply.
20            In the event of a disruption,
21     customers could accept -- could expect
22     to see their service lost for multiple
23     months.
24            The preferred route lies upon or
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1     under an existing State highway, and
2     minimizes or eliminates the impacts to
3     environmentally sensitive areas.
4     Hundreds of pipeline installation
5     projects in New Jersey have safely used
6     horizontally directed drilling.  The
7     technology and safeguards are
8     well-developed and in this State,
9     consistently used.

10            The purpose of the pipeline is
11     important to the attainment of our
12     State Energy Master Plan and to the
13     attainment of our air quality goals.
14     Production output of this installation
15     supports the economic viability of our
16     region.
17            The pipeline is critical to meet
18     the needs of Southern New Jersey and we
19     urge that this Commission approve the
20     requested permit.
21            Thank you.
22            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Thank you,
23     Mr. Fricks.
24            (Applause)
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1            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Mayor
2     Palombo, followed by Bill Blankish
3     (phonetic).
4            Mayor, my apologies.
5            MAYOR PALOMBO:  Oh, no problem.
6            Good morning, Mr. Chair and
7     members of the Commission.
8            Thank you for the opportunity to
9     address you this -- this morning.  My

10     name is Mayor Richard Palombo.  I'm
11     Mayor of Upper Township.
12            I've been asked to read a
13     support -- a letter of support by my
14     fellow colleagues of the Committee
15     about this project.
16            Municipalities have a
17     responsibility to take a balanced
18     approach to economic development, job
19     creation, environmental protection for
20     their communities.  Few projects ever
21     accomplish all three priorities, but
22     Upper Township is fortunate to be
23     presented with that opportunity.
24            BL England electric generation
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1     facility in Beesley's Point was ordered
2     by the New Jersey Department of
3     Environmental Protection to either
4     install cost prohibitive controls to
5     significantly reduce emissions, from
6     the coal an oil plant currently burns,
7     repower the plant with much cleaner
8     natural gas or shut down entirely.
9            The owners of the plant decided

10     to convert to cleaner natural gas,
11     which is in line with New Jersey's plan
12     to reduce our reliance on coal.
13            By converting the plant to
14     natural gas, they are able to save the
15     jobs of our neighbors of the plant,
16     provide a local reliability to energy
17     source and ensure the plant continues
18     to contribute to our local economy.
19            In order for the plant to
20     operate, South Jersey Gas must build a
21     pipeline to the plant.  South Jersey
22     Gas has already received all necessary
23     approvals, after in-depth reviews from
24     the Army Corps of Engineers, The
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1     Department of Environmental Protection
2     and the Board of Public Utilities.  Now
3     awaits final approval from the
4     Pinelands Commission.
5            The pipeline would be built
6     parallel to Route 49 and Tuckahoe Road.
7     The pipeline will run adjacent to
8     already paved roadways and will,
9     therefore, not cut into this treasured

10     and pristine area of our State.
11            An independent third-party
12     consulting firm has spent over a year
13     performing studies in this area to
14     ensure there are no impacts to nearby
15     threatened and endangered species or to
16     adjacent wetlands along the river.
17            In addition to being a cleaner
18     energy source, this pipeline would
19     bolster the reliability of gas supply
20     system in Cape May County, create 75
21     full-time jobs for approximately nine
22     months.  The existing system only has
23     one feed into the county.  A disruption
24     such as seen in other areas of the
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1     State during Hurricane Sandy, could
2     interpret -- interrupt service to the
3     thousands of our neighbors and
4     residents, possibly for multiple months
5     at a time.
6            Therefore, it's critically
7     important to our residents to have this
8     project approved.
9            Thank you.

10            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Thank you,
11     Mayor.
12            (Applause)
13            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Bill
14     Blankenship (phonetic).  Followed by
15     Bob Marshall.
16            Mr. Blankenship.
17            All right.  If not, then Bob
18     Marshall.  And Mr. Marshall will be
19     followed by Margit Meissner-Jackson.
20            MR. MARSHALL:  Good morning
21     everyone.
22            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Good
23     morning.
24            MR. MARSHALL:  I think it's

Page 40

1     still morning.
2            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Yes.
3            MR. MARSHALL:  I'm Bob Marshall.
4     I'm the Executive Director of the
5     New Jersey Energy Coalition.  And I'm
6     also the Chair of the Energy and
7     Environment Committee for the
8     New Jersey Society for Environmental
9     and Economic Development.

10            In terms of the Coalition, it's
11     comprised of statewide and local
12     leaders and organizations representing
13     the environmental, business,
14     healthcare, laborer, trade, consumer,
15     academic and civic communities.  And we
16     believe that investing in our State's
17     energy infrastructure with this
18     pipeline is important to our economic
19     future, by creating jobs and providing
20     clean, reliable, affordable electricity
21     to our region and our State.
22            I will keep my comments brief in
23     the interest of everybody being allowed
24     to comment today.
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1            I just want to say that
2     New Jersey Energy Coalition believes
3     that the time for improving
4     New Jersey's infrastructure and
5     generation options is now.  We believe
6     that the proposed 22-mile natural gas
7     pipeline is a step in the right
8     direction and we support the MUA [sic].
9            Someone has already referred to

10     this, but I'll reiterate, from an
11     electricity reliability perspective,
12     additional generation is needed on the
13     eastern side of New Jersey, due to
14     tighter air emissions, which I think
15     Bill O'Sullivan already talked about,
16     which has been mandated by the Federal
17     Government and the State.  Many
18     coal-fired plants, as well as
19     diesel-fired plants have closed or will
20     close down by May of 2015.
21            In addition, the planned closure
22     of the Oyster Creek Nuclear Plant in
23     Lacey Township in 2019 will require
24     more generation to come online.
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1            In summary, the Energy Coalition
2     supports clean, reliable, affordable
3     electricity and the necessary
4     investment in infrastructure to ensure
5     that the State remains competitive and
6     our citizens benefit from plentiful
7     supplies of domestically produced
8     natural gas.  We believe this pipeline
9     helps achieve that goal.

10            Thank you very much.
11            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Thank you.
12            (Applause)
13            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Margit
14     Meissner-Jackson, and she'll be
15     followed by Steve Humanick.
16            MS. MEISSNER-JACKSON:  My name
17     is Margit Meissner-Jackson.
18     M-a-r-g-i-t, M-e-i-s-s-n-e-r, hyphen,
19     Jackson, J-a-c-k-s-o-n.
20            I am the Conservation Chair and
21     Vice Chair of the Sierra Club, Ocean
22     County.  And we oppose that and that
23     problem, because it is a violation of
24     every law that you can...  It's a
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1     Federal law, preservation law, it's a
2     State preservation law that is being
3     violated.  And the MOA is not what the
4     CMP is supposed to accomplish.  This
5     resembles something like an adult goes
6     into a liquor store and buys alcoholic
7     beverages for an underage person.  And
8     that is the position of the BP -- BPU
9     in this case.  And they are only a

10     strong person in -- and they are
11     not with -- according to the CMP, it's
12     supposed to be a municipality or
13     something like that within the
14     Pinelands that's supposed to run, that
15     can make an MOA.
16            The -- basically, I have
17     notified the UNESCO Biosphere Project
18     in Paris, France that had set that
19     site -- that area aside.  And the State
20     Department, this is the U.S. section of
21     them and -- and senator -- Secretary
22     Jewell, who is the Director of the
23     Interior Department.  And because it
24     all comes under different laws.  And if

Page 44

1     it's one of them it's the -- it's the
2     Federal law that is being violated.
3            Now, you have to remember that
4     the BL plant is -- is surrounded by the
5     Forsythe Wildlife Refuge and that is a
6     Federal program.  And you don't even
7     dare put a foot under that proper --
8     project unless you have permission.  So
9     I don't know.

10            South Jersey Gas had 30 years to
11     find alternate ways of getting to that
12     plant if that's what they had actually
13     in mind.  And so this is -- this is a
14     poor excuse going through a protected
15     area in the Pinelands.
16            The Pinelands is part -- partly
17     a public land and a lot of it is
18     private, it's privately owned land.
19     And there is the Lee family that has a
20     cranberry farm there.  And they are --
21     and he was a Commissioner here on
22     this -- on this Commission a few years
23     ago.  And I don't think they would like
24     to have that go through there.  I think
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1     they would be also upset.
2            Now, I have a question.  Where
3     do I leave the comments?
4            I have also have...
5            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Mr. Lincoln
6     will take it.
7            MS. MEISSNER-JACKSON:  Okay.
8            I also have a list of petitions
9     signed.

10            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Same, he'll
11     take it.
12            MS. MEISSNER-JACKSON:  Okay.
13     And I speak to a lot of people.  And
14     there was only one person in thousands
15     that I have talked to over the -- over
16     months.  And he said, I'm sorry, I
17     can't sign because -- your -- your
18     petition, because I'm a member -- I --
19     I work for a gas company.
20            Everybody else that I talked to
21     and you got over 12,000 --
22            ATTENDEE:  Time.
23            MS. MEISSNER-JACKSON:  --
24     signatures.
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1            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Thank you.
2     Thank you.  You can just leave that
3     with Mr. Lincoln.
4            (Applause)
5            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Steve
6     Humanick, followed by Martha Wright.
7            MR. HUMANICK:  My name is Steve
8     Humanick, spelled H-u-m-a-n-i-c-k.
9            Good morning, members of the

10     Pinelands Commission.
11            I'm a resident of Cape May
12     County and also an employee BL England
13     Generating Station.
14            THE COURT REPORTER:  I can't
15     hear.  We have a lot of background
16     noise.
17            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Can we be a
18     little more quiet so the stenographer
19     can hear.
20            MR. HUMANICK:  At BL England on
21     a day-to-day basis my work consists of
22     maintaining operating equipment at the
23     scrubber facility.
24            I started with the Electric
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1     Company in the summer of '87 at the
2     Deepwater Generating Station.  And
3     after graduating from Widener
4     University I moved to the shore in '94.
5     I've been at BL England for
6     approximately 20 years now.  I'm here
7     today in support of the MOA for the
8     pipeline, which will repower the plant
9     and provide added reliability to Cape

10     May and Atlantic Counties.
11            Over ten years ago, Atlantic
12     City Electric and PJM Interconnection
13     determined there was a critical need
14     for additional electric transmission
15     capacity in the eastern part of the
16     Atlantic Region, especially the
17     Southern New Jersey region.
18            The study cited that the eastern
19     portion of the transmission line
20     system, as a whole, is susceptible to
21     two things; one, severe volt -- low
22     voltage and load deliverability and,
23     two, local or thermal overloads.  So,
24     it was determined that upgrades to the
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1     eastern portion of the transmission
2     line were needed to run -- or run the
3     risk of thermal overloads, which would
4     occur as a result of possible
5     transmission outages under peak demand
6     conditions that would, in turn, require
7     PJM to invoke emergency operating
8     procedures or risk catastrophic system
9     failure.

10            So in the end, then and like
11     today, an MOA is reached.  It was
12     imperative and necessary then that the
13     transmission lines be improved for the
14     service, convenience and welfare of the
15     public.  Just like today, the need for
16     generation is imperative to the region
17     and is definitely reasonable --
18     reasonably necessary for the public as
19     a whole.
20            The fact of the matter is that
21     19 previous MOAs have been granted,
22     which, in part, include the expansion
23     of the Atlantic City International
24     Airport, to single family dwellings.
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1     So this is not any new concept adopted
2     by the Commission.
3            BL England is located in a
4     critical area, as it is the only
5     significant generator in the southeast
6     portion of the State.  BLE serves as an
7     important facility to PJM, providing
8     reliable energy to the area, not only
9     during the summer and winter periods,

10     but also is a key element for PJM in
11     emergency/crisis situation --
12     situations.
13            As a reminder of BLE's
14     importance to providing power to the
15     region, during this second early streak
16     of cold weather already this winter,
17     England is currently up and running
18     again and providing power and stability
19     to the PJM power grid.
20            Another reason for this project
21     and why it's important is because
22     Oyster Creek Nuclear Generating
23     Station, which is about a 615 megawatt
24     baseload plant will be shutting down
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1     soon.  Also consider the fact that
2     England is currently only permitted to
3     produce a fraction of its megawatt
4     capacity and faces shutting down
5     completely in the very near future
6     without this proposed gas line being
7     approved.
8            As part of New Jersey's Energy
9     Master Plan adopted in 2011, it set a

10     policy for New Jersey to accelerate the
11     decommissioning of coal-fired power
12     plants, as evident in the closing of
13     Deepwater Station in the coming months.
14            Providing doing this with
15     coal-fired and oil-fired electricity
16     generates to a natural gas-fired
17     generator advances its -- advances and
18     is consistent with the adopted --
19            ATTENDEE:  Time.
20            ATTENDEE:  Time.
21            MR. HUMANICK:  -- 2011 Energy
22     Master Plan.
23            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  That's your
24     time.  Thank you very much.
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1            MR. HUMANICK:  Thank you.
2            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  You can
3     submit the statement.
4            (Applause)
5            (Off-the-record discussion)
6            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Let me ask
7     the public again if we can please try
8     to keep the noise down.  The
9     stenographer is having trouble hearing

10     the remarks clearly.  So we'd
11     appreciate it.  It helps us hear better
12     and you, too.
13            Miss Wright.
14            MS. WRIGHT:  Martha Wright,
15     W-r-i-g-h-t.
16            I am a Cape May County resident,
17     a concerned citizen, unaffiliated with
18     any group.
19            I reviewed the Pinelands
20     Commission website admission to better
21     understand why a Memorandum of
22     Agreement was contemplated.
23            The presentation titled Review
24     of Alternatives and Offset Basis set
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1     forth three goals of the proposal.
2     One, To serve BL England.  Two, To
3     provide redundancy to Cape May gas
4     users.  And three, To minimize or
5     eliminate environmental impacts.
6            Serving BL England and providing
7     redundancy to Cape May County gas users
8     is not the responsibility of the
9     Pinelands Commission.  Your mission is

10     to preserve, protect and enhance the
11     natural and cultural resources of the
12     Pinelands National Reserve.  Support of
13     the MOA is not compatible with your
14     mission.
15            The Comprehensive Management
16     Plan prohibits using the forest
17     management area as a transit route for
18     pipelines, unless it is intended to
19     primarily serve the needs of the
20     Pinelands.  This project does not meet
21     the standard.
22            Cape May County Freeholders
23     support the MOA, only if it is
24     consistent with the Comprehensive
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1     Management Plan.  It is not.
2            Horizontal directional drilling
3     under the Pinelands, whether it is in a
4     previously disturbed area, a right of
5     way or even under an existing roadway
6     will impact the uniquely pristine
7     aquifer which lies beneath both during
8     the drilling process or, more
9     importantly, over time as the pipeline

10     corrodes, leaks or otherwise ages and
11     fails.
12            The water is integral to the
13     trees, which provide habitat for a
14     multitude of species.
15            Years ago it was called the Pine
16     Barrens, but today we know better.
17     There is nothing barren about the
18     Pinelands, but there will be if you
19     approve the MOA.
20            It is not your mission to create
21     jobs, to maintain rateables in Upper
22     Township, to serve BL England or to
23     provide gas to Cape May County users.
24     You are charged with preserving the
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1     land, water, trees and wildlife which
2     comprise the Pinelands.
3            Please do not sell out the
4     priceless natural resource you are
5     sworn to protect.  No amount of money
6     is enough.  Taking $8 million or $80
7     million is wrong.  Take ownership and
8     protect the Pinelands.  Vote no on the
9     Memorandum of Agreement.

10            Thank you for your service.
11            (Applause)
12            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Thank you,
13     Ms. Wright.
14            Michael Egenton, followed by
15     Greg Meyer.
16            MR. EGENTON:  Michael Egenton.
17     Last name is spelled E-g-e-n-t-o-n.
18            Thank you, Commissioners, for
19     all your work and diligence on this
20     critically important project.
21            I'm Mike Egenton.  I'm Senior
22     Vice President, Government Relations
23     for the New Jersey State Chamber of
24     Commerce.

Page 55

1            Just by way of background, the
2     State Chambers recognizes that the
3     independent voice of business in
4     New Jersey with a broad base membership
5     ranging from the Fortune 500 companies
6     to small mom and pops, representing
7     every corner of the state and every
8     industry.  Our members provide job --
9            ATTENDEE:  Keep the comment

10     down.
11            MR. EGENTON:  -- over one
12     million people in New Jersey.  We
13     continue to work towards promoting a
14     vibrant business environment and
15     economic prosperity through vision,
16     expertise and innovative solutions.
17            We're here today to voice our
18     strong support for this project that
19     will allow the construction of the
20     22-mile natural gas pipeline, which is
21     critical for natural gas reliability.
22            Over the years other power
23     plants in New Jersey have been phasing
24     out coal as a power source by
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1     converting this power plant to a
2     state-of-the-art, clean burning,
3     natural gas facility.  This creates an
4     overall win on many fronts.  It will
5     improve air quality and public health.
6     It will reduce costs for the
7     overburdened taxpayer.  It will ensure
8     continued energy reliability for the
9     southern region of the state.  And it

10     will provide a needed boost to the
11     economy and jobs.
12            Currently Atlantic and Cape May
13     Counties have 142,000 customers that
14     could be affected by a natural gas
15     disruption, 60,000 of those customers
16     are in Cape May and are served by one
17     line.  If gas service is lost, it could
18     be lost for many months.  This would
19     have a substantial negative impact on
20     quality of life for residents and cause
21     significant economic loss to the region
22     in general.
23            The construction of this
24     pipeline would enhance reliability and
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1     service to those customers.
2            Also, due to the scheduled
3     shutdown of Oyster Creek plant, the
4     BL England plant will be needed to
5     provide significant electric
6     reliability for our citizens and
7     business owners.
8            This project does not negatively
9     impact the environment or the

10     Pinelands.  The pipeline will travel
11     under or within the shoulder of an
12     existing highway and avoid sensitive
13     areas.  It would also be designed and
14     constructed to exceed the most
15     stringent regulations in the nation,
16     with an eye on safety.
17            Another important environmental
18     note I'd like to share with you,
19     Commissioners, I currently serve as
20     appointed by then Governor Whitman, and
21     reappointed by Governors DiFrancesco,
22     Codey and Corzine, as a member of the
23     New Jersey Clean Air Council.
24            The Clean Air Council since its
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1     creation in 1954 serves in an advisory
2     capacity to make recommendations to
3     New Jersey Department of Environmental
4     Protection regarding air matters.  Our
5     Council has discussed this project for
6     the last two to three years and the
7     environmental benefits to this
8     conversion, what it will produce.
9     It will eliminate emissions of

10     smog-causing nitrogen oxide, as well as
11     sulfur dioxide.  Hourly sulfur dioxide
12     emissions will be reduced by
13     99.9 percent.
14            We urge the Pinelands Commission
15     to approve this common sense proposal
16     that will enhance reliability,
17     safeguard against the potentially
18     devastating effects of a natural gas
19     outage, all while avoiding damage to
20     our pristine forests.
21            Thank you for the opportunity to
22     express our views.
23            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Thank you.
24            (Applause)
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1            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Greg Mayers,
2     followed by Rick Bayton.
3            MR. MAYERS:  Good morning.
4            My name is Greg Mayers.  Last
5     name is spelled M-a-y-e-r-s.  I'm going
6     to keep my comments brief, as much of
7     what I'm saying has been said before.
8            I'm here today on behalf of
9     New Jersey SEED, which is the New

10     Jersey Society for Environmental
11     Economic Development.  And on behalf of
12     NJ SEED, I would like to register my
13     support for the Memorandum of Agreement
14     being discussed today.
15            NJ SEED is a coalition of
16     business and labor that believes
17     economic growth and environmental
18     protection are not mutually exclusive.
19            South Jersey Gas' proposed
20     natural gas pipeline to deliver natural
21     gas to BL England's electric generation
22     facility and central infrastructure
23     improvement, that will create a new
24     source of energy generation and jobs
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1     while fueling the economic development
2     in the region.
3            The proposed plan will not
4     only -- will not only provide residents
5     of the community with a more reliable,
6     cleaner source of energy, but would
7     help to alleviate high costs, high
8     energy costs to rate payers.  In fact,
9     in 2009, NJ -- New Jersey was ranked

10     36th in energy production, while only
11     being ranked 13th in consumption,
12     according to a shortening -- according
13     to the gap in producing energy.
14            With Oyster Creek slated to
15     close in 2019, this problem will only
16     be compounded.  Additionally, the
17     proposed plan will create hundreds of
18     long-term jobs in a variety of trades.
19            NJ SEED believes the improvement
20     project is a critical infrastructure
21     advancement that complies with
22     environmental best practices and should
23     be moved forward with authorization
24     from this Commission.
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1            Thank you.
2            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Thank you.
3            (Applause)
4            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Rick Bayton,
5     followed by Ray Sexton.
6            MR. BAYTON:  Good morning,
7     Commissioners.
8            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Good
9     morning.

