PINELANDS PRESERVATION ALLIANCE

Bishop Farmstead, 17 Pemberton Road, Southampton, New Jersey 08088

Phone: 609-859-8860 Fax: 609-859-8804
E-mail: ppa@pinelandsalliance.org Website: www.pinelandsalliance.org

October 26, 2012

Mr. Chuck Horner

NJ Pinelands Commission
P.O. Box 359

New Lisbon, NJ 08064

Re: Pinelands Application #1984-0454.003, Block 19201, Lot 1, Jackson Township
Dear Mr. Horner:

The Pinelands Preservation Alliance (PPA) attended the August 20, 2012 Jackson Township
Planning Board meeting opposing the application for resource extraction on Block 19201, Lot 1.

This lot is listed on the Jackson Township Zoning map as being within the FA-2 zone which
places it in a Pinelands Forest Management Area where no new mining operations are permitted.
The applicant disputes this and believes the lot is within a RD-9 zone which would permit a
resource extraction operation.

PPA believes the Pinelands Commission should support the land management area designation
of Forest Area as assigned in the Toms River Corridor Study which was completed in February
2004. Jackson Township supported this study by passing several ordinances to implement the
recommended protections for the Toms River Corridor in October of 2004. Block 19201, Lot 1
was listed as being within the FA-2 zone as part of Ordinance #06-05 which was an amendment
to Ordinance #40-04. Both of these ordinances were certified by the Pinelands Commission on
April 15, 2005.

On March 27, 2006, Jackson Township adopted another of the recommend zoning changes of the
Toms River Corridor Study when it passed Ordinance #07-06. This ordinance added the PED-1
and PED-9 zones for the Regional Growth areas along the Toms River. With this ordinance,
Jackson Township also approved a new Zoning Map dated March 27, 2006 which shows Block
19201, Lot 1 in the FA-2 Zone.

Again on February 8, 2011 Jackson Township passed a land use ordinance and zoning map. This
Ordinance #02-11 amended and supplemented their Land Use and Development Regulations. It



was entitled “Non-Pinelands Area Zoning District Regulations” but the Jackson Township
“Zoning Map” in its entirety was replaced with a map dated December 20, 2010. This new
zoning map again placed Block 19201, Lot 1 in the FA-2 zone. On February 28, 2011, Susan
Grogan issued a “No Substantial Issue Findings” memo which included this ordinance.

The Comprehensive Management Plan requires that no excavation can be closer than 200 feet
from any property line and the applicant is proposing only 100 feet along the Bowman Road
property line. In support of the Toms River Corridor Report the Pinelands Commission’s
Conservation Fund, along with Ocean County Natural Lands Trust, purchased the land to the
north of Block 19201, Lot 1 for open space. This area is known as the Maple Root Branch of the
Toms River and was included within a threatened and endangered species sightings cluster
labeled Node B in Figure 8, on page 16 of the report. Block 19201, Lot | is included in an area
labeled as an extension of Node B.

The land to the east of Block 19201, Lot 1 is also owned by Ocean County and is the site of
Patriots Park which contains many recreational fields. There is buffering around the fields that
provide habitat for many threatened and endangered species known to exist in the area. These
recreational and natural lands do not support activities that are as intense as the mining operation
being proposed on Block 19201, Lot 1. The applicant testified at the Planning Board meeting
that they will have 25 trucks entering and exiting the property every day. If mining is going to
occur on Block 19201, Lot 1 a 200 foot buffer must be required along Bowman Road.

To further support a 200 foot buffer along Bowman Road a mapping of the 2008 Pinelands
Commission’s Ecological Integrity Assessment data shows that the frontage of this lot received
the highest ecological score of 100. (Figure 1- EIA map attached).

The NJ DEP Landscape mapping (Figure 2- Landscape mapping) shows the entire site with a
Rank of 4, indicating habitat for state endangered species. This mapping along with the EIA
mapping highlights and supports the reasons why the site was placed in the Forest Management
Area when the Toms River Corridor Study was completed. Using the information from both of
these maps, even if the road frontage buffer is provided, it appears there will be impacts to
habitat if a mining operation is permitted.

Respectfully submitted,