10            MR. BAYTON:  First of all, I'm
11     Rick Bayton, an employee of BL England
12     station.  I'm an instrumentation and
13     control tech down there, responsible
14     for emissions, maintenance, pressure
15     temperature flow, bay temperatures,
16     everything of that -- of that nature.
17            What I've heard a lot of here
18     today and in the previous meeting is a
19     lot of fear.  A lot of fear mongering
20     going on amongst a lot of people.  I
21     understand fear, fear is very powerful.
22     I fear losing my job.  I fear of being
23     able to live at the Jersey Shore any
24     longer with my family here.  So
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1     there's -- there's fear, I understand
2     it.  I totally get it.  Some of you
3     have fear about future development.
4     It's a precious natural resource you
5     have out there.  It's the first time I
6     ever drove through the Pinelands coming
7     here this morning with the snow on the
8     ground, it's absolutely beautiful.  The
9     grounds around here are beautifully --

10     you folks have done a great job in --
11     in protecting that.  And I know a lot
12     of -- a lot of folks here, you'll want
13     to continue that, including myself.
14            I don't believe the Commission
15     in their wisdom will open up any
16     floodgates to development.  There's
17     only been 19 approvals of MOAs in the
18     past 34 years.  And I don't think
19     that's going to change.  You have a
20     stewardship here, absolutely.  This is
21     a public need that we have here.  And
22     heat and electric are nec -- are
23     necessary.
24            Some of you fear for safety out

Page 63

1     there.  The pipelines, I can tell you
2     from my own personal experience,
3     there's pipelines in the City of
4     Philadelphia on the same side that I
5     worked for the steam company in
6     Philadelphia for many years before I
7     came down here, and they're still in
8     great shape 50 years later.  So
9     there's -- there's -- there's good

10     signs out there with pipeline
11     maintenance.  And I think this fear can
12     be -- can be taken care of.  It's --
13     it's -- it's something that can be
14     managed.
15            Let's not be fearful about the
16     construction methods that are used.
17     Nothing but the best will be used in
18     this project.
19            And I would also remind
20     everyone, this is locally -- (phone
21     rings).  Sorry about that, that's my
22     mom.
23            I would also like to remind
24     everyone, this is -- this is locally
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1     produced power.  I'm in favor and try
2     to support local businesses wherever I
3     can.  I buy local produce that's grown
4     here and -- and grown right here in
5     Cape May County.  This is locally
6     produced power, that should -- that
7     should mean a lot to a lot of people
8     that are in favor of buying local.  And
9     that's -- that's what we have here,

10     instead of buying it from some North
11     Jersey power plant or who knows where
12     the heck it's going to come from.  This
13     is jobs for our local people.
14            In closing, I'd like to thank
15     all the Commission for all the
16     volunteer time.  I know it's a lot,
17     especially getting involved with
18     something like this.  My gosh, it must
19     take a lot of your time away from your
20     families at Christmastime.  So thank
21     you very much.
22            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Thank you.
23            MR. BAYTON:  It's a noble cause
24     that you support.
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1            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Thank you.
2            MR. BAYTON:  And I understand...
3            (Applause)
4            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Ray Sexton.
5     Ray Sexton, followed by Jonathan
6     Chowansky.
7            MR. SEXTON:  Good morning,
8     Mr. Chairman and Pineland
9     Commissioners.

10            Ray Sexton, S-e-x-t-o-n, from
11     J.F. Kiely Group, which is a management
12     company for the utility construction
13     and engineering industry.
14            I am in support of installing,
15     of South Jersey Gas installing a
16     natural gas pipeline to the BL England
17     facility, because I firmly believe this
18     new gas pipeline will provide much
19     needed system reliability for the
20     businesses and residents that live in
21     the southeastern portion of New Jersey.
22            If gas service were to be
23     disrupted for the approximately 60,000
24     South Jersey Gas customers in Cape May
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1     and the approximately 80,000 in
2     Atlantic County, it would be
3     devastating, as we've seen in the past
4     year from the storm -- the storm that
5     disturbed most of Monmouth County.  It
6     would cause extreme hardship to those
7     residents and create significant
8     economic loss to the region.  The
9     addition of this pipeline would prevent

10     such an outage by providing a secondary
11     feed to the region.
12            I've also reviewed the proposed
13     pipeline route and concluded that this
14     project does not negatively impact the
15     environment or impede Pinelands
16     forestry.  In fact, this pipeline will
17     actually be installed underneath the
18     existing highway and avoid sensitive
19     Pinelands areas altogether.
20            This pipeline will be designed
21     and constructed to exceed the most
22     stringent Federal and State regulations
23     in the nation.  This pipeline will be
24     visually and physically inspected
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1     during its entire operation or
2     installation to ensure all safety and
3     procedural protocols are followed for
4     both public and environmental safety.
5            So I implore the Pinelands
6     Commission to say yes and approve this
7     proposal, which will enhance system --
8     South Jersey Gas' system reliability
9     for its customers, safeguards against

10     the potential devastating effects from
11     an outage and avoids damaging the
12     Pinelands forest altogether.
13            I thank you very much for your
14     time and consideration.
15            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Thank you.
16            (Applause)
17            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  John
18     Chowansky, followed by Robert
19     Rackiewicz.
20            MR. CHOWANSKY:  Good morning,
21     residents.
22            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Good
23     morning.
24            MR. CHOWANSKY:  Good afternoon.
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1            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  No, it's
2     still 20 of 12:00 yet.
3            MR. CHOWANSKY:  It's afternoon.
4            It's C-h-o-w-a-n-s-k-y.  And you
5     said it pretty good.
6            So I'm Jonathan Chowansky.  I'm
7     the Manager of Government Relations for
8     the Chamber of Commerce Southern
9     New Jersey.

10            Thank you for allowing me to
11     speak today in support of the MOA for
12     the pipeline project, which will
13     provide a reliability line and also
14     repower BL England.
15            Our organization fully supports
16     this pipeline for several reasons.  We
17     believe it's important to invest in our
18     State's infrastructure, including our
19     transportation and energy
20     infrastructure.  This pipeline will
21     provide system reliability and
22     reinforcement enhancements for
23     customers in Cape May and Atlantic
24     Counties.  Currently, the South Jersey
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1     Gas system has only one natural gas
2     transmission pipeline that provides gas
3     to Cape May County and parts of
4     Atlantic County, making the area
5     vulnerable to service interruptions
6     that could last upwards of several
7     months.  Needless to say, this would be
8     devastating to both residents and
9     businesses.  However, it is not just

10     gas reliability that we should be
11     concerned about.  With the scheduled
12     retirement of Oyster Creek Nuclear
13     Generating Station, the issue of
14     overall energy reliability in our
15     region becomes even more pressing.
16     This pipeline will serve the BL England
17     power plant facility, allowing the
18     conversion of this coal and oil burning
19     plant to natural gas.  Allowing this
20     pipeline to serve the BL England plant
21     and keep it operational will increase
22     the electric reliability in this area
23     of the State.
24            The Chamber of Commerce Southern
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1     New Jersey urges you to vote yes on
2     this project.
3            Thank you for your time.
4            (Applause)
5            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Thank you.
6            Robert Rackiewicz, follow by
7     Wayne Lewis.
8            Is Mr. Rackiewicz here?
9            Is Mr. Lewis here?

10            Okay.  All right.  Mr. Lewis,
11     you'll be followed by Lou Esposito.
12            MR. LEWIS:  My name is Ray
13     Lewis, L-e-w-i-s.  Retired Master
14     Sergeant from the New Jersey Air
15     National Guard, 177th Fighter Wing and
16     I worked at BL England --
17     (unintelligible).
18            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Speak up if
19     you can.
20            MR. LEWIS:  Okay.  Up the road
21     is a bombing range that coexists in the
22     Pinelands operated by the 177th Fighter
23     Wing.  And it's a necessary evil for
24     national defense, that many people
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1     don't like it.
2            This gas pipeline bringing the
3     natural gas to BL England is, I guess
4     you could look at it one way as a
5     necessary evil to keep this plant in
6     operation, producing energy that's
7     needed by the PJM grid.
8            THE CHAIRMAN:  Can we close the
9     door?

10            Excuse me.  I'm sorry,
11     Mr. Lewis.  Can we please close the
12     door?  There's too much noise coming
13     in.
14            Okay, I'm sorry.  Go ahead.
15            MR. LEWIS:  This energy is
16     needed by the PJM grid.  In 2003, 50
17     million people had a wake-up call, what
18     happens when a grid makes a mistake and
19     we are blacked out.  As coal-fired
20     units are being shut down, we need more
21     gas units that are clean and efficient
22     to make up, bring up the slack as these
23     coal units are shut down.
24            So I urge you to vote yes for
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1     the gas pipeline.  I thank you.
2            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Thank you.
3            (Applause)
4            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Next is Lou
5     Esposito, followed by Larry Mears.
6            Is Lou Esposito here?
7            MR. MEARS:  Larry Mears.
8            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Larry Mears,
9     go right ahead.  Followed by Darron

10     Scriber.
11            MR. MEARS:  Good morning.
12            My name is Larry Mears,
13     M-e-a-r-s.
14            I'm here to show my support for
15     the pipeline.  I'm a boilermaker with
16     Local 28.  We've all heard the talking
17     points by now.  We know what the
18     arguments are.  I'd just like to show
19     my support.
20            Thank you.
21            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Thank you.
22            (Applause)
23            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Darron
24     Scriber, followed by Skip Redfield.
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1            Mr. Scriber.
2            Mr. Redfield, then.
3            MR. REDFIELD:  Good morning,
4     Commission.  My name is Skip Redfield,
5     R-e-d-f-i-e-l-d.
6            I am a lifelong resident of
7     New Jersey.  I believe you have my
8     prior backing of the pipeline as a
9     matter of record with the Commission,

10     so I'll keep this very brief.
11            I still emphatically support
12     this pipeline for the environmental and
13     the commercial benefit available to it.
14            Thank you very much.
15            (Applause)
16            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Thank you,
17     Mr. Redfield.
18            Next speaker is James Paglia,
19     followed by Lawrence Micke, Mickel.
20     Sorry.
21            James Paglia.
22            MR. PAGLIA:  Good morning,
23     members of the Commission.
24            My name is James Paglia,
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1     P-a-g-l-i-a.  I just want to show
2     support for the pipeline, I'm a
3     Local 28 boilermaker.  It means a lot
4     of work for our family, friends and
5     families.  And it's better for the
6     environment.
7            That's all I really have to say,
8     just support for -- for the gas line.
9            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Thank you.

10            (Applause)
11            MR. MICKEL:  I'm Lawrence
12     Mickel, Mi-c-k-e-l.
13            I just want to support the
14     pipeline.
15            Thank you.
16            (Applause)
17            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Thanks.
18            Brian Livesey.  Mr. Livesey will
19     be followed by Blanche Krubner.
20            MR. LIVESEY:  My name is Brian
21     Livesey, that's L-i-v-e-s-e-y, I'm
22     Boilermaker, Local 28.  Long-term
23     resident of Atlantic County.  And I
24     fully support the pipeline.
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1            Thank you very much.
2            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Thank you.
3            (Applause)
4            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Blanche
5     Krubner.  And followed by Bill
6     Blankenship.  Has he come back?
7            ATTENDEE:  I am here.
8            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Okay.
9     You're on the list twice.

10            MS. KRUBNER:  (Unintelligible).
11            THE COURT REPORTER:  Wait a
12     second, wait a second.  I can't hear
13     her.
14            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Stop, stop.
15     I'm sorry again, the stenographer can't
16     hear you.
17            THE COURT REPORTER:  I don't
18     think the mic is on.
19            MS. KRUBNER:  My name is Blanche
20     Krubner --
21            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  There you
22     go.
23            MR. KRUBNER:  -- B-l-a-n-c-h-e,
24     K-r-u-b-n-e-r.
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1            I'd like to first address the
2     union members who are here today.
3            You followed orders.  You put
4     your bodies in this room to show vast
5     support for this project.
6            Have you asked whether any of
7     the unions you belong to have a binding
8     commitment from the construction
9     company that they will hire union

10     workers?
11            And if you have a promise at
12     least that you will get the jobs, what
13     about the pay scales?  Would they use
14     as guidelines the terms of the
15     Davis-Bacon Act?
16            I wanted you to have something
17     to think about for this weekend.
18            Now, about the MOA.  Why are you
19     fast tracking?
20            What's the rush?
21            What is the motive?
22            If you were determined to
23     violate the CMP, couldn't you at least
24     have put a better face on it?  Make the
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1     applicant come in and ask for a waiver
2     of strict compliance.  Look as if
3     you're really trying to do something
4     for the Barrens.  But doing it this
5     way, making an MOA with the BPU, which
6     is in the back pocket of the energy
7     industry and is only a rate setter, not
8     a regulator of behavior in the field,
9     you have freed the company from

10     obligations to you.
11            You say there will be oversight.
12     Oversight means observer.  But
13     observers can do no more than pick up
14     the phone and say, Nancy, they're doing
15     something wrong.  And then leave it to
16     Miss Wittenberg to possibly find some
17     way of stopping the company from doing
18     something wrong.
19            So you are taking a path that
20     clearly says our purposes are no longer
21     the stewardship of the Pinelands, our
22     purposes are in another direction.
23            Why?
24            I would point out, I have sat
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1     here through meetings where you worry
2     about how the highway maintenance crews
3     on the Pinelands counties are careless
4     about protecting the endangered species
5     along the roadway when they maintain
6     the roads.  Yet, you're letting a
7     company loose that wants to finish fast
8     and is not regulated and is basically
9     been given carte blanche, in fact, to

10     follow its own desired methods.  And
11     who would be there to stop them when
12     they cut too many trees or destroy too
13     many endangered species?
14            And how many oversight people
15     are you going to have on the location?
16            One for each -- like, one
17     archeologist, one engineer?
18            How much can they even see in a
19     single working day when this is a
20     longitudinal project?
21            So I thought that you might want
22     to reconsider and slow down and
23     possibly rethink and ask the applicant
24     to come in for a waiver from strict
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1     compliance.
2            Happy holidays.
3            (Applause)
4            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Thank you,
5     Miss Krubner.
6            Bill Blankenship will be
7     followed by Michael Egar.
8            MR. BLANKENSHIP:  Good morning,
9     Commissioners.  Appreciate you letting

10     me talk.
11            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Pull that
12     up.  Okay.
13            MR. BLANKENSHIP:  My name is
14     Bill Blankenship, of course everybody
15     knows that by now.  I work down at the
16     BL England plant, been down there about
17     seven years now, the electrical --
18     the -- maintain the equipment down
19     there for them.  We are called to run
20     in a lot of extreme conditions.  As in
21     Hurricanes Sandy and Irene, when the
22     Parkway was closed and Expressway were
23     closed, we were there down in that
24     plant and we were running.  Cold
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1     weather, summertime.  Jersey Shore
2     people are down, from down the coast.
3     The ban goes up, we're there, we're all
4     running.  We -- I think the MOA is
5     going to be the right way to go for the
6     proposed pipeline.
7            I feel like the construction
8     techniques are available to safely
9     install this line and protect the

10     environment.
11            I just feel like, you know,
12     the -- the coal at this time is not the
13     way to go.  And we can get clean
14     natural gas in this plant and protect
15     the environment, protect the jobs.  And
16     it's the right thing for BL England and
17     South Jersey and the residents.
18            Thank you.
19            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Thank you.
20            (Applause)
21            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Michael Egar
22     [sic], followed by Michael Haber.
23            MR. EGAN:  My name is Mike Egan,
24     E-g-a-n.
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1            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Egan, I'm
2     sorry.
3            MR. EGAN:  That's all right.
4            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  I can't read
5     it.
6            MR. EGAN:  I'm an apprentice
7     with the Local 28 Boilermakers.  I'm
8     supporting this bill because it creates
9     better job opportunities for us young

10     guys coming into the business.  We're
11     learning more.  Hopefully it will be a
12     better, clean environment for us,
13     working condition-wise.  So I'm just
14     here to show my support.
15            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Thank you,
16     Mr. Egan.
17            (Applause)
18            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Michael
19     Huber, followed by Craig Smith, Junior.
20            MR. HUBER:  Hi.  My name is Mike
21     Huber, I'm here with Local 351.
22            And really I just want to say
23     that I support the, the pipeline,
24     because I feel as though it benefits
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1     the people because it provides a needed
2     backup supply of energy.
3            And that's it.  Thank you.
4            (Applause)
5            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Thank you,
6     Mr. Huber.
7            Craig Smith, Junior, followed by
8     Jim Kehoe.
9            MR. SMITH:  Good morning.

10            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Good
11     morning.
12            MR. SMITH:  My name is Craig
13     Smith, S-m-i-t-h.
14            I'm here as an Atlantic County
15     resident and as a member of IBEW Local
16     351.  And I just want to show my
17     support for the pipeline.
18            Thanks.
19            (Applause)
20            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Thank you.
21            Jim Kehoe, followed by Tim
22     Carew.
23            MR. KEHOE:  Good morning,
24     Mr. Chairman, Commissioners, staff.
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1            My name is Jim Kehoe, K-e-h-o-e.
2     And I represent the 10,000 members of
3     the New Jersey State pipe trades.
4            On the proposed 22-mile
5     pipeline, I would first like to thank
6     the staff for coming up with a
7     reasonable, most common sense way to
8     get this pipeline through the Pinelands
9     without being disruptive to the forest

10     part of the Pinelands.
11            This pipeline is needed to
12     convert the existing coal plant, which
13     dispenses a high percentage of nitrogen
14     oxides, which would not only create a
15     much, much needed construction jobs,
16     but also gives life to a plant that is
17     so important to the supply of
18     electricity to our resort communities,
19     they're so important to our
20     statewide community -- our statewide
21     economy.
22            And one of the charges of the
23     Pinelands is to protect the
24     environment.  And with the shutdown of
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1     a coal plant and then the -- the
2     energizing of a gas plant, it does --
3     it does just that.  It brings down
4     the -- the percentage of pollutants by
5     98 percent.
6            As I had mentioned before, the
7     safety of the pipeline will be
8     state-of-the-art.  And it will be
9     constructed using New Jersey

10     craftspersons of the highest skill
11     level.
12            For all these reasons, this
13     project is win-win for both the State
14     of New Jersey and the citizens who are
15     consumers of electricity, it gives the
16     certainty of power and the certainty of
17     price.
18            We recommend the Commissioners
19     vote yes and put some New Jerseyans
20     back to work.
21            Thank you.
22            (Applause)
23            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Thank you.
24            Next is Tim Carew, Tim Carew
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1     followed by Michael Becker.
2            Mr. Carew.
3            MR. CAREW:  Good afternoon.
4            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Just
5     announce your name first.
6            MR. CAREW:  It is good afternoon
7     now to everybody, and thank you for
8     taking the time and everybody for
9     coming out.

10            My name is Tim Carew, C-a-r-e-w.
11     Business Agent with IBEW, Local 351.
12            We represent about 2,000 members
13     in the lower half of South Jersey, Cape
14     May, Atlantic Cumberland, Salem County.
15            With this, obviously we're out
16     here to support this project.  It is
17     going to create a lot of jobs.  But
18     with it, there are -- there are a lot
19     of things.  You guys are the stewards
20     of the Pinelands.  And you really do --
21     and you're bantering, you're going to
22     have a lot of work to do.  Today is
23     going to seem like a half day after we
24     get out of here, the work that you guys
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1     got to do.
2            With that, it's just -- it's not
3     about the aquifer, it's about the air
4     also.  You heard numbers of 58 percent,
5     98 percent, 99 percent.  I was born and
6     raised right in Somers Point, as the
7     crow flies, a half a mile from this
8     project.  I watched it.  It was
9     terrible.  And they talked about this

10     thing the whole time I was growing up,
11     about the opportunity to turn it over
12     to gas; it never happened.  Now I live
13     in Northfield, now I have young
14     children and I am certainly concerned
15     about their well-being and my future
16     grandchildren.  And with that, that's
17     why I come out to this today, just for
18     a job?  Just for a job.  But for the
19     whole region, all of South Jersey.
20     It's not just in Cape May County, which
21     without the redundancy is going to be a
22     policy of everything else.
23            And with that, you guys have --
24     you have a lot of -- you have
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1     commissioners -- and I apologize for
2     that.  You have a lot of work to do in
3     front of you.  But with that, I hope
4     that you -- you take a good hard look
5     at it.  It's a -- the one word that
6     hasn't been used yet today is "common
7     sense."
8            Nobody is a better partner in
9     South Jersey than South Jersey

10     industries, the standards that they
11     meet.  We heard about the 12 or
12     1,600 miles of pipeline that are
13     already laid in the Pinelands.  And
14     with that, the -- the good that comes
15     from that.  And with the Woodbine, you
16     have the Woodbine project that you were
17     looking at.  There's going to be --
18     it's about progress.  It's about the
19     future.  You're going to have a lot of
20     work to do, somehow or another you're
21     going to have to get that from Woodbine
22     all the way down to Cape Way.  With
23     that, you're going to be running across
24     some things.  Hopefully they are able
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1     to come up with a prudent plan, as this
2     did, with going down Route 49 and Route
3     50 for 22 miles and only being the base
4     of the -- in certain areas of being on
5     the shoulder of a road.  With that,
6     with the horizontal drilling, minimize
7     the impact.  I believe it's a very well
8     thought out plan.
9            And once again, I'll say thank

10     you very much for your time.  And I
11     hope you vote yes in support of this
12     project, because it's good for all of
13     South Jersey, not just Cape May County,
14     but it is good for the Pinelands, it's
15     good for everything that it stands for.
16            Thank you for your time.
17            (Applause)
18            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Thank you.
19            MR. CAREW:  200 letters of
20     endorsement the other day in Galloway
21     Township.  With that, I have another
22     75, since Monday, just talking about
23     it, people asked if they could sign it.
24     I'd like to turn them over now.
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1            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Yes, please.
2            And then we have Michael Becker,
3     followed by Will Pauls.
4            MR. BECKER:  Good afternoon.
5            My name is Michael Becker,
6     B-e-c-k-e-r.  I am a resident, a former
7     resident of Ocean City, soon to be
8     resident of Upper Township.
9            I'm here today in support of

10     this MOA.  I ask you to vote yes, not
11     only for the jobs that it will
12     preserve, the tax rateables that I'm
13     sure are in the millions of dollars, I
14     don't know the figures exactly, for
15     Upper Township and Cape May County.
16            And most importantly, for my two
17     grandchildren that live with me.  I
18     feel as though this will definitely
19     improve the quality of the air and the
20     environment which is for these good
21     people.
22            Thank you.
23            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Thank you.
24            (Applause)
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1            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Will Pauls,
2     followed by Michael Kratz.
3            Thank you very much,
4     Mr. Chairman.
5            Will Pauls, representing the
6     South Jersey building trades, 40,000
7     members in South Jersey, 400,000 in the
8     State of New Jersey.
9            I really want to thank you for

10     having these hearings, educated myself
11     in these hearings.
12            One of the things when I first
13     heard this was coming was clean air.
14     And to me, it was a no-brainer, because
15     I was a resident of Scullville,
16     Atlantic County.  On a day when the
17     wind blew from the south, we would get
18     black soot all day.  So I know what
19     people are talking about with clean
20     air.
21            One of the things that I talked
22     about before, and I'll clean it up a
23     little bit again, the second choice was
24     drilling across the bay, coming
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1     northward through Egg Harbor Township.
2     The technology might be there for
3     drilling.  I would just tell the
4     Commissioners right now that we're
5     building a bridge coming on the Parkway
6     right now from January to June.  We're
7     not allowed on the water because
8     spawning of flounder now.  And, also,
9     driving of piles.  We will try a new

10     technology never tried before, that was
11     put on us by the State with no noise
12     for the fish in the summertime.  So
13     this technology will be first examined
14     here.  So underneath drilling, I don't
15     know if the technology would be there
16     for sale.
17            The other night in Galloway, our
18     members were told, you know, we should
19     look for other work as far as solar and
20     wind.  I explained at that meeting and
21     I'll explain at this meeting, the
22     building trades have been with solar
23     and wind from the beginning.
24            Within two months we will build
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1     the biggest solar farm in Egg Harbor
2     Township.  You know, the technology is
3     there.  The price is still high.
4            I've been with wind, offshore
5     wind.  I've testified at hearings since
6     the beginning, over the last six years.
7     Very expensive technology.  We'll have
8     to be subsidized again.
9            Now, these are two up and coming

10     things.  As we speak today, will it add
11     to this electric to our houses in full?
12     No, one of the problems we were having
13     with wind was the grid itself.  So this
14     whole upgrading of this will be...
15            I was going to get into gas line
16     safety, because it's a big, big area
17     that was talked about for the last four
18     meetings I've been to.  I will give
19     safety points on construction as we
20     know it as the constructors of gas
21     line.  I'll put in the record today,
22     it's ten major points, valves every
23     five miles, with the technology to shut
24     them off at any time.
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1            In closing, January 7th I will
2     take office as Freeholder elect for
3     Atlantic County.
4            With that --
5            ATTENDEE:  Time.
6            ATTENDEE:  Time.
7            MR. PAULS:  I'll just finish up.
8            The residents of Atlantic County
9     deserve clean air.

10            I support this 100 percent.
11     Thank you.
12            (Applause)
13            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Thank you.
14            Michael Kratz, followed by Ray
15     Phillips.
16            MR. KRATZ:  How are you doing?
17            My name is Michael Kratz,
18     K-r-a-t-z.
19            Chairman, ladies and gentlemen,
20     I'm 100 percent for this pipeline.
21     Many years ago I come back into this
22     area.  I'm from Atlantic County
23     originally, but I come back into this
24     county to look after my mother.  She
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1     was in very, very bad health.  It
2     started from diabetes to
3     (unintelligible), which left her in a
4     wheelchair.  And, unfortunately, at the
5     end on dialysis.  So my day started at
6     2:30 every morning, because she had to
7     be there at 5:00, Mondays, Wednesday
8     and Fridays.
9            I always prided myself on being

10     a very physically strong kid, but I
11     wasn't strong enough to ever put my
12     mother in a nursing home or in any
13     healthcare facility.
14            Prior to the storm of Sandy, we
15     had bad storms that came on through.
16     The storms had taken out the -- the
17     electric energy from my house and many,
18     many other homes.  At that point,
19     luckily, I was strong enough, I grabbed
20     my mom, I picked her up and I drove her
21     over to PA where my brother was.  And I
22     got her into a dialysis facility over
23     there.  I thank God that some of the
24     healthcare facilities in this area run
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1     on gas, that gives them the
2     availability of being able to sustain
3     themselves during very, very bad times.
4     That's a very strong reason why I'm
5     down for this pipeline.
6            Prior to Sandy, I had put in a
7     generator in my house.  And when Sandy
8     came, my power went out, mom had no
9     problems, I thank God.

10            I -- I'm 100 percent for this
11     pipeline for the healthcare facilities
12     that it can sustain, for the people
13     that are in the same position as my
14     mom, for the same position as a
15     caretakers that I was in, I think we
16     need this.  I think it's very urgent.
17     And I think on a healthcare facility
18     basis, it's very, very important to
19     help out and we need this.
20            Thank you very much.
21            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Thank you,
22     Mr. Kratz.
23            (Applause)
24            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Ray
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1     Phillips, followed by Chris Jack.
2            MR. PHILLIPS:  My name is Ray
3     Phillips, P-h-i-l-l-i-p-s.
4            I represent the Ironworkers
5     Local 350 in Atlantic City.
6            And I submit for the record that
7     I do have signatures in support of this
8     memorandum and I'll turn them in after
9     I'm done.

10            Just to answer a couple
11     questions that was brought up already
12     as far as how this project is being
13     handled.  There will be a maintenance
14     agreement on this project, which will
15     abide by Davis-Bacon, as well as
16     New Jersey prevailing wage.  So the
17     concern out there whether our wages
18     will be taken care of, they -- they
19     will be, just to answer that question.
20            I wanted to let you know that
21     the membership of our local is in
22     support of this, not only for the jobs,
23     also for the clean air and all the
24     other benefits that are going to happen
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1     with this project.  So...
2            ATTENDEE:  Point of order.
3            ATTENDEE:  Point of order.
4            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  No, I'm
5     sorry, no point of the order from the
6     public.
7            ATTENDEE:  All right.  I want
8     to --
9            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Point of

10     order is for the Commission.
11            MR. PHILLIPS:  In closing, I
12     would like to ask all the Commissioners
13     for your support for the project.
14     Again, it will be good for all the
15     people of South Jersey.
16            Thank you.
17            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Thank you.
18            (Applause)
19            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Chris Jack,
20     followed by Jim Ingelson, Ingelsol --
21     Ingersoll.
22            Chris Jack?
23            All right.  Then Jim Ingersoll.
24            MR. INGERSOLL:  James Ingersoll.
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1            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Okay.  And
2     then after Mr. Ingersoll, we'll hear
3     John Kirk.
4            MR. INGERSOLL:  My name is James
5     Ingersoll, I-n-g-e-r-s-o-l-l.  I'm from
6     Mays Landing in Atlantic County.  I've
7     been an Atlantic County resident my
8     whole life, as has my family since the
9     1700s.

10            I actually support many of the
11     environmental groups that are here
12     complaining, but I also think that
13     this -- I've been weighing this and I
14     believe that this is the best thing for
15     our area in South Jersey.
16            Thank you very much.
17            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Thank you,
18     Mr. Ingersoll.
19            (Applause)
20            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  John Kirk.
21     John Kirk, followed by Vili Lemalu.
22            MR. KIRK:  Good afternoon,
23     Commissioners.  My name is John Kirk.
24     I'm from -- that's K-i-r-k.  I'm from
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1     Woodbine in Cape May County, just a few
2     miles from the BL England plant.  And
3     I'd like to express my support for this
4     plant.  And I think it could provide
5     clean and economical energy to our --
6     our counties, our surrounding counties
7     to the plant.
8            Thank you for your help.
9            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Thank you.

10            (Applause)
11            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Vili Lemalu,
12     followed by David Cicchino.
13            MR. LEMALU:  Good afternoon,
14     everybody.  I'm from down in Atlantic
15     area.
16            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Your name,
17     sir, please.
18            MR. LEMALU:  My name is Viliamu
19     Lemalu.
20            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  So if you
21     can spell it.  You have to spell it.
22            MR. LEMALU:  First name,
23     V-i-l-i-a-m-u, Lemalu, L-e-m-a-l-u.
24            Been in this country for
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1     32 years.  I work Atlantic County area
2     for 32 years.  And let you know, that
3     three times I went to BL England for
4     repair work and all I got was black
5     lungs.  So for now, I think it's time
6     to come up with something cleaner.  And
7     I think you deserve to run this
8     pipeline.
9            Thank you.

10            (Applause)
11            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Thank you.
12            David Cicchino, followed by
13     Keith Hagendoor.
14            MR. CICCHINO:  Hi.  My name is
15     Dave Cicchino, C-i-c-c-h-i-n-o.
16            I've been to most every one of
17     these public meetings, like a lot of
18     people have been.  And I've listened to
19     a lot of people speculating about the
20     disastrous things that could happen,
21     because of the gas line.  The bog
22     turtles could die, the aquifer could
23     become contaminated, houses could be
24     incinerated.  If we lived in fear of
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1     the could be situations, we wouldn't
2     have driven here today because we
3     could've gotten in an accident.  We
4     wouldn't get on an airplane, because it
5     could crash.  You have gas appliances
6     in your home?  They could leak.  Do you
7     live in a house that could burn down or
8     do you still live in a cave because a
9     cave will not?

10            Stop talking about the things
11     that could happen, start talking about
12     the things that will happen because of
13     this gas line.
14            The gas line will create jobs,
15     both short-term and long-term.  Jobs
16     are good for the economy and a good
17     economy is good for everyone.
18            The emissions from the plant
19     will be cleaner.  And cleaner air is
20     good for everyone and the environment.
21     Energy production, service and quality
22     will be improved to the region and that
23     is good for everyone.
24            The cost to residents will be
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1     kept down and that is good as well.
2            It would be great if we lived in
3     a perfect world.  A world that was tidy
4     and clean, where nothing ever bothered
5     the ecosystems or caused pollutions or
6     impeded human life, because it's not
7     always going to be that way.
8            We are an ever growing, ever
9     changing society that has growing and

10     changing needs.  The perfect solution
11     may not exist for all people, but we
12     all must work together to achieve the
13     best solution.  The pipeline is the
14     best solution.  It will be an
15     improvement for millions of lives.  It
16     will be an improvement to the
17     environment as well.  I, and every
18     member of the Heat and Frost Insulators
19     and Asbestos Workers Local Union, Local
20     89 support the pipeline and the
21     improvements it will bring.  And I ask
22     the Commission to as well.
23            Thank you.
24            (Applause)
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1            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Thank you.
2            Mr. Hagendoorn, followed by
3     Elaine Scattergood.
4            MR. HAGENDOORN:  Good afternoon.
5            My name is Keith Hagendoorn,
6     H-a-g-e-n-d-o-o-r-n.  I am a member of
7     Local 28, Boilermakers.  And I come to
8     show support of the pipeline.
9            Thank you.

10            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Thank you.
11            (Applause)
12            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Elaine
13     Scattergood, followed by Alvin -- I'm
14     sorry, I can't -- Alvin B. Wolfe.
15     That's Alvin, that's not Bill.
16            I'm sorry, go right ahead,
17     Miss Scattergood.
18            MS. SCATTERGOOD:  That's all
19     right.
20            Good afternoon, members of the
21     Pinelands Commission.
22            I'd like you to remember that
23     that's your designation.
24            THE COURT REPORTER:  Her name?
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1            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Can you
2     speak up, ma'am.
3            THE COURT REPORTER:  Her name?
4            MS. SCATTERGOOD:  Pinelands --
5            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Oh, I'm
6     sorry.
7            THE COURT REPORTER:  Your name?
8            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Your name.
9            MS. SCATTERGOOD:  Scattergood,

10     Elaine, S-c-a-t-t-e-r-g-o-o-d.
11            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Thank you.
12            MS. SCATTERGOOD:  As I was
13     saying, you have no mission to provide
14     jobs.  You have only a mission to save
15     and protect the Pinelands.
16            I'm from Cape May County, Avalon
17     to be specific.  I love this area.  And
18     I know you must be serving on the
19     Pinelands Commission for a reason and
20     it must be because you love the
21     Pinelands as well.
22            The Old World Forest Network
23     protects and defends virgin forests and
24     strongly objects to a pipeline to run
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1     gas through the Pinelands of
2     New Jersey.
3            The Pineland Commission exists
4     to protect the Pinelands from just such
5     destruction.  Here are some good
6     reasons to veto the pipeline through
7     the Pinelands.
8            Number one, a high pressure line
9     is a safety threat to the Pinelands and

10     to the people who live in the vicinity.
11            Two, such a pipeline would harm
12     the ecosystem of the Pinelands and
13     surrounding areas.
14            Three, there are alternative
15     routes which would not run through the
16     Pinelands, albeit more expensive.
17            The nearby population is
18     diminishing and has no need for an
19     additional high pressure gas line.  It
20     does not benefit the community.  I'd
21     like to say that again, because that's
22     essential to the -- to your approval,
23     it does not benefit the community.
24            Approving such a pipeline
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1     establishes a dangerous precedent,
2     inviting even more destruction of the
3     Pinelands.
4            I ask the Pineland Commission to
5     say no to the proposal to run a
6     pipeline through the Pinelands.  To say
7     yes makes you look ridiculous.
8            Thank you.
9            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Thank you.

10            (Applause)
11            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  There's --
12     then I think Alvin Wolfe, IBEW.  Is
13     there a Mr. or Miss Wolfe?
14            All right.  Shawn McCarra?
15            No?
16            (Brief recess)
17            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Okay.  So
18     we'll start then with Miss Sturmfels.
19            MS. STURMFELS:  Thank you so
20     much.
21            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  And then
22     Mr. Fishbein (phonetic) [sic].
23            MS. STURMFELS:  Hi.  My name is
24     Peg Sturmfels.  I'm with Clean Water
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1     Action.  I'm also a lifelong resident
2     of New Jersey, being born in Deptford
3     so many years ago.  And 36 years I have
4     lived in the Pinelands.
5            I really wanted to briefly tell
6     you that Clean Water Action, which goes
7     door-to-door every single night, we
8     have submitted and now collected 200
9     letters, which we will be -- most of

10     them have been sent to you.  I have 15
11     more to give you today and we have
12     another 18, which you'll get by the end
13     of business today.  So I will be giving
14     them to your -- your staff.
15            The other thing I -- I'm just
16     overwhelmed by so many of the different
17     comments, this -- and -- and confused.
18            My thought has been that your
19     mission is to protect the Pinelands
20     that was protected by Congress and by
21     the State of New Jersey, and that is
22     it.  And all of the other issues of
23     which Clean Water Action is on the
24     record as, as supporting better use of
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1     the BE [sic] England plant years ago,
2     and -- BL England plant years ago.  We
3     don't dispute that.  But putting a
4     pipeline through protected lands is not
5     the way to do it.  It's the cheapest
6     way to do it for South Jersey
7     industries.  It should not be the way
8     to do it.  We have too much invested in
9     here.  We don't want to open up the

10     idea to every company in the world that
11     says, Oh, well, we can set a precedent,
12     we can go through the Pinelands.  It
13     didn't really matter that people wanted
14     to protect it and preserve it, because
15     we can get around it.
16            The Comprehensive [sic]
17     Management Plan does not allow you to
18     do it.  Please don't.
19            And the only other thing I want
20     to say is that when you Commissioners
21     sit here and are asked to recuse
22     yourself by interference from -- from a
23     governing agency, such as my Attorney
24     General's office, that is just awful.
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1     And I think we should be in court about
2     it.  I think you should be in court
3     about it.  Because each of you
4     brings -- are appointed here because of
5     what you bring here.  And if you
6     don't -- aren't able in your own mind
7     to say, I recuse myself because of a
8     personal issue, that's one thing.  Not
9     because of the experience that you

10     bring to this job, which is why you're
11     here.
12            So those are my thoughts.  I
13     just wanted to thank you for your time
14     and I will submit the letters.  We have
15     200 of them.
16            (Applause)
17            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Thank you,
18     Miss Sturmfels.
19            Mr. Fishbein.
20            MR. FISHMAN:  Thank you,
21     Mr. Chairman, for accommodating our
22     schedule.  I'm Arnold Fishman,
23     F-i-s-h-m-a-n, Medford Lakes, New
24     Jersey.
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1            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  I
2     mispronounced your name, sorry.
3            MR. FISHMAN:  The substantive
4     deficiencies with respect to this MOA
5     have been discussed over and over again
6     by others.  I'm a member of the Bar of
7     the State of New Jersey for over
8     48 years.  I'd like to address the
9     process.

10            This process is -- is
11     unbelievable.  At the last P&I
12     Committee meeting, the question of
13     whether the MOA was even an appropriate
14     vehicle to accomplish this project was
15     raised.  And, frankly, I thought this
16     meeting today --
17            ATTENDEE:  Right.
18            MR. FISHMAN:  -- would address
19     that issue.
20            ATTENDEE:  Absolutely.
21            MR. FISHMAN:  The MOA is totally
22     inappropriate.  It is designed to be
23     intergovernmental.  And -- and -- and
24     to hold out the BPU as a shield for
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1     this industry is shameful.  The
2     Comprehensive Management Plan regulates
3     this proposal and it provides a vehicle
4     for the applicant, the real applicant
5     to come before this Commission and make
6     a case.  If, in fact, there is a
7     compelling public need and no feasible
8     alternative, perhaps some
9     accommodation, as -- as difficult as

10     that would be for me to swallow, has to
11     be made.  But in -- but if there --
12     such a compelling public need and no
13     feasible alternative exists, none of us
14     in this room have heard it.  And the
15     applicant should be made to express it
16     and you people should decide whether or
17     not that case has been made under the
18     appropriate vehicle, the appropriate
19     provisions as set forth in the -- in
20     the governing legislation that you're
21     all here to abide by.
22            And the last thing that I would
23     like to say is I'm just shocked at the
24     way one of your Commissioners was
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1     treated here today.  How a request for
2     an additional public hearing, for
3     additional comment from the public
4     could be turned into a conflict of
5     interest is -- is -- is shameful.  And
6     you Commissioners should vote no on
7     this proposal --
8            ATTENDEE:  Time.
9            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  That's your

10     time, Mr. Fishman.
11            ATTENDEE:  I'll give him my
12     time, I can give him my time.
13            (OVERLAPPING SPEAKERS,
14     UNINTELLIGIBLE)
15            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Finish your
16     sentence.
17            MR. FISHMAN:  On both bases.  On
18     the basis that it's wrong procedurally,
19     and just say no just to support the
20     Commissioner who has been kicked out of
21     this meeting.
22            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Thank you,
23     Mr. Fishman.
24            (Applause)
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1            ATTENDEE:  Could I possibly put
2     it better than the last two speakers?
3     They expressed my thoughts better than
4     I possibly can.  I waive my time.
5            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Thank you.
6            Now we go back to the list.  And
7     before we do, I wanted to make mention
8     that we've been hearing the sounds of
9     some people's phones.  If you can

10     please take a moment to silence your
11     smart phone so that we're not hearing
12     those noises.
13            Okay, thanks.
14            Now, going back again, I'm going
15     to make another stab at this name.  I
16     think I didn't do a very good job the
17     first time.  It looks like Shawn
18     McCarra from RM28.  Anyone here of
19     that...
20            Is that you, sir?
21            ATTENDEE:  No, I'm just...
22            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Okay.  All
23     right.
24            Okay.  Let's move on then.
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1            Andrew Bulakowski, followed by
2     Steve Himstedt.
3            MR. BULAKOWSKI:  Good afternoon
4     Commissioners.  My name is Andrew
5     Bulakowski, B-u-l-a-k-o-w-s-k-i.
6            I want to thank you.  I
7     appreciate your time and efforts and
8     patience that you have given this
9     process.  I know it's been a long one.

10            We in this world are consumers,
11     everyone in this room is a consumer.
12     As technology increases, so does the
13     demand for energy.  As the energy
14     demand increases, so does the need for
15     cleaner, more efficient alternatives
16     and ways to provide it.  I believe the
17     conversation of B -- I'm sorry, the
18     conversion of BL England from less
19     efficient coal to natural gas will not
20     only help the environment, but it will
21     provide a much needed economic boost to
22     the surrounding counties and create
23     work opportunities and employment for
24     its residents.
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1            I urge you to support the MOA
2     and I thank you.
3            (Applause)
4            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Thank you.
5            Mr. Himstedt, followed by
6     Mr. DiMercurio.
7            MR. HIMSTEDT:  Good afternoon,
8     Commissioners.  Name is Steven
9     Himstedt, H-i-m-s-t-e-d-t.

10            As a resident of Cape May
11     County, I feel the pipeline is a good
12     project.  It will help both the
13     environment and the energy
14     infrastructure to the county I live in.
15     While the work on the pipeline, not the
16     power plant, will benefit the economy
17     of that same area.
18            I believe the pipeline plan is
19     well thought out and will have the
20     least impact on the environment
21     possible.  While the MOA will help meet
22     the necessary timeline for the coal to
23     gas conversion.
24            Thank you for your time.  Please
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1     vote yes.
2            Happy holidays.
3            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Thank you.
4            (Applause)
5            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Anthony
6     DiMercurio, followed by Dan Sikora.
7            MR. DiMERCURIO:  Good afternoon,
8     Commissioners.  My name is Anthony
9     DiMercurio, probably take me three

10     minutes to spell my last name, but
11     D-i-M-e-r-c-u-r-i-o.
12            I am a resident of Beesley's
13     Point, New Jersey.  I live within
14     one mile of this electric generating
15     station.  Studies have shown that air
16     quality in the Northeast is directly
17     affected by coal burning plants like
18     this one.
19            I have three daughters who as
20     infants were all affected with asthma
21     and other respiratory ailments.  I
22     would like see the plant converted to
23     natural gas.  I understand there may be
24     some environmental impact bringing this
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1     gas line to the power plant, but I
2     believe the trade off of cleaner air
3     greatly outweighs the environmental
4     impact to this area and the surrounding
5     communities.
6            We as a society have a chance to
7     make this right, a change needs to be
8     made.  I realize jobs are involved.
9     But when the jobs are over, and the

10     environment -- environmentalists have
11     moved on to fight another fight, I will
12     still be living within one mile from
13     this plant.  In the future I can only
14     hope that the smoke coming out of those
15     smoke chimneys is cleaner than it is
16     now.
17            Our families, our community and
18     our future generations are counting on
19     this.
20            Please vote yes.  Thank you.
21            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Thank you.
22            (Applause)
23            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Dan Sikora,
24     followed by Chris Vassar.
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1            MR. SIKORA:  Good afternoon,
2     Commission.  My name is Dan Sikora
3     from -- a member of Local 255
4     carpenters.  Last name, S-i-k-o-r-a.
5            I'm in support of this pipeline.
6     I've grown up in the Pinelands since I
7     was born.  I was born in Lacey
8     Township.  A current resident of West
9     Creek, New Jersey.

10            Those of you who know the area,
11     right on Stafford Forge, I actually
12     live across the street from Stafford
13     Forge Road.
14            This pipeline, it may disturb a
15     couple trees, it may disturb some
16     ground.  In the long run, just a good
17     step in the right direction for the
18     environment, for even all the animals.
19     Like they were saying earlier, the acid
20     gets deposited in the soil, everything
21     that lives in the soil from the worms,
22     birds that eat the worms, everything
23     all the way up, everything is
24     detrimental with coal.  The natural gas
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1     is just a better way to go.  And I
2     support the pipeline.
3            Thank you.
4            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Thank you.
5            (Applause)
6            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Chris
7     Vassar, followed by Tom Konopka.
8            ATTENDEE:  Tom Konopka had to
9     leave.

10            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Okay.  Go
11     ahead.  And you'll be followed by
12     Dr. Bob Allen.
13            MR. VASSAR:  My name is
14     Christopher Vassar, V-a-s-s-a-r.  I'm
15     with Carpenters Local 255.
16            Commissioners, you have the
17     power to do good for the environment,
18     as well as residents of the area.
19     Those who claim that you have only one
20     job, to refuse this project are wrong.
21     It's like saying that a firefighter
22     should not do good if it -- if it's a
23     situation that does not include
24     fighting fires.  This is very narrow
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1     minded to the point of being silly.
2            Thank you.
3            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Thank you.
4            (Applause)
5            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Dr. Bob
6     Allen, followed by -- no, Bill
7     Blankenship, can I go again?
8            It's -- it will be David Young.
9            DR. ALLEN:  My name is Dr. Bob

10     Allen.  I am the Past Director of
11     Education for the District 1199P of the
12     National Hospital Healthcare and -- and
13     Health -- Healthcare Employees,
14     AFL-CIO.  And I currently teach at
15     Cumberland County College and
16     Wilmington University.
17            Good afternoon, Commissioners.
18     Thank you for your time.
19            What I'm -- I'm going to say
20     something first that I hadn't planned,
21     because what I've seen operate here
22     today, I just want to remind you, it
23     has nothing do with ethics in the
24     recusal, the forced recusal of one of
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1     your Commissioners.
2            I taught ethics and I continue
3     to teach ethics different times, but I
4     taught ethics for 11 years at Penn
5     State.  For some of you, that may sound
6     a little odd; what the hell good did he
7     do?
8            That's my point.  I did not only
9     teach ethics, I confronted every

10     administration at Penn State for every
11     year that I was there, starting in
12     1977.  I continue to do so.  I
13     confronted them on their ties to racist
14     South Africa.  It took us 11 years to
15     get Penn State to divest their
16     financial ties to South Africa through
17     a series of presidents.
18            I most recently addressed the
19     letters I've submitted to some of you
20     on this different issue to Graham
21     Spanier.  And I appeal to Graham
22     Spanier to in effect be ethical.  Some
23     of you know where Graham Spanier is
24     these days, or where he will be soon.
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1     And I'm hurt.
2            I'm very proud of my Alma Mater
3     in some ways.  I've received two
4     graduate degrees, a Master's and a
5     doctor.  And I work very hard and I'm
6     proud of my work and all the people
7     there that do good work.  But I'm
8     disgraced that Penn State had to allow
9     itself because of procedural bullshit,

10     this would -- you know, I won't speak
11     as a professor here, and I don't want
12     to offend anybody, but that's what
13     happened.  And they took down the
14     finest football coach I think in
15     American history.  He went to his grave
16     with his reputation tarnished.  He
17     should have his wins, he deserved them.
18     But he went to his grave for, in
19     effect, not serving process.  That's a
20     little bit of an aside, and I'd be
21     welcome to discuss that with anyone
22     here.
23            But what is happening here is
24     not ethics.  It has nothing to do with
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1     ethics.  It has to do with power of
2     politics and you all know that.
3            But my remarks today I passed
4     out to the Commissioners and some of
5     you, I appreciate you were there the
6     other night, I will not repeat my
7     remarks from the other night.  But I
8     will remind you that among all the
9     impact statements you have not done

10     independently and with scientific help,
11     the impact -- PIR is one.  And I'll say
12     it again and I'm not repeating myself,
13     because until you independently assess
14     that, you cannot make an evaluation.
15            My main point, though, is this:
16     There's another handout.  It has two
17     sides, two sides to the paper.  One is
18     a statement by South Jersey Gas.  And,
19     in fact, it says -- you can read it,
20     it's written, I did not write it, it's
21     off the website.  Because I've heard
22     this bouncing around in my head for
23     quite some time now.  I didn't have the
24     exact formulation, I have not read the
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1     transcripts.  It was said here in some
2     words today, basically South Jersey
3     Gas, and they say it in that handout,
4     for the last 20 years that they have
5     never had a major pipeline incident.
6     That's a major disconnect with the back
7     side of the sheet.  On the back side
8     there's some figures.  These are
9     publicly available figures.  They, in

10     fact, have had five -- I can't count
11     them without my glasses.  They've had a
12     number --
13            ATTENDEE:  Time.
14            DR. ALLEN:  -- of injuries.
15     Excuse me, I just want to finish and
16     call it to your attention.
17            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Go ahead.
18            DR. ALLEN:  One involves a
19     pipeline incident for $640,399.  This
20     is now, it should be public record.
21     They have either lied on the record, or
22     they've misinformed us, or they've been
23     sloppy or negligent.  Something has
24     happened in what they did here and it
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1     doesn't connect --
2            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Okay.
3            DR. ALLEN:  -- and you better
4     look into it or you're going to be
5     liable.
6            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  You're going
7     to submit it in writing?
8            DR. ALLEN:  I'm submitting it,
9     please.  And I'll have it --

10            ATTENDEE:  Please.
11            DR. ALLEN:  -- have it for the
12     record.  Thank you.
13            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Thank you,
14     Doctor.
15            (Applause)
16            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Okay.  Now,
17     I mentioned earlier that Miss Reilly
18     might want to go early so she can get
19     her daughter and leave the room and
20     save our stenographer from...
21            So if you wouldn't mind, sir, if
22     we could...
23            Thank you.
24            MS. REILLY:  Less distracting --
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1     I know, it's just -- less distracting
2     for you and more distracting for them.
3     So tried it out.
4            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Go right
5     ahead.
6            MS. REILLY:  My name is
7     Bridgette Reilly, R-e-i-l-l-y.  I am
8     from Medford lakes.
9            I do want to start -- a quote

10     ran across yesterday that -- I wasn't
11     seeking it out, sometimes those things
12     just find you and you go, That's really
13     relevant to what's going on right now.
14            By the way, I didn't bring her
15     as a prop.  This is completely because
16     we did not have availability.  I could
17     not take her to school.  So the snarky
18     looks and everything else, I apologize
19     if it disturbed people.
20            ATTENDEE:  Particularly good
21     when she's cute.
22            MS. REILLY:  So this quote is by
23     Noam Chomsky.  There are a vast number
24     of people who are uninformed and
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1     heavily propagandized but fundamentally
2     decent.  The propaganda that inundates
3     them is effective when unchallenged,
4     but much of it only goes skin deep.  If
5     they can be brought to raise questions
6     and apply their decent instincts and
7     basic intelligence, many people quickly
8     escape the confines of the doctrinal
9     system and are willing to do something

10     to help.
11            I feel like that is incredibly
12     relevant -- sorry.  I feel it's
13     incredibly relevant, because especially
14     in light of when we came in the room
15     and witnessed something effective, like
16     a gag order.  I was really disheartened
17     to see that, very sad to see that
18     somebody who was speaking out against
19     the somewhat majority of what's going
20     on here, up in Trenton and everywhere
21     else, that they were asked to go.
22            And I was not against what the
23     first speaker said when he said BS,
24     that it was going to be hurting and
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1     hurtful to my child's ears.  She is --
2     she hears the truth.  She hears the
3     truth at home.  If there were more kids
4     that did hear every bit of every single
5     argument that's going on, all the
6     slippery slope politics that are going
7     on, we wouldn't be here.  Hopefully in
8     25 years we won't be here, because
9     there are people with integrity.

10            I know all of you Commissioners
11     do have integrity.  I am afraid that
12     many are being leaned on and are then
13     afraid for their jobs.  I -- jobs, I
14     know a bunch of people are here because
15     of jobs.  This isn't about jobs.  We've
16     been saying this.  I feel like I'm in a
17     relationship with you people.  This is
18     like my spouse, 15 years ago, having
19     the same damn argument, again and
20     again.  Been saying it since June, your
21     job, your job is solely to look at what
22     your charter is and what it says about
23     what your job is here as stewards.
24     It's not about whether there are people
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1     with money in their pocket.  And I -- I
2     told you before, I'm married to a
3     tradesman.  I know what those long-term
4     jobs are like.  You know, you hope that
5     you get those jobs, because then you've
6     got, like, you know, six months of
7     solidarity, you've got six months of
8     knowing that you've got something that
9     will be in your account every two

10     weeks.  But that's not worth, you know,
11     what I've got here on my hip, what's
12     going to be happening to these kids
13     later down the road.  It's just -- it's
14     just not.  And you guys know -- stop.
15     You guys know that what your job is, is
16     to stand up for the Pinelands.  That's
17     why we're in this room, decorated so
18     nicely with pieces of Pineland beauty.
19            Thank you.
20            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Thank you.
21            MS. REILLY:  Sorry if I
22     disturbed people.  And...
23            (Applause)
24            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Thank you
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1     for your...  And you can go ahead.  And
2     you'll be followed by Bill Coverly.
3            MR. YOUNG:  David Young,
4     Y-o-u-n-g.  I'm a member of Local Union
5     351.
6            Good afternoon, Commissioners.
7            I'm here today supporting the
8     project of BL England Beesley's Point
9     to move forward as a new natural gas

10     power plant and as a cleaner
11     alternative source to power generate
12     [sic].
13            As we know, the -- the plant is
14     an antiquated coal plant, coal-fired
15     plant producing electricity, it's not
16     efficient as needed or as
17     environmental -- environmentally
18     friendly.  As a natural gas plant, we
19     would ever be expand -- excuse me.  As
20     a natural gas plant, provide much
21     needed energy to an ever-expanding and
22     increasingly demanding environment in
23     our region.  The cleaner solution for
24     the future and the region.  Please vote
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1     yes.
2            Thank you.
3            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Thank you,
4     Mr. Young.
5            (Applause)
6            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Bill
7     Coverly.  And he'll be followed by
8     Andrew Dubrul.
9            MR. COVERLY:  Good afternoon,

10     Commission.
11            My name is Bill Coverly,
12     C-o-v-e-r-l-y.  I'm a long-life
13     resident of New Jersey, living in the
14     heart of the Pines in Tabernacle.
15            I heard all, both sides of this
16     story, as you have.  I think you know
17     what the right decision is.  It's a
18     win-win situation for both sides.
19     They're getting rid of a coal plant
20     that's putting mercury in the air and
21     it's getting into -- into our fish.
22     You can read the websites.  I don't
23     think you're allowed to eat one fish
24     out of our streams of New Jersey

Page 132

1     because of the mercury.  If this would
2     help clean up the industry with this
3     gas and less emissions, I think it's a
4     win-win situation for both of us.
5            Yes, we have to give a little
6     bit to gain some.  And I think we're
7     going to be gaining a lot if this gas
8     line goes through.
9            And I hope your vote is yes.

10            Thank you.
11            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Thank you
12     Mr. Coverly.
13            (Applause)
14            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Andrew
15     Dubrul.  And then followed by George
16     McGeon of Bass River Township.
17            MR. DUBRUL:  Hi.  My name is
18     Andrew Dubrul.
19            Thank you for letting me speak.
20            This will be my third time
21     speaking.  I'll try to say some
22     different things.
23            I feel that you're under a lot
24     of pressure and you're being bullied.
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1     And I feel this is an awful idea,
2     putting this gas line in.
3            The power plant was supposed to
4     be decommissioned a long time ago.
5     There was a lot of controversy putting
6     the lines in.
7            My background, I teach high
8     school biology, environmental science.
9     I've worked on many, many projects.

10     I've spent much -- most of my free time
11     before I had kids just tromping around
12     in the woods.  I know where endangered
13     and threatened species are that aren't
14     supposed to be there.  This is a fact.
15     We live in this super densely populated
16     State.  And, yet, we have over a
17     million acres of undeveloped land.
18     Something like the Pine Barrens tree
19     frog, which was delisted to taking off
20     endangered status, it still has the
21     same protection as threatened, but the
22     reason we have so many is because we
23     have this big chunk of contiguous
24     forest.
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1            The bigger issue is protecting a
2     big chunk.  We need to have a big chunk
3     that we're not doing things to.  The
4     Pinelands Comprehensive Management Plan
5     was set up a long time ago to protect
6     this.  And there were all kinds of
7     things that they couldn't see then that
8     are happening now.  But the whole
9     reason it was set up was to protect us.

10            I've worked on -- I've worked at
11     Warren Grove Bombing Range.  I've
12     worked on Parker Preserve.  I've worked
13     for the Pinelands Commissions as a
14     field technician to do radiotelemetry
15     of some rattlesnakes.  I've
16     radio-tracked bog turtles for the
17     Endangered Species Program.  I've
18     worked for private consulting firms.  I
19     know how it works.  And it is pretty
20     ridiculous that we hire -- if I want to
21     build some giant store or anything, I'm
22     going to hire a consulting firm.  I can
23     hire a whole bunch.  And I'll have some
24     that give me really nice reports and
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1     some that give me the reports that I
2     want to see.  I'll pay all my guys and
3     I'll submit the report that I like the
4     best that says the least.
5            Putting in this pipeline is a
6     big deal.  People think it's such a
7     small line going in.  It's a long
8     infrastructure, that's great that it's
9     a long infrastructure.  It's not good

10     the way that these things are -- are
11     done.  There's going to be a lot of
12     spoils coming out of the ground that
13     won't be collected.  They're -- the
14     biologists that will be watching,
15     they're not going to be able to see the
16     whole thing.
17            The -- there's 22 miles.  How
18     much work is that going to give?
19     That's -- that's like the people that
20     have the argument of wanting work, the
21     union workers, I understand that, but
22     that's such a brief window of time of
23     work.
24            ATTENDEE:  It's the plan.
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1            MR. DUBRUL:  It's what?
2            ATTENDEE:  It's the plan.
3            MR. DUBRUL:  It's the plan.
4            Okay, thank you.
5            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Thank you,
6     Mr. Dubrul.
7            Okay.  George, it looks like
8     George McGeon of Bass River Township.
9     George?

10            Okay.  Arnold and Emma Fishman
11     we heard from.
12            Georgina Shanley.  Miss Shanley
13     will be followed by Bill Wolfe.
14            MS. SHANLEY:  Just in the
15     interest of equal time, there's
16     opportunity here.
17            Good evening, almost, everybody
18     at the Pinelands, Commissioners and
19     staff and neighbors.
20            Just wanted to welcome Miss
21     Ashmun back, and I hope you feel well
22     and be very careful with yourself.  And
23     also to Mr. Avery.
24            My name is Georgina,
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1     G-e-o-r-g-i-n-a, Shanley,
2     S-h-a-n-l-e-y.  And I just would like
3     to say that the hungry wolves are just
4     smacking their lips right now, looking
5     at the Pinelands to put that fierce big
6     pipe through.  And it's --
7            ATTENDEE:  Wow.
8            MS. SHANLEY:  "Wow" is right,
9     that's exactly right.  It's coming not

10     only in the form of the gas company,
11     it's coming in the form of our own
12     Government removing one of the most
13     objective, maybe equally intelligent
14     Commissioner from the process of
15     examining this question.  And it's
16     very, very chilling what just happened.
17     And we have been saying it all along
18     that this process has been very
19     difficult for everybody.  But I have
20     absolute confidence that the -- pray at
21     the end of this, the Pinelands is being
22     protected by you.  That you have been
23     given this great, great charge of
24     preserving, protecting and enhancing
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1     the Pinelands.  And this application of
2     the South Jersey Gas via the BPU is not
3     for the wellbeing of the people of the
4     Pinelands.  It's not for the wellbeing
5     of the Pinelands.  And it is in
6     violation of the Comprehensive
7     Management Plan.
8            And for so many years we have
9     been fighting that coal plant.  I live

10     downwind for the last 28 years of the
11     coal plant in Beesley's Point.  And for
12     28 years -- for 20 years I've been
13     fighting it.  And we have been up
14     against it.  People have said, have
15     denied that there was any health
16     problems.  Suddenly, now we're hearing
17     that coal is very bad, the plant is
18     very bad.  And the Commissioners even
19     in 2004 of the Cape May County
20     Freeholders, they passed a resolution
21     to keep it open, even though they knew
22     of the health problems.
23            And we all know that Upper
24     Township gets $6.4 million a year to
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1     keep this thing open, as a bribe,
2     whatever.  It's to keep it open in
3     spite of it.
4            And I think there's a great
5     betrayal of the workers.
6            This ultra fine particles of gas
7     plants emissions are so much more
8     dangerous than the coal plant.
9            And check your facts.  Look at

10     Professor Froines, F-r-o-i-n-e-s, look
11     at his research.  They're smaller, they
12     go deeper into the actual cells.  So
13     you're being betrayed.  And it's only
14     for nine months that your job will
15     last.  And Miss Ashmun's question has
16     never been answered, two of them; What
17     is the compelling need for repowering
18     and, secondary, What are the secondary
19     impacts from repowering and from the
20     pipeline itself?
21            And there has never been an
22     answer.
23            And I think the waiver has to be
24     examined.
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1            And I ask you to deny this MOA.
2            Thank you very much.
3            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Thank you.
4            (Applause)
5            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Bill Wolfe,
6     followed by Marianne Clemente.
7            MR. WOLFE:  Bill Wolfe,
8     W-o-l-f-e.  I'm the Director of
9     New Jersey PEER.

10            I'll preface my comments with
11     three points.  What we -- what we saw
12     earlier with the recusal from the
13     staff, Commission -- Commissioner Lloyd
14     was an extraordinary piece of raw
15     political power.  I had filed
16     complaints with the Ethics Commission.
17     They are very diligent in their review
18     process.  They interview witnesses.
19     They take sworn statements under oath.
20     They do a quasi-judicial inquiry.
21            For them to knock out a
22     Commissioner of the Pinelands without
23     any paper trail, without any
24     opportunity to rebut, is just a raw
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1     exercise of power.  It's unAmerican,
2     it's wrong.  And you should all object
3     to that.  I think it's going to be
4     pursued.
5            Secondarily, DEP's testimony was
6     also extraordinary.  They put facts on
7     the record that had not been there
8     before.  And they're outside the scope
9     of the DEP's purported air quality

10     analysis posted by the Commission.
11     Specifically, they said that the
12     emissions from either the pipeline or
13     the BL England plant were combined, I
14     can't recall which, constituted
15     2.5 million tons of greenhouse gas
16     emissions, a value they said was
17     insignificant in context of the larger
18     statewide picture.  That -- that is
19     completely factually false.  That's
20     approximately 15 percent of the power
21     sector's emission.  And if we were
22     still in the regional greenhouse gas
23     initiative, they'd be paying
24     approximately $10 million a year in
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1     emission fees.
2            So your one time $8 million
3     contribution has to be evaluated within
4     the real cost, and have we been in REGI
5     for emission allowances.
6            Number three preference point
7     is this -- this hearing has not been
8     public noticed.  It is not a public
9     hearing on the project or on the MOA

10     itself.  It's procedurally deficient.
11            I'll note the hearing closed on
12     last Monday night, and I confirmed that
13     with the hearing officer.  And at that
14     time the hearing closed when there were
15     more than 20 people present in the
16     audience who had signed up to testify
17     that were unable to speak.  You have
18     not provided due process to those
19     people, and I object to that.
20            Now to the substance of my
21     comments, the framework for the --
22     under the CMP and the Pinelands
23     Protection Act for review of this
24     project would either be a plan
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1     amendment like it did in the Garden
2     State Parkway case or the -- it's been
3     mentioned before, a waiver of strict --
4     strict compliance.
5            The MOA is not a legally viable
6     vehicle, because BPU is not a public
7     development agency.  And even if they
8     were, they'd have -- they'd be subject
9     to EO-215 for state agencies and they'd

10     have to submit an environmental impact
11     statement, which they have not done so.
12     You cannot have it both ways.
13            The Commission's rules lack
14     standards for what -- to demonstrate
15     equivalent protection.  Therefore, the
16     MOA effectively becomes a regulation
17     under the Supreme Court's Metromedia
18     decision that requires promulgation of
19     rules.  It's a violation of the Supreme
20     Court's Metromedia case that will be
21     litigated, I'm sure.
22            The review process is fatally
23     flawed.  There's evidence of agency
24     capture.  The $8 million constitutes an
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1     inducement, an extraction or illegal
2     bribe, whatever you might want to call
3     it.  And the public appearance is an
4     ethical violation in and itself.  State
5     ethics law is driven by appearance.
6     There's been no independent signed
7     sanction or expertise for -- as part of
8     the formal record.  The Commission is
9     not authorized to consider the EMP.

10     You've elevated the Energy Master Plan
11     above the CMP and that's wrong.
12            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Thank you,
13     Mr...
14            (Applause)
15            MS. CLEMENTE:  I just want to
16     say, before you start the clock, please
17     make sure you start the clock after I
18     spell my first and last name, which has
19     been totally inconsistent throughout
20     this whole hearing when the -- when the
21     union people got up, it started -- it
22     started after they said their --
23     spelled their name.
24            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Please spell
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1     your name.
2            MS. CLEMENTE:  So please --
3            MS. NOBLE:  I disagree, I
4     disagree.
5            MS. CLEMENTE:  So I would
6     appreciate your starting the clock
7     after I spell my name.
8            Okay?
9            Thank you.

10            My name is Marianne Clemente,
11     that's M-a-r-i-a-n-n-e, Clemente,
12     C-l-e-m-e-n-t-e.
13            Okay.  The first thing I wanted
14     to say, I thought that this was
15     supposed to -- I -- I was supposed to
16     go to DC today for a workshop.  I
17     thought this was much more important to
18     make an appearance here and speak.
19            So you have to realize that we
20     as public citizens are taking our time
21     and effort and passion to come and
22     speak out against this pipeline.
23            Also, I thought there were two
24     purposes that were going to be added on
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1     to today's meeting.  And that was the
2     consideration of having South Jersey
3     Gas present a waiver to this Commission
4     so that an environmental impact study
5     would be required, which is -- just
6     seems like common sense, as someone
7     else had used that word, common sense
8     to have to provide an environmental
9     impact study.  And the other one was to

10     consider the idea of accepting comments
11     from independent scientific people.
12     None of that got mentioned today.  I'm
13     appalled at that.  As appalled as
14     everybody is by Commissioner Lloyd's
15     being taken off.
16            The union people talk about the
17     jobs, the coal, gas.  That is not the
18     purpose of this hearing.  The coal is
19     gone, it's gone.  And the -- if they
20     wanted to be so concerned about the air
21     and -- and black lung, then you should
22     have switched to gas 20 years ago.
23            And as far as jobs, there will
24     be more jobs with alternate energy
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1     being installed, more sustaining jobs
2     that will be ongoing as opposed to
3     temporary.  People coming -- and what
4     I've noticed is that the people --
5     people like me, I'm an ordinary citizen
6     coming to speak before you, from my
7     heart.  And I have not seen one person,
8     maybe one come to speak for this
9     pipeline from the public, other than a

10     union or a politician or a member of
11     a -- an agency come to speak before
12     these Pinelands Commissions to give
13     their -- their -- their feelings,
14     their -- their ideas, their input.  But
15     you have hundreds of people that have
16     come before this Commission to speak
17     about substantive issues around this
18     pipeline, substantive issues as to why
19     this pipeline should not be employed.
20     And yet, the other side just comes and
21     says, it's going to be jobs, it'll
22     clean the environment.  Well, dammit,
23     the environment has been dirtied by
24     coal for all of these years.  That's
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1     not the issue.
2            Your job is to preserve, protect
3     and enhance the Pinelands.  And if
4     there are any infrastructure kinds of
5     deals, it has to be for the benefit of
6     the people of the Pinelands.
7            ATTENDEE:  Time.
8            MS. CLEMENTE:  And this clearly
9     does not meet that.

10            Thank you.
11            (Applause)
12            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Nancy Klein,
13     followed by Kate Millsaps.
14            MS. KLEIN:  Good afternoon,
15     Nancy Klein, K-l-e-i-n.
16            Boy, I've got a whole lot.  I
17     was going to read from a statement, but
18     that kind of evolves.
19            First of all, again, my
20     condolences about John Haas and
21     Mr. Sullivan, who, by the way, is
22     really upset with you guys.  This is
23     huge.  He wrote this.  He believed in
24     it.  You gave him a moment of silence.
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1     And we have all this; we have
2     bickering, we have sneers, we have
3     cheers over something, I don't care
4     what anybody says about jobs, about
5     homes.  I don't even have a job.
6     That's fine, it'll work.  That is not
7     the issue.  Mr. Sullivan wrote the CMP.
8     And it's wrong for you people to let
9     the gas company override your common

10     sense.  It is illegal.  That's --
11     that's what it is.  And it's really
12     upsetting to me, as you can tell.
13            And some prior statements that I
14     wanted to make.  I'm concerned about
15     the issue of the offer of money.  And I
16     know some of the Commissioners are
17     concerned about that, too.  $8 million
18     in anybody's book is a bribe, no matter
19     what.  They're trying to buy you and
20     they're trying to sell you.  And
21     they're trying to sell the public on
22     jobs.  Things are evolving.  The
23     Pinelands Commission is pivotal.  We've
24     got a point going on here.
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1            I know a woodsman in the Pine
2     Barrens, who cut trees all his life,
3     knew the woods like the back of his
4     hand.  I spent time with him,
5     incredible.  But things changed.  He
6     can't cut trees.  He's gone now.  But
7     it changes and it's painful.  Gas has
8     got to change.  It's not sustainable,
9     coal is not sustainable.  It's going to

10     end sooner or later.  It's going to run
11     out.  You're going to have to look for
12     other means to provide for all this
13     energy.
14            And, yeah, I got a gas stove.
15     Yeah, I got electric heat.  But doggone
16     it -- and I guess the final straw, and
17     I know that Mr. Sullivan will be really
18     upset, is that we lost a Commissioner.
19     And you know damn well that's the
20     Governor.  And I don't care how long it
21     takes for you people to sit here or how
22     many meetings it takes, you have got to
23     realize the bottom line.  All these
24     flowery words, the woods, trees, flora,
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1     fauna, animals, it's all nice.  But
2     bottom line, it's illegal.  He should
3     have been turned away from the
4     beginning.
5            Thank you.
6            (Applause)
7            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Kate
8     Millsaps, followed by Dave Pringle.
9            MS. MILLSAPS:  My name is Kate

10     Millsaps, M-i double l-s-a-p-s.  And
11     I'm the Conservation Program
12     Coordinator with New Jersey Sierra
13     Club.
14            And I just want to reiterate
15     that protecting the Pinelands and
16     upholding the CMP is the job of the
17     Pinelands Commission.
18            By voting no on this project you
19     are not saying that you are opposed to
20     natural gas plans or anything.  You are
21     saying that you want to uphold the CMP.
22     You do not want to see it violated.
23     This is not the place to be having this
24     conversation.
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1            If this region really needs a
2     gas plant, then South Jersey Gas can
3     come in the right way for a waiver of
4     strict compliance from the Act, pay the
5     extra money to do it outside of the
6     Pinelands or find a way that does not
7     violate the environmental standards of
8     the Pinelands region.
9            If this project was being

10     proposed at the Federal level, if this
11     project was an interstate pipeline and
12     it was before the Federal Regulatory --
13     or Energy Regulatory Commission, it
14     would be regulated by the Natural Gas
15     Act, which is essentially a bill
16     written for the gas industry, to serve
17     the gas industry.
18            Any brand new pipeline in a
19     virgin right-of-way that has -- that a
20     right-of-way that was never had a
21     pipeline in before, automatically an
22     environmental impact statement process
23     is triggered under the National
24     Environmental Policy Act.  That
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1     requires Federal regulators to document
2     clearly each and every environmental
3     impact that they and the public has
4     identified could potentially arise and
5     address that concern.  The Pinelands
6     Commission has not gone down that path
7     whatsoever.
8            That path also includes at least
9     two rounds, potentially three rounds of

10     open public hearings, specifically on
11     the Environmental Impact Statement and
12     about 120 days of comment period,
13     specifically on the documents relating
14     to project construction.
15            At the Pinelands Commission, you
16     had about 15 days to review the MOA and
17     comments on it, even less than that for
18     the supporting documents.
19            You're telling me that a Federal
20     law written to serve the natural gas
21     industry is going to have more
22     protective standards than a Commission
23     whose sole purpose is to protect the
24     natural resources of the Pinelands?
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1            I don't know if anything could
2     possibly be more clearly strong arming
3     by the Governor to try and take an
4     independent commission that is here to
5     protect the Pinelands region and push
6     through a project that we all know is
7     wrong for this region.
8            Coal is off the table at the
9     BL England plant, we're talking about

10     either shutting it down, which will
11     have the most beneficiary air emission
12     reduction impacts and most beneficiary
13     environmental impacts for the region or
14     refueling it on fracked gas to keep an
15     ancient plant going to continue
16     polluting the Great Egg Harbor.
17            I think that this is perfectly
18     clear and the process needs to be done
19     in a legal manner, not through an MOA.
20            Thank you.
21            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Thank you.
22            (Applause)
23            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Dave
24     Pringle, followed by Amy Karpati.
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1            MR. PRINGLE:  David Pringle of
2     Clean Water Action.  You also have 245
3     E-mails over the last couple days
4     opposed to the MOA.
5            We have sympathized with the
6     Commission, you're going through a
7     Herculean effort here.  I know it's
8     frustrating to hear the same things
9     over and over again for the past six

10     months.  But let's put it in
11     perspective.  We have only known for
12     two weeks what this is MOA is.  So
13     while you've heard some of this before,
14     you really need to be listening now.  I
15     know it's a pain, but you really need
16     to be extending the public comment
17     period and having more public hearings.
18            There's supposed to be a vote
19     today.  And I think it's no coincidence
20     that Mr. Lloyd has been kicked off the
21     Commission for these purposes, and as
22     though he suggested that there should
23     be a vote on whether the MOA is even an
24     appropriate vehicle here.  How he got
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1     this far with the Commission not making
2     a determination whether the MOA is the
3     appropriate vehicle is -- is a real
4     problem.
5            But a bigger problem is your
6     integrity is being -- already being
7     challenged and is being challenged even
8     more now because of this MOA process
9     and because of the treatment of

10     Mr. Lloyd.
11            For 18 months there's been a
12     secret, there's negotiations going on,
13     number one.
14            Number two, again, it hasn't
15     been six months, it's been two weeks
16     since we've seen this MOA.  On
17     Thanksgiving Eve, on Hanukkah Eve, we
18     had one week before the public hearing,
19     two weeks to comment, that is not
20     enough time to understand this, to hire
21     experts, to have them understand it and
22     effectively communicate.
23            The hearing was a joke.  The
24     three-minute limit with the constant
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1     bickering and interruptions and
2     pressure prevented folks, many folks,
3     even those that testified, including
4     myself, to testify effectively.  And
5     many people were prevented even from
6     testifying, some couldn't even get into
7     the room.
8            The $8 million is chump change.
9     And, minimally, if -- if there's an

10     appearance of conflict with Mr. Lloyd,
11     there is a conflict with that
12     $8 million.  And with that, there is no
13     conflict, there was not a due process.
14     There was no investigation.  No one
15     heard his side.  There's no order in
16     writing.  Was it the staff of the
17     Commission that made the decision?
18     There was no notice of that decision.
19     There was no public process on that
20     decision.  And we all know the
21     Commission is stacked with Christie
22     cronies, five Republicans, two
23     Democrats.  And you know there's no
24     way, they're not going to bust the
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1     Governor.  And everybody knows the
2     Governor wants this project, however
3     the hell he can get it done.
4            It's -- I reject -- I think it
5     looks horrible that we have a Deputy
6     Attorney General here as the -- as the
7     counsel to the Commission, the very
8     same Deputy General who kicked Ed Lloyd
9     off the Commission.

10            It's not needed, there are
11     alternative routes.  The environmental
12     impact, just to even suggest a minimal
13     environmental impact is a joke.  The
14     DEP is a joke.  The -- that -- the D --
15     that's not the DEP's position, that's
16     Chris Christie ordering Bob Martin,
17     ordering staff to not speak the truth.
18     They didn't evaluate climate change,
19     they didn't evaluate carbon dioxide,
20     they didn't evaluate cooling towers,
21     they didn't evaluate habitat.  They're
22     not doing their job.
23            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Dave...
24            MR. PRINGLE:  There's no way
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1     Franklin Parker or Richard --
2            ATTENDEE:  Time.
3            ATTENDEE:  Time.
4            ATTENDEE:  Time.
5            (OVERLAPPING SPEAKERS,
6     UNINTELLIGIBLE)
7            ATTENDEE:  Time.
8            (OVERLAPPING SPEAKERS,
9     UNINTELLIGIBLE)

10            MR. PRINGLE:  We're designed to
11     be independent of the Governor.
12            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Dave,
13     please.
14            MR. PRINGLE:  Your --
15            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Please.
16            MR. PRINGLE:  Your independence
17     is being challenged.
18            (Applause)
19            MR. PRINGLE:  We ask you to
20     extend the public comment.
21            ATTENDEE:  Time.
22            MR. PRINGLE:  And hold a public
23     hearing.  And we ask that every single
24     comment be responded to.  Even the ones
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1     you think aren't relevant, you should
2     at least flag in your comments that you
3     don't think they're relevant.
4            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  We do
5     respond to them.  Thank you.
6            Okay.  Amy Karpati.  And then
7     Amy will be followed by --
8            DR. KARPATI:  I have folders
9     here that will help the Commissioners

10     understand my testimony.  I understand
11     if you don't have time to hand them
12     out, but...
13            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Did you want
14     to spread them...
15            DR. KARPATI:  If you can.  I'm
16     not sure...  Yeah.  Thank you.
17            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Did you want
18     us to have this --
19            DR. KARPATI:  If you can.
20            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Yeah.
21            And I'll try that, the next --
22     the name of the next person again.  It
23     looks like Presencia [sic] LaVerge from
24     Democratic Republican for Congress,
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1     New Jersey District 3.
2            And if that person is not here,
3     then it would Ron Hutchison.
4            DR. KARPATI:  My name is Dr. Amy
5     Karpati, K-a-r-p-a-t-i.  I'm the
6     Director for Conservation Science with
7     Pinelands Preservation Alliance.
8            First of all, the forced removal
9     of Commissioner Lloyd is yet another

10     deficit, another defect of the MOA and
11     represents inappropriate political
12     coercion.
13            I'd like to address a couple
14     scientific issues related to the South
15     Jersey Gas pipeline included in the
16     associated MOA.  I'm going to read so
17     that I can move quickly.
18            I wanted to present more
19     extensive comments regarding the
20     threatened and endangered species
21     report submitted by South Jersey Gas,
22     but I'll have to gloss over it.
23            Suffice it to say that this T&E
24     report, especially the version of this
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1     report not redacted by the Commission
2     concerns me, because of the presence of
3     rare plant, animal species and habitat
4     on or within the vicinity of the
5     proposed Pinelands route.
6            The pipeline project travels not
7     just under roads, but through wooded
8     uplands, wetlands and streams and this
9     has been minimized or even dismissed by

10     the MOA in discussions of it.
11            And, honestly, I can't even
12     believe that people are coming up here
13     and saying that this pipeline will be
14     entirely within the footprint of the
15     paved road.
16            I'd like to talk about sea level
17     rise and what that means for the BL
18     England plant and reliability issues.
19     Pinelands supporters have emphatically
20     stated that the BL England plant is
21     needed to ensure post-Sandy regional
22     energy reliability.  But the BL England
23     plant is located just three to 11 feet
24     above sea level on the coastline of
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1     Beesley's Point.  And the image that
2     you see in front of you right now, this
3     is a map that was generated using the
4     National Oceanic and Atmospheric
5     Administration's sea level rise
6     planning tool.  And the BL England
7     plant is circled there in red.  The
8     yellow areas, these are flood risk
9     areas based on FEMA flood hazard maps,

10     plus the most conservative estimate of
11     sea level rise, which is just .3 feet,
12     4 inches by the year 2050.  For
13     reference, this study just came out of
14     Rutgers and Tufts Universities, that
15     the Jersey coast will experience 1.5 to
16     3.5 feet of sea level rise over the
17     next 100 years.
18            And so given the inherent
19     vulnerabilities associated with the
20     plant's location, is it really a
21     defensible argument to say that
22     repowering the BL England plant will
23     ensure regional energy reliability?
24            Does this sound like a sound or
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1     wise investment infrastructure as folks
2     from South Jersey Gas have claimed?
3            I urge that the Commission not
4     be shortsighted when weighing the value
5     of waiving CPM rules for this kind of
6     development.
7            The Pinelands Commission was
8     created to implement the CMP as rules
9     and standards to be followed, not as

10     regulations to be worked around or paid
11     around.  And Pinelands Preservation
12     Alliance urges that the Commission not
13     enter into the proposed MOA.
14            Thank you.
15            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Thank you,
16     Doctor.
17            (Applause)
18            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Professor
19     Hutchison, followed by Jay Sciullo.
20            MR. HUTCHISON:  My name is Ron
21     Hutchison, H-u-t-c-h-i-s-o-n.
22            I'd like to -- I have some
23     prepared remarks, I'd like to submit
24     them as is and comment on the DEP's

Page 165

1     remarks earlier.
2            I wrote down some things very
3     quickly, but as Mr. Wolfe pointed out,
4     there -- I think they said a
5     2.2 percent increase in the greenhouse
6     gas emissions in the State of New
7     Jersey.  We need to get that number
8     down 50 percent.  Any increase now is
9     going to make it that much more

10     difficult to decrease by 50 percent our
11     greenhouse gas usage to prevent more of
12     the damage that we're seeing in the
13     Pinelands that I'll talk about in a
14     second.
15            Number two, the other option the
16     DEP presented was three options,
17     there's a fourth option, it's called
18     shutting it down.  And in that case
19     then there is no problem with
20     particulates, there is no pollution.
21     We have, as I've mentioned before this
22     Committee many times, we have an ever
23     decreasing amount of electricity used
24     in this region and there is no need for
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1     this plant.
2            Number three, the reliability
3     part I think has been -- has been
4     roundly, you know, made fun of by us,
5     because it's -- it does not provide
6     that reliability, to only a very small
7     section.
8            The other thing, too, that I
9     really dislike the gas companies

10     talking about is the reliability in the
11     sense of broken gas lines.  They take
12     three-quarter inch gas lines going to
13     people's houses that were destroyed by
14     a hurricane, which is horrible and
15     devastating and -- and make that seem
16     as if they're -- they have -- they're
17     going to have problems with their giant
18     30-inch pipelines.
19            Okay.  Another thing I wanted to
20     submit is a -- is a very -- is a new
21     article on using wind, water and solar
22     to power the entire United States of
23     America 99.99 percent of the time.  I
24     won't go into that, but this is very
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1     reasonable and it's a very good answer
2     to those that say the wind doesn't blow
3     and the sun doesn't shine.  You can see
4     that very easily.
5            The other thing with respect to
6     jobs, I also have a report on renewable
7     jobs.  If you really want to help these
8     people get jobs, you can create up to
9     five times more jobs by using renewable

10     energy.  This is a report done by
11     Cayman (phonetic) [sic], et al.,
12     Generating Clean Energy Jobs.  So
13     please put these people to work by --
14     by using the BL England plant for
15     solar.
16            And then, finally, the last
17     30 seconds, I want to talk about two
18     issues.  One is the pine beetle.  These
19     are directly related to climate change.
20     The Southern Pine Beetle is now a
21     serious problem in your forests and I
22     think you know about that.  And the
23     other one is, this carbon dioxide and
24     water use, which is the last item I'll
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1     give you.  It's important to know that
2     those are serious threats for the
3     forests.  And so by -- by repowering
4     the plant and producing more pollution,
5     that's going to hurt your Pinelands,
6     you're setting a very bad example.
7            Thank you.
8            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Thank you.
9            (Applause)

10            MR. HUTCHISON:  I also have 419
11     signatures in addition to the other
12     signatures.
13            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Thank you.
14            (Applause)
15            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Jay Sciullo,
16     followed by Margo Pellegrino.
17            Is Jay here?
18            Okay.  Margo, I guess...
19            MS. PELLEGRINO:  Now?
20            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Yes, you're
21     up.
22            MS. PELLEGRINO:  Oh.
23            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  After Margo
24     will be -- no, Bridgette we already
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1     heard from.
2            ATTENDEE:  Yeah.
3            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  James Rapp
4     will be after Margo.
5            MS. PELLEGRINO:  Margo
6     Pellegrino, M-a-r-g-o,
7     P-e-l-l-e-g-r-i-n-o.
8            You know, it's really warm in
9     here.

10            ATTENDEE:  Yes, it is.
11            MS. PELLEGRINO:  You don't need
12     any heat on in this room, you got it
13     all generating, right here.
14            You know, we know this is a huge
15     issue and we've been hearing about it,
16     ad nauseam.  This really isn't about
17     jobs.  This really isn't about the
18     power plant.  This is about the CMP.
19     And, you know, if we're going to talk
20     about the power plant, how about we
21     talk, like, you know, Cindy said -- had
22     mentioned, it's on a tidal body of
23     water that is prone to flooding.  You
24     know, where is this going to be
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1     20 years from now?  Things are getting
2     worse.  We cannot deny climate change.
3     And investing more in fossil fuel, I
4     mean, hey, I guess it's going to
5     happen, because, obviously, you know,
6     this -- this kind of stuff is going to
7     happen.  There's such a huge push.  You
8     know, this crazy -- you know, this --
9     this -- this forest setback here with

10     Commissioner Lloyd being asked to
11     recuse himself, this is crazy.  Let me
12     tell you, this is like a Banana
13     Republic right now.  You've got all the
14     guys talking about jobs, jobs, jobs,
15     jobs.  Well, all those guys, I mean --
16     there's going to even be -- like, doing
17     the pipeline, is there going to be that
18     many jobs?
19            And for how long is it going to
20     last?
21            You know, this is crazy.
22            And we're talking about the CMP,
23     back to the CMP.  Oh, boy.  Yeah, I say
24     oh, boy all right, because -- and talk
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1     about the fear mongering, oh, the fear.
2     Well, you know what, we have got to
3     figure out something different.  And by
4     continuing to invest in this -- and I
5     remind myself, I have to remind myself,
6     this is the CMP, and I tell my kids all
7     the time, resist bullying, use me.  And
8     mommy's rule is as an excuse to do the
9     right thing.  We need you guys to

10     please remember the CMP, the legacy,
11     your legacy.  Do the right thing.
12            A pipeline around the Pinelands
13     will create more jobs for a longer
14     period of time, because it's a longer
15     pipeline.
16            You know what?  BL England is
17     under a lawsuit right now between
18     (Unintelligible) Action and Sierra
19     Club.  And I can read a statement from
20     Cindy Zipf about the whole cooling
21     issues.  The fact that, you know,
22     it's -- it's still violating the CWA
23     and the owner is, you know, right now
24     trying to say, Oh, no, you know,
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1     it's -- it -- we're still going to do
2     this, we're still going to be killing
3     tons of fish.
4            You know, if you're a fisherman,
5     forget really the -- the Egg Harbor
6     River, because this isn't going to
7     remedy that.  This is not going to
8     remedy that.  And this is about the
9     CMP, and this is about the Pinelands,

10     and the whole creation of the
11     Pinelands, and why this was instituted,
12     why it was so necessary back when it
13     was created and why -- obviously, when
14     you have gas officials here, union guys
15     here, the DEP here, here, in little
16     South Jersey to speak on behalf of this
17     pipeline, it's like making you scratch
18     your head, including the freeholder
19     who's very likely bought by Norcross,
20     who's also interested in this.
21            ATTENDEE:  So what's your
22     interest?
23            MS. PELLEGRINO:  My interest
24     is --
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1            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Don't
2     interrupt.
3            MS. PELLEGRINO:  -- in
4     protecting the future --
5            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Don't
6     interrupt.
7            MS. PELLEGRINO:  -- for my
8     children and for making sure that the
9     Pinelands Commission does what it was

10     intended to do.
11            And yes, sir, I can tell you
12     where to shove that, but I won't.
13            (Applause)
14            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  James Rapp,
15     followed by Doug O'Malley.  Mr. Rapp.
16            (Off-the-record discussion)
17            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  All right.
18     Let's -- let's not interrupt the
19     speakers, please, when they're
20     speaking.  We got to hear them, as you
21     do.
22            Go ahead, Mr. Rapp.
23            ATTENDEE:  Good morning [sic].
24            I wish to point out that the
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1     other night's meeting was 90 percent
2     against the pipeline.  And I,
3     unfortunately, would make it incumbent
4     upon every Commissioner to look at
5     every -- the footage that's there and
6     read, and read the transcript.
7            I would also like to point out
8     that there's trade negotiations that
9     just ended, luckily unsuccessfully,

10     that would make this entire issue moot.
11            I want to go on record that the
12     Pacific Trade Agreement would have
13     overridden any and all regulations now
14     supported by the CMP.  And I -- I thank
15     God that it has been -- has been
16     defeated, and soundly.
17            I'd also like to point out and
18     support the people who say that this is
19     just railroading and through our
20     nation.  The lack of press coverage,
21     the misleading advertisement on
22     television, the constant advertising
23     from the API with misleading
24     information has -- has not allowed the
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1     American people to make an educated
2     decision on the subject of
3     hydrofracking and liquified natural
4     gas.
5            Now, I'm going to address these
6     union members, because apparently today
7     is union day here.
8            My fellow card-carrying
9     organized labor union members continue

10     to be the most efficient, most
11     productive workforce that man has ever
12     known.  It is my sincere desire that
13     any strategy to repower the BLM [sic]
14     plant include an agreement to employ
15     the most skilled, safest, local
16     workers.  Unfortunately, history, both
17     distant and recent does not bode well
18     in that respect.
19            I have witnessed the pipeline
20     workers from Oklahoma, Texas,
21     Louisiana, installing the pipelines
22     across Pennsylvania that are most
23     likely the feeder lines that will be
24     bringing this fracked gas to our State.
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1            And fracked gas is the issue.  I
2     wish to point out that the citizens of
3     New Jersey have already voted on this
4     issue.  We passed a bill two years ago
5     that was called the Fracked Bill down
6     at the State House.  It passed on
7     our -- both of our -- our -- our
8     governing bodies down in Trenton with
9     overwhelming bipartisan support and was

10     vetoed by the Governor.  That, to me,
11     is not a democracy.  And he made one,
12     one-line statement, I'll take a good
13     look at it and if I think it's good for
14     the State, I'll sign it.
15            That doesn't sound like
16     democracy to me.  And I think that he's
17     going to have a big problem getting
18     into the White House with that type of
19     totalitarian attitude.
20            Now, how do we best uphold
21     long-standing agreements with each
22     other?  That's the issue here, to
23     respect each other's rights.  Our
24     desires, hopes and needs for a better

Page 177

1     tomorrow for these generations to come.
2     The issue of preservation is always the
3     first to be attacked.  And how can you
4     do the things that we need to do?  And
5     when I hear union members like I heard
6     today, it seems like their minds are
7     made up and, you know, let's hold this
8     for us, it just makes me sad for our
9     democracy.

10            Because if we don't protect our
11     national treasure, that's our sign
12     right there, my sign, Our National
13     Treasures Are Not For Sale; if we don't
14     protect areas like the Pine Barrens
15     that contain the -- possibly the cures
16     for all of mankind's ailments, because
17     I believe as a Catholic, He placed
18     every cure for every one of our
19     ailments for us to find here on earth,
20     that we are -- we are only propagating
21     suffering for everyone.
22            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Thank you,
23     Mr...
24            (Applause)
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1            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Doug
2     O'Malley, followed by Joan Carey.
3            MR. O'MALLEY:  Good afternoon,
4     my name is Doug O'Malley.  I'm the
5     Director, Environment New Jersey.
6     We -- we represent over 20,000 citizen
7     members across this great State.
8            Now, I want to start off by
9     acknowledging and thanking the Chair

10     and -- and the staff -- and the staff
11     for staying as late as they did on
12     Monday.  However, 15 days is not enough
13     time for the public to weigh in.  And
14     I -- I just want to remind the
15     Commission, over the course of the time
16     that's elapsed from Monday's hearing,
17     we've nearly gotten 1,000 of our
18     members to weigh in with the Commission
19     saying they want a chance to comment
20     and more -- for more people to learn
21     about this process and weigh in.  And
22     that of our members, they say reject
23     this pipeline.  That's over 4,000
24     people who've commented, to say nothing
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1     of the four-to-one ratio that we saw on
2     Monday, that's a powerful statement by
3     the broad public.
4            Now, I do want to comment
5     briefly on the process we saw of
6     Commissioner Lloyd.  You know, the due
7     process on the recusal of the
8     Commissioner is clearly lacking.  And
9     the appearance of that recusal, you

10     know, makes one think that the Deputy
11     Attorney General is running a kangaroo
12     court.  That might not be the reality;
13     that is the appearance.
14            And I want to emphasize again
15     Commissioner Jackson's statements from
16     the last committee hearing, that this
17     MOA, you know, has a lot of problems,
18     but one of the biggest is its
19     appearance of being a quid pro quo for
20     the Commission.  And that appearance
21     is -- is one that the Commission should
22     weigh on heavily.
23            But we've heard a lot of
24     testimony -- testimony today.  I just
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1     want to emphasize again, the Pinelands
2     Commission is not PJM.  The Pinelands
3     Commission is not Economic Development
4     Authority.  The Pinelands Commission is
5     not the Clean Air Council.  Its mission
6     is clear.  And the legacy of Richard
7     Sullivan through the Comprehensive
8     Management Plan couldn't be clearer.
9     The Pinelands' own staff has said that

10     this -- this project does not meet the
11     very exacting standards of the CMP.
12     And that, at the end of the day, needs
13     to be the -- the underlying decision
14     that the Commission weighs.
15            I also just want to highlight,
16     you know, some of the testimony that we
17     did hear from DEP.  And, you know, if
18     we are going to weigh it in, into
19     climate and to air pollution, I think
20     it's really clear for the Comission to
21     know that the Energy Master Plan was
22     not handed down on high.  Governor
23     Christie is not Moses.  The Energy
24     Master Plan is not written in stone.
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1            And, honestly, I was disturbed
2     to hear that the DEP did not refer to
3     the Global Warning Response Act, which
4     is written into law in 2007.  And the
5     DEP did not talk about perhaps the best
6     alternative for our air quality and
7     global warning pollution, which is the
8     ultimate retire -- retirement of this
9     facility.

10            The Commission should also know
11     that if we were -- are really serious
12     about our air quality, we need to look
13     at the Midwest, which, again, this
14     Governor has failed to do.
15            So, you know, in conclusion, it
16     is very obvious that the mission of the
17     Pinelands Commission and its integrity
18     is at stake.  And it's also obvious if
19     the Commission is serious about its
20     goal, it needs to take the CMP as
21     seriously as Richard Sullivan did.
22            Thank you.
23            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Thank you.
24            (Applause)
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1            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Joan Carey,
2     followed by Kenneth Held.
3            MS. CAREY:  My name is Joan
4     Carey, J-o-a-n, C-a-r-e-y.  I'm a
5     Sister of St. Joseph of Philadelphia.
6     And I work at an organization called
7     Water Spirit.  And that organization is
8     run by the Sisters of St. Joseph of
9     Peace.  And, obviously, we -- we as an

10     organization are concerned about the
11     connection of ecology and spirituality.
12     So I want to speak just a little bit
13     about that and apply it to what we are
14     thinking at Water Spirit would be
15     the -- the movement of the
16     Commissioners as you move toward
17     deciding on this issue of a pipeline
18     through the Pinelands.
19            Our -- our mission at Water
20     Spirit is, as I said, to help people to
21     understand the connection between
22     ecology and spirituality.  Our
23     spirituality really is grounded in the
24     fact that there are -- we are all
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1     connected, everything in the -- in the
2     system.  It's a one connected system.
3     All life is one.  And what happens
4     with -- in one section affects the
5     other sections.
6            So coming from that kind of
7     spirituality and moving toward advocacy
8     on the water issues, we believe water
9     is life, really.  It's necessary for

10     life.  And so we advocate on issues
11     that affect water.  And in this -- in
12     this situation, we think that water is
13     definitely affected by this idea of
14     bringing a pipeline through the
15     Pinelands affecting the aquifers under
16     the ground, the large, one of the
17     largest ones in the Northeast, right
18     under the -- the Pinelands.  And, also,
19     other degradation that would result in
20     the creeks, and the streams, and
21     rivers, the waters of -- of the area.
22            So we believe and people that
23     I've talked to in our smaller
24     organization that we have 1,000 people,

Page 184

1     I don't talk to all of them, but the
2     people you talk to on the street about
3     this or people who come to our programs
4     think it's a no-brainer.  Why, why
5     would you do that?
6            Why would you -- why not just
7     defunct the -- the Beesley's Point
8     plant?
9            Why would you put more fossil

10     fuels in the air?
11            Why would you do that?
12            It doesn't seem to -- to fit
13     with them.
14            So I really am here on behalf of
15     Water Spirit to ask that the Commission
16     follow your mission and your mandate,
17     to my understanding, that decisions
18     should be mission driven.  So your
19     mission being to protect and preserve
20     the Pinelands, the forests, the
21     waterways, prevent a habitat loss,
22     prevent more erosion, runoff and
23     erosion to the waterways and the
24     negative impact, as I just said, to the
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1     aquifers in the groundwater.
2            And I ask that you see this
3     pristine area as an interconnected
4     whole and act to ethically and
5     sustainably...
6            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Finish your
7     sentence.
8            MS. CAREY:  -- act -- act
9     sustainably and ethically when you make

10     this decision, hopefully, to not -- not
11     accept this proposal for a pipeline
12     through the Pinelands.
13            Thank you.
14            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Thank you.
15            (Applause)
16            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Kenneth
17     Held, Kenneth Held?
18            James Tweed?  And Mr. Tweed will
19     be followed by Richard Fellows.  Then
20     there's just one other name on the list
21     after Mr. Fellows.
22            MR. TWEED:  Good afternoon.  My
23     names is James Tweed, T-w-e-e-d.  I'm
24     here as a resident, and as a taxpayer,
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1     and as a consumer of energy.  And,
2     actually, I am a person who accepts
3     that gas is a preferable alternative to
4     coal during a transition period to
5     cleaner energy sources.
6            I also am a person who wants to
7     believe that this Pinelands pipeline
8     will provide all the benefits at as
9     little risk as I've heard asserted by

10     South Jersey Energy in their Memorandum
11     of Agreement.  However, I'm unable to
12     reach that conclusion.  I can't reach
13     that conclusion because of the process.
14            Why would you rely on a
15     Memorandum -- Memorandum of Agreement
16     and not -- why would they not go for a
17     waiver?
18            It leads one to suspect that
19     maybe they wouldn't be able to meet a
20     higher burden of proof that would be
21     required for a waiver.  Maybe they
22     could.  But if they got a strong case,
23     why be afraid to put it forward?
24            Why?

Page 187

1            No Environmental Impact
2     Statement, maybe that's not required at
3     this -- with this process the way it's
4     being put forward.  Well, if there's no
5     Environmental Impact Statement, then
6     all we have is the case made by South
7     Jersey Gas.
8            You know, it's kind of like
9     having a trial and letting the

10     plaintiff put on their case and then
11     not hear from the defense.  What kind
12     of judgment, you being the judge, what
13     quality would your judgment have?
14            Now, I -- I've mentioned before
15     that I used to work for a
16     pharmaceutical company.  And if you
17     were a hospital board or a formulary
18     board and we had a drug that we wanted
19     you to put on your formulary, we would
20     come to you with evidence.  And we
21     would be meticulously honest about what
22     we presented to you.  And I'm assuming
23     that every assertion made by South
24     Jersey Gas is accurate.  But if you
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1     only relied on the evidence we put
2     forward, then you're inviting
3     yourselves to be duped.
4            So I just hope that this does
5     not turn out, if you approve this, I
6     hope this doesn't turn out to be the
7     ObamaCare of the Pinelands Commission.
8            Thank you.
9            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Thank you,

10     Mr. Tweed.
11            (Applause)
12            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Richard
13     Fellows and then Michael Neuhaus.
14            MR. FELLOWS:  Richard Fellows,
15     Tuckahoe, New Jersey, next to last.
16            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Yes --
17            MR. FELLOWS:  F-e-l-l-o-w-s.
18            I'll -- I'll say for the last
19     time then today, as I've said before,
20     there is an alternative to satisfy this
21     compelling public need that has not
22     been advocated for in this process.
23     And that is bring the power plant into
24     compliance as a clean coal plant.  It's
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1     simple.  And it's a whole heck of a lot
2     of more union jobs when you do that.
3            You know, compliant is
4     compliant.  Sure, coal burns
5     differently than gas.  But then it's
6     off the shelf technology to clean that
7     up, including mercury.  That's
8     permanent union jobs for United Mine
9     Workers, Brotherhood of Railroad

10     Workers, the good union men and women
11     who build the locomotives and the cars,
12     and maintain the track.  And at least
13     twice as many union operators at the
14     plant to operate it as a clean modern
15     coal plant.
16            Coal is off the table the way
17     it's being used today.  But all around
18     the world people are bringing coal
19     plants into compliance.  Not a
20     permanent solution, better to have
21     alternatives, but the thing is there.
22     They started to bring it into
23     compliance five or six years ago and
24     they changed their mind.
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1            If you want to support permanent
2     good union jobs, you want that to stay
3     as a coal plant.  Everybody wins,
4     except the company.  They don't win.
5     But that's not why we're here.  We're
6     not here for them.
7            But there's nobody to advocate
8     for that -- that in the MOA process;
9     the BPU, their client, they're not

10     interested in that.  Labor should be
11     interested in that.  It's a great idea.
12     There are no permanent union jobs
13     directly associated with the pipeline.
14            Finally, the forced recusal of
15     Commissioner Lloyd is chilling.  I've
16     sat on a lot of boards and commissions.
17     Remember, if they can -- if the AG can
18     come up with this flimsy an excuse to
19     force him off of here, they can do it
20     to each and every one of you.  You all
21     have lives.  You have jobs.  You all
22     belong to things.  You all have
23     opinions.  You've all been educated.
24     Every one of those things can be made
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1     to look like a conflict.  We can't run
2     a government if we have to use nothing
3     but people who live in a vacuum and
4     have no associations or ideas.  I don't
5     know that there's anything you can do
6     about it, but please don't forget about
7     it.  We can't go on this way.
8            And, lastly, thank you for
9     everything.  Thank you for your time

10     and your patience.
11            Happy holidays.
12            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Thank you,
13     Mr. Fellows.
14            (Applause)
15            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Mr. Neuhaus,
16     you have the honor, the dubious honor
17     of being last.
18            MR. NEUHAUS:  Mike Neuhaus,
19     N-e-u-h-a-u-s.  I live in North Jersey.
20            Wow, union guys, you're still
21     here.  Good turnout.  Showing up last
22     day of school.  Seems a little bit for
23     you guys, you've been here a long time.
24     I'd like to quote actually my --
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1     probably my favorite thing from the
2     last hearing, the other night, was you
3     get a lot more work going around the
4     Pinelands.  Enough said.
5            Normally, I, you know, speak off
6     the cuff and I usually end up
7     forgetting one or two things.  I
8     prepared a little statement today --
9     (unintelligible by Reporter).

10            THE COURT REPORTER:  Is his mic
11     on?
12            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Is the
13     microphone on?  I don't think we can
14     hear.
15            MR. NEUHAUS:  Is that better?
16            THE COURT REPORTER:  Yes.
17            MR. NEUHAUS:  Thank you.
18            I'm sure when this whole
19     pipeline proposal presented itself
20     months and months ago, no one on the
21     Commission staff, the Executive
22     Director or Commissioners, no one
23     anticipated just how much -- how hot of
24     an issue this would become.  After all,
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1     it's been status quo here for quite
2     some time.  It's obvious, members of
3     the public, Miss Wittenberg's personal
4     mission here is to push Christie's cut
5     the red tape agenda with regard to the
6     Pinelands area.  I imagine that she's
7     got to be the one that hires, handpicks
8     all the staff that I've seen here at
9     work.  What I've witnessed is they're

10     here dutifully selling you guys on
11     every development proposal that
12     comes -- comes through this door.
13            It's -- it's -- it's obvious
14     that they never talk about pros and
15     cons as they relate to the Pinelands
16     Reserve, just pros related to some --
17     something altogether different,
18     business.  They have political motives,
19     not the Pinelands at heart.
20            And you know what,
21     Commissioners, in such a climate, I
22     would -- I could actually forgive you
23     more of becoming -- you know, for --
24     should read instead of trying to -- in
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1     such a climate with the ever looming
2     Christie directive driven home
3     incessently by your Director and staff,
4     I understand how easy it would be to
5     begin believing that due diligence
6     act -- actually takes place in these
7     development proposals before they enter
8     this room.  Once presented here, it's
9     not only easy, but may even feel proper

10     to go along with the flow and then
11     continue to do so.  That's become the
12     Pinelands Commission's status quo.
13            Unfortunately, Commissioners,
14     this has led to what I believe is an
15     unintended complacency on your part.
16     And I think many of you are starting to
17     realize that.  It's -- and it's all
18     happening because this pipeline
19     proposal is just so blatantly wrong and
20     outside the bounds of the Pinelands CMP
21     that's ignited in months of fierce
22     public testimony.  And now, more
23     recently expanded, negative media
24     coverage.
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1            During our recent testimonies,
2     I've been watching you guys.  I feel I
3     can see in some of your faces that
4     you're -- you're -- you're -- you're
5     doing a little soul searching.  You're
6     starting to reflect on what's -- what's
7     been happening here for the past few
8     years and what's happening specifically
9     with this -- with this particular

10     process.
11            You all know in your hearts the
12     opposition to this pipeline is
13     correct -- can I have just another
14     moment to finish up?
15            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Go ahead.
16            MR. NEUHAUS:  Is correct and you
17     know what you need to do.  You know how
18     important your charge here is on this
19     Commission, this Commission really is.
20     And the Pinelands can no longer afford
21     the status quo.  You're -- you're not
22     here worried about pipefitter jobs, gas
23     company budgets or profits.  Nor to win
24     because you never stay appointed into
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1     this agency.  No, you're here to uphold
2     the Pineland community for future
3     generations, not sell to billion dollar
4     corporations for chump change.  That's
5     what $8 million amounts to, to the gas
6     company.
7            ATTENDEE:  Time.
8            MR. NEUHAUS:  Just -- I -- just
9     need one last...

10            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Just give it
11     to us in writing.  I thought you were
12     going to finish the sentence.
13            MR. NEUHAUS:  You all do the
14     right -- you all do the right thing to
15     vote this down.
16            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Thank you.
17            MR. NEUHAUS:  It won't be as
18     hard as you -- as you might think.  And
19     trust me --
20            (OVERLAPPING SPEAKERS,
21     UNINTELLIGIBLE)
22            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  You're
23     abusing, it's not fair to the others.
24            MR. NEUHAUS:  This is important.
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1     You see me here, I will --
2            ATTENDEE:  More important than
3     other people?  Come on.
4            MR. NEUHAUS:  I'll be there to
5     support your honorable vote in Trenton,
6     you do the right thing.
7            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Thank you.
8            (Applause)
9            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Dr. -- Dr.

10     Jaclyn Rhoads.
11            DR. RHOADS:  I'm Jaclyn Rhoads,
12     J-a-c-k-l-y-n, R-h-o-a-d-s, with
13     Pinelands Preservation Alliance.
14            You have heard our comments time
15     and again.  I noted a couple weeks ago
16     how this will be the end if you allow
17     this to go through.  We've seen so many
18     MOAs come through this Commission that
19     violated the rules.  There's always
20     some kind of need that's been
21     expressed.  We need to stop the
22     momentum.  We need to sit back and say,
23     These are our rules, we need to follow
24     them and we need to make sure that
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1     we're protecting the common good for
2     the common people.  This is a classic
3     case of tragedy of the commons.  This
4     is why we have rules and regulations.
5     It's because people do not make the
6     right choices.
7            Right?
8            They do not look at what is the
9     future?

10            What are, you know, the pros and
11     the cons?
12            They only see one side.  And
13     people are shortsighted.  I mean, we
14     make choices every day thinking, Okay,
15     you know, how is this going to benefit
16     me?
17            And, yeah, it may benefit some
18     families in the short-term, to provide
19     short-term jobs.  But what's going to
20     happen in the future?
21            Natural gas, and this is fact,
22     is a carbon-based fuel, just as coal
23     is.  Both of which when you burn
24     carbon-based fuels, the carbon gets
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1     emitted to the atmosphere.  That is
2     what is global warming, that is what's
3     causing sea level rise, that is what's
4     causing these horrific storms coming on
5     the coast.  It's what's going to wipe
6     out that plant and what's going to wipe
7     out a lot of homes along the coast.
8     And we've seen it time and again.
9            So making this short-term

10     decision is not going to help the
11     future.  It's going to make it worse.
12     And although it may eliminate some of
13     the SOxs and NOxs, which are the
14     nitrous oxides and the sulfur oxides,
15     in the end, you're still emit --
16     emitting the same amount of carbon.
17            So for those people in the
18     audience, study those facts, learn
19     about it.  It's environmental science,
20     energy 101.  It's not going to improve
21     anything.  The sun will continue to
22     burn for the next couple million years,
23     so will the wind blow, but natural gas
24     will not be around for more than, if
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1     we're lucky, 50 to 60 years, and that's
2     a fact.  And I think you need to take
3     all that into consideration, even for
4     the people that are in the audience
5     today.
6            So I urge you again to follow
7     your rules.  We know this is an illegal
8     process that we're going through.  It's
9     not a public entity.  It's not a public

10     need.  It's not for the -- the public
11     good of the Pinelands residents.  And
12     if it wasn't for those rules and
13     regulations, we wouldn't have the
14     boundaries that we see today.  We
15     wouldn't have those protected areas.
16     We would see development wipe out this
17     whole area.  And you're the stronghold,
18     you're the ones here to protect those
19     rules, the Commissioners.  Okay?
20     Because it's clear that the staff needs
21     direction.  And so we implore you to
22     make sure that you give them that
23     leadership, give them the direction and
24     make sure that this MOA is stopped.
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1            Thank you.
2            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Thank you,
3     Doctor.
4            (Applause)
5            MR. BARNSHAW:  Would you
6     entertain one more?
7            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Yes, I
8     certainly would.  In fact, I'll put
9     this out there.  If there's anyone else

10     who has not spoken, who wasn't on the
11     list who would like to speak, you
12     certainly may.
13            Two more people.  Okay.  You two
14     I'm happy to...
15            State your name, please.
16            MR. BARNSHAW:  My name is James
17     Barnshaw, B-a-r-n-s-h-a-w, and I reside
18     in Princeton, New Jersey.  I am a
19     volunteer for PPA, the Pinelands
20     Preservation Alliance, serving as a
21     trustee on their board.
22            I appreciate this opportunity to
23     offer my thoughts on the possible MOA
24     between the Commission and the Board of
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1     Public Utilities on behalf of South
2     Jersey Gas.  One must wonder why we are
3     even considering an MOA.  The Pinelands
4     Comprehensive Management Plan does not
5     permit the use of the Forest Management
6     Areas as a transit route for pipelines
7     unless it is intended to primarily
8     serve the needs of the Pinelands.  Your
9     own staff has stated that this project

10     does not meet this standard.  This MOA
11     must be rejected.
12            The configuration of the MOA is
13     interesting.  The Commission waives the
14     rules with an agreement with a
15     regulatory agency, the BPU, on behalf
16     of South Jersey Gas, a private company.
17     But the BPU in its regulatory role
18     oversees utilities like South Jersey
19     Gas.  South Jersey Gas uses a
20     regulatory agency to obtain an
21     agreement that will keep it operating.
22     This does not pass the smell test.  The
23     State Attorney General's office has
24     even refused to give an opinion

Page 203

1     endorsing the legality of this
2     transaction.  This should be a big
3     clue.  This MOA must be rejected.
4            It is rumored that many of you,
5     the Pineland Commissioners, also
6     question the legality of this
7     agreement.  You also should consider
8     that it is not your role to help
9     private companies realize their

10     preferred business plans with a
11     pipeline placed in a protected area.
12     It is your role to protect the
13     pipeline -- Pinelands and to recognize
14     the impact approval of this MOA would
15     have on future development in the
16     Pinelands.  You would not be able to
17     deny future applications for similar
18     projects.
19            Do not take the pipelines [sic]
20     for granted.  Do not allow this
21     resource to be destroyed by a thousand
22     small cuts.  Do not assume you can
23     control future -- future development if
24     you approve this MOA.  Please do your
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1     job and reject this MOA.
2            Thank you.
3            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Thank you,
4     Mr. Barnshaw.
5            (Applause)
6            MR. JAGE:  Good afternoon.  My
7     name is Chris Jage, that's J-a-g-e.
8     And I'm with the New Jersey
9     Conservation Foundation.

10            I made some comments on Monday
11     might and I wasn't prepared to speak
12     today, but since there's an element to
13     this MOA, which I'll say from the
14     outset, we disagree.  We completely
15     agree that the MOA is the improper
16     tool, and the improper interpretation
17     for use in this case.
18            That being said, an MOA was
19     produced.  And there's some information
20     in there that is -- that I wish to
21     comment on.  And that's essentially
22     this.  That the Commission has set up a
23     compensation for the act that's to take
24     place.  That compensation is based

Page 205

1     on -- on a donation made, a transfer of
2     $8 million, 7 and-a-quarter of which is
3     to go towards land conversation.  And
4     there's a period at the end of that
5     sentence.
6            There's a requirement by the
7     Pinelands Commission to provide
8     equivalent protection.  The transfer of
9     money to a -- to a body that cannot

10     preserve land, does not preserve it, is
11     prohibited from preserving land, that
12     does not provide for equivalent
13     protection.  It just sets aside some
14     funding.  That's where other partners
15     to the Commission, my organization
16     included, have participated with the
17     Pinelands Conservation Fund, you've got
18     counties, towns, the State itself has
19     done this.  So they are de facto
20     parties to this, because all these
21     things need to fall into place for the
22     Commission to withhold [sic] its
23     mission to provide that equivalent
24     protection.
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1            This doesn't even take into
2     account the fact that there's a
3     two-to-one match requirement as the --
4     as the Conservation Fund is currently
5     set up.  There's no State funding.  The
6     County fundings are -- are drying up.
7     The local municipalities that are
8     affected in this area doesn't have open
9     space taxes.  And I certainly know on

10     our side, from the non-profit side, the
11     money is extremely scarce.
12            So to meet that test of
13     providing equivalent protection by
14     setting aside simply some -- some
15     funding and, again, a period at the end
16     of that sentence, that's where it ends,
17     because that's where your authority
18     ends, does not do it.  Something else
19     would need to happen to make that even
20     an MOA, even if it was a wise decision
21     to use an MOA in a situation like this.
22            So thank you.
23            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Thank you
24     very much.
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1            (Applause)
2            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Yes.
3            MS. SCHODOWSKI:  My name is
4     Vicki Schodowski, S-c-h-o-d-o-w-s-k-i.
5            As I said last time, I spoke
6     before you, I'm just a girl, I'm just a
7     kayaker.  I kayak, I vote.  I don't
8     fish, but I'm the daughter of a
9     pipefitter, if that means anything.

10     He'd probably be working in better
11     times when he didn't have to fight,
12     fight so hard to get the work that he
13     needed to do to raise a family.
14            I wanted to thank the Commission
15     and also the law enforcement
16     agencies -- agents, the policemen who
17     were here all day.  It's the third time
18     I've seen them, the same pair.  And
19     it's the third time they've seen me.
20     And I wanted to thank them, because,
21     you know, with law enforcement, with
22     these policemen, they've been assigned
23     this detail.  And when we have
24     something that goes wrong in our house
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1     and I come home and find out that it's
2     been broken into, when I get into a car
3     accident, if I fall into a sinkhole,
4     you can call the police and they come
5     a-running.  And for that, I do thank
6     them.
7            In this situation, the Pinelands
8     Commission is in this same position.
9     You are the policemen of this detail,

10     of the Pinelands.  And right now the
11     Pinelands is in trouble.  And I wish we
12     could call the cops for what we've --
13     some of the things we've seen today,
14     like Commissioner Lloyd's forced
15     recusal.  That's wrong, we know it.
16     And I wish I could call them.
17            But in this situation, the
18     Pinelands is in trouble, and they're
19     calling.  And I'm going to ask you, if
20     you're going to answer that call, will
21     you come a-running?
22            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Thank you.
23            (Applause)
24            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  All right.
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1     With that, we're going to close the
2     public comment for this meeting.  For
3     the sake of the MOA, South Jersey Gas
4     application, whatever, the comment
5     period stays open for the next few
6     hours, until 5:00 p.m., you can submit
7     written statements here to the staff on
8     that application.  After that point,
9     public comment will end on that

10     application.
11            All right.  And Miss Wittenberg,
12     did you want to make a statement?
13            MS. WITTENBERG:  At the last --
14     which meeting it was -- the last -- I
15     guess it was the P&I meeting there
16     was --
17            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Last week.
18            MS. WITTENBERG:  -- an
19     accusation made about a staff member on
20     the record.  The individual who made
21     the accusation has since apologized,
22     that was David Pringle.  He has
23     apologized in writing, which I greatly
24     appreciate.  I just felt, for the
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1     record, since the accusation was made
2     on the record that it would be good to
3     take the accusation away on the record.
4     What -- what was suggested never
5     occurred.  It was a miscommunication of
6     some sort.  And I just wanted to make
7     that clear.
8            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Thank you
9     very much.

10            And, obviously, we've circulated
11     the letter to the Commissioners.  Thank
12     you.
13            All right.  At this point of the
14     meeting, I'd like to turn to my fellow
15     Commissioners and ask if they have
16     anything they would like to add after
17     several hours of listening to
18     testimony?  When I think about it, it's
19     just not today, cumulatively I think
20     we've heard something like 30-plus
21     hours of testimony over the last
22     six months on this issue, so we've been
23     listening to a lot.  Soon we'll have
24     something to say, in a bit.
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1            Any Commissioners have anything
2     they'd like to add to the brilliant
3     words today?
4            COMMISSIONER WITT:  Mr.
5     Chairman, I'd like to make a comment.
6            I've heard a few people make
7     reference that the Governor's office,
8     George Norcross, and now Nancy, been
9     persuaded by the Governor's office to

10     do this work.  And I just want the
11     public to know that at no time since
12     I've been -- been on this Commission
13     has our Executive Director come to me
14     and say, I want you to vote in favor of
15     this MOA.
16            And I resent the comments that's
17     made accusing her of not doing the
18     proper thing.
19            In addition to that,
20     Mr. Chairman, at no time have I
21     received any communications from South
22     Jersey Gas, or any individuals, or
23     anyone from the Governor's office or
24     anyone else concerned about this MOA.
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1            This MOA will live by the
2     comments that's being made on both
3     sides.  And it's up to the
4     Commissioners -- when?  In January to
5     make a decision after evaluating all
6     the comments, which is good, for where
7     we live and for jobs, energy, clean air
8     and the environment.
9            And I certainly enjoy the lovely

10     environment being nice and clean and
11     smooth.  I love every morning when I
12     get up and I look and see the birds and
13     the squirrels having a great time
14     running around my house, the deer and
15     everybody, all the other animals.  But
16     it just annoys me to the living end
17     when people make comments accusing our
18     Executive Director, or making comments
19     about our Governor or George Norcross.
20     None of those things happened in my
21     life.  And I wish those folks, before
22     they make these accusations, would
23     clarify where they heard, or know, or
24     have proof that our Executive Director
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1     or anyone else is being influenced by
2     the Governor's office.
3            And that I just want people to
4     know, I want that to go on the record,
5     that on January we all make a decision,
6     for good or bad, whatever it is,
7     someone's going to be unhappy about
8     whatever decision we make, but we're
9     doing it for the best of the community,

10     and the environment and for people that
11     we live with.  And at the end of the
12     day, what's good for New Jersey, energy
13     or whatever, we'll make that decision
14     based on all the facts and nothing
15     else.
16            And I appreciate people being --
17     coming out here and bringing forth
18     their comments.  And I listened
19     carefully to what they have to say.
20     And I certainly will, after I evaluate
21     all the thoughts and I read with all
22     the information that's been supplied to
23     us by the different groups and our MOA,
24     I will -- I, as a person will make a
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1     decision based on the facts, what's
2     good for the area and our State.
3            And, again, I will just
4     reiterate that our Executive Director,
5     Nancy, at no time has she ever come to
6     me and say, I want you to vote in favor
7     of this, because the Governor wants us
8     to do this or whatever.
9            So I would hope people would,

10     you know, keep their comments to
11     themselves, because that's based on
12     just no evidence whatsoever.  And it's
13     an insult to Nancy and to our staff,
14     who I think has done a great job in
15     trying to provide all the information,
16     allowing people to testify for this
17     MOA.
18            So that's my position,
19     Mr. Chairman.  And I would hope people
20     would be very careful of what they say
21     and make sure that they know the facts.
22            I thank you, I thank the people
23     very much for being here and making
24     their comments and entitle us as an

Page 215

1     individual weighing it heavily.  And on
2     an January 10th, I believe, we'll make
3     that decision based on facts.
4            Thank you very much for being
5     here.
6            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Thank you,
7     Commissioner.
8            Commissioner Jackson, did you
9     want...

10            COMMISSIONER JACKSON:  Sure.
11            I -- I -- somewhat I concur with
12     Commissioner Witt.  Make no mistake, I
13     support our professionals.  And it --
14     it doesn't do anybody any good to
15     besmirch any of them, because, really,
16     the ultimate decision is based with us.
17     But I can say the facts are really what
18     I have to deal with.  And it's
19     unfortunate and I think the process
20     allowed it, I heard so much in the last
21     six months that has nothing to do with
22     what I'm supposed to be looking at.
23     It's the forest area, not the plant.
24     And I'm from Cape May County.  I want
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1     to see the plant function.  It does --
2     it is important where I live.
3            My job is to not look at that,
4     but to look at what I'm asked to agree
5     or disagree on.  And I got to base that
6     on facts.  The facts are with our
7     rules.  So I'm conflicted in how all
8     this other stuff got involved, because
9     it's really not in our bailiwick to

10     deal with environmental issues outside
11     the Pinelands.
12            So just so people understand
13     where I'm coming from, I'm not against
14     the plant, because it's not in my
15     microscope.  I'm not against a gas
16     pipeline, because it's -- quite
17     frankly, if it's outside the Pinelands,
18     it's not in my bailiwick.
19            So I don't want people saying
20     I'm against the gas plant, because
21     that's not what I'm looking at.  I'm
22     looking at what's inside our rules that
23     says I can deal with, that's it.  So
24     that's perfectly clear.
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1            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Thank you,
2     Commissioner.
3            Anyone else?
4            Commissioner Prickett.
5            COMMISSIONER PRICKETT:  Yeah,
6     I -- I would just -- I was surprised
7     today to see the DEP.
8            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Mic problem.
9     It's not working.

10            MS. ASHMUN:  Somebody turned us
11     off.
12            (Off-the-record discussion).
13            COMMISSIONER PRICKETT:  I was
14     surprised today to see the DEP here
15     giving public comment.  They had
16     written a report that was submitted to
17     the Commission for us to review.
18            The other groups have been here
19     with their reports and they gave us an
20     opportunity to ask them questions.
21            I don't see how it's fair that
22     we cannot, as a Commission, ask the DEP
23     the questions on why -- what their
24     report and the actions they've taken,
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1     discuss that with them.
2            I'm a little reticent about
3     asking to meet with the DEP if we're
4     going to make these decisions at the
5     next P&I meeting and then at the
6     Commission meeting and the DEP comes,
7     it's going to I think deny
8     Commissioners from being able to talk
9     this out amongst themselves, which I

10     think is so important.  We talked a bit
11     about that today.  So I'm kind of
12     between being whether I really want to
13     see them here, but I think we need to
14     be able to ask the DEP questions, NJDEP
15     questions on their report and the
16     positions they've taken.
17            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Perhaps they
18     can satisfy that with written
19     questions, rather than...
20            COMMISSIONER PRICKETT:  Yeah.
21     Well...
22            COMMISSIONER JACKSON: Commissioner --
23            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Commissioner
24     Jackson.
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1            COMMISSIONER JACKSON:  -- the
2     things that I heard from them today had
3     nothing to do with the decision we
4     supposedly --
5            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Your
6     point --
7            COMMISSIONER JACKSON:  -- have
8     to make.  The air quality is not where
9     we should be.  The water quality is not

10     where we should be.  It is
11     specifically, is going through the
12     forests the only way that that company
13     can get that line to that plant?
14            Our rules say no.  If they have
15     another way, be my guest and go at it.
16            But what I'm saying, if it's
17     such a public imperative that that
18     happens, show me.  I am more than
19     reasonable, I am totally open to
20     anything that will point, we need to do
21     this.
22            But all I'm asking is, they've
23     gone everywhere to get all their stuff
24     in order, they got the permits, the
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1     okays from all various agencies, I was
2     always taught you always go to the
3     highest bar first in your planning.
4     We're the highest bar.
5            ATTENDEE:  Yes.
6            COMMISSIONER JACKSON:  Because
7     we dictate the rule.
8            ATTENDEE:  Yep.
9            COMMISSIONER JACKSON:  We're the

10     last guys on the agenda.
11            ATTENDEE:  Exactly.
12            COMMISSIONER JACKSON:  That's a
13     problem for me as a rational person.
14     It looks like we're being piled into a
15     corner with all this outside stuff
16     when, really, the decision is very
17     simple.  If there's somewhere else you
18     can do it as a private company, go do
19     it, don't involve me.  It's too
20     important.  But if there isn't, show me
21     that it can't be done elsewhere and I
22     will gladly chew off my finger to make
23     the appropriate decision.  That's what
24     I'm here for.  I'm not here to play
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1     these games of jobs, air, water,
2     fracking.  All that stuff is not under
3     my preview [sic].
4            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Thank you,
5     Commissioner.
6            COMMISSIONER GALLETTA:  Mr.
7     Chairman?
8            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:
9     Commissioner.

10            COMMISSIONER GALLETTA:  I -- I
11     would like to thank the audience of
12     those, of six months I've learned a lot
13     from the passion and everybody's
14     comments.  I know yous came out, we had
15     a long time.  And I appreciate it.  And
16     I listened to both sides.
17            I suspect on the 10th, we're --
18     we're all going to have a discussion
19     and we could have a better open forum
20     amongst our Commissioners.  There's --
21     there's a lot of things that we need to
22     hash out.  But I -- I want to wish
23     everybody a happy holidays, safe --
24     safe travel.  And I really do
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1     appreciate everybody.  I know you spent
2     a lot of hours, so did I, but it was
3     well worth it.  And, you know,
4     congratulations to your compassion on
5     both sides.
6            ATTENDEE:  Thank you.
7            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Thank you,
8     Commissioner.
9            We have three other

10     Commissioners who haven't spoken.  Do
11     you want to add something?  It's the
12     holidays.
13            COMMISSIONER ASHMUN:  I would
14     just like to -- I would just like to
15     say that having been there when it was
16     written, I would just like to point out
17     that the MOA process was designed so
18     that Local Government, County
19     Government, State Government, probably
20     Federal Government could go ahead with
21     projects built by the public for the
22     public.  And it was not designed to
23     have the Government agencies sanctify
24     private projects not required to meet a
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1     compelling public need.
2            I just want to remind my fellow
3     Commissioners and I -- and I think they
4     all know where I'm coming from anyway.
5            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Thank you.
6            Mr. Avery.
7            MR. AVERY:  Commissioner Ashmun,
8     I think I was also there when the MOA
9     provision was written.

10            COMMISSIONER ASHMUN:  I knew
11     you'd come home to haunt me.
12            MR. AVERY:  I'm like a bad
13     penny.  I keep hearing about --
14            (Off-the-record discussion)
15            MR. AVERY:  A-v-e-r-y.
16            Anyway, I'm -- I'm not sure now,
17     because it's been a while since I had
18     the privilege of sitting here, but
19     I -- I -- I think that we had one other
20     Memorandum of Agreement with a State
21     regulatory agency that was implemented
22     by a private firm, but I'm not certain
23     about that and will check that with
24     Mr. Horner (phonetic) after the
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1     meeting.
2            With that being said, I -- I do
3     also -- I have followed this issue
4     mostly through my friendship with
5     Mr. Haas, who -- who was deeply
6     involved in the discussion here as a
7     Commissioner.  And he and I talked
8     about it from time to time.  So I -- I
9     was aware of the emotion on both sides

10     about the MOA.  And I would just
11     encourage people to have respect.
12            I have been an applicant to this
13     Commission.  And I can assure you, to
14     get through this Commission with a
15     development approval, even one that is
16     on behalf of a public agency
17     benefitting the public is no small
18     accomplishment.  They do their job.
19     They have a very difficult job to do,
20     because unlike most levels of
21     Government where the answer is intended
22     to always be yes, theirs is often
23     intended to be no.  So if you get to
24     the yes, you have done your homework,
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1     you have dotted your i's, you have
2     crossed your t's.  And derogatory
3     statements about our Attorney General's
4     representatives, about the staff, about
5     our Executive Director or about the
6     underlying reasons why a Commissioner
7     would feel one way or the other on a
8     specific issue does no one no good.
9            And I've sat here through a lot

10     of emotional issues in the past.  I've
11     always had that same opinion, that the
12     discourse here should be -- should be
13     polite.  It should be a public
14     discourse, not accusatory, or demeaning
15     or anything of a personal nature.  And
16     that I -- with that, I wish everybody a
17     happy holiday, Merry Christmas.
18            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Well said.
19     Thank you, Mr. Avery.
20            Sean?
21            MR. EARLEN:  I think there's
22     enough said by everybody.
23            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  Well, you
24     know I can't resist the opportunity.
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1            I'd like to begin by thanking
2     everyone.  Most of the people in this
3     room have come here faithfully and
4     regularly twice a month since June and
5     May, and it's been a long process.
6     There's been an awful lot to say.
7     We've had a lot to listen to.  You've
8     helped us, all of you, both sides of
9     this issue, you've helped us by laying

10     things on the table for us to consider.
11     And I'm sure that the staff feels that
12     way, too.
13            I know that this is a very
14     controversial issue.  It's not black or
15     white.  It's quite grey.  This is --
16     this is not quite as easy as some
17     people would make it out to decide.
18     And some of the Commissioners have said
19     clearly there are going to be a lot of
20     disappointed people, whatever decision
21     we make when we make that decision next
22     month.
23            I would hope that everyone here
24     would realize that each Commissioner,
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1     as far as I know them, and I've come to
2     know them pretty well over the last two
3     and-a-half years, each Commissioner
4     comes here to consider these issues
5     with their dedication to one thing, and
6     that is the Comprehensive Management
7     Plan we're sworn to uphold.  And I know
8     that they will consider these issues.
9     They'll consider them, you know, with

10     their integrity and come to a
11     conclusion based on that framework, the
12     Comprehensive Management Plan.
13            As Commissioner Jackson has
14     already said, we have a very narrow
15     framework to look at for this.  Much
16     has been said.  Much of it will be
17     disregarded because it's outside of
18     that framework.  The things that fell
19     inside, we will weigh carefully and
20     come to a decision.
21            But I do thank you all for
22     having done that and brought that
23     information to us.  I know it involved
24     a lot of hard work.
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1            And I'll say, too, that I'm --
2     I'm hoping that once we are past this
3     most controversial application, we'll
4     be able, we Commissioners, to maintain
5     the warm collegiality and familial
6     environment that I've always known
7     since I've been here.  And I hope that
8     nothing like differences of opinion on
9     a single application before this

10     Commission would ever wind up causing
11     us to doubt our mutual integrity.
12            So with that, again, I thank you
13     all for having enlightened us.  I do
14     wish you all a very happy holiday
15     season.  We'll see you in January.  And
16     at that point, you'll get to hear from
17     us as to how we feel about it.
18            Do we hear a motion to adjourn?
19            COMMISSIONER JACKSON:  So moved.
20            CHAIRMAN LOHBAUER:  All in
21     favor, say aye.
22            MULTIPLE SPEAKERS:  Aye.
23            (Public hearing concluded at
24     2:22 p.m.)
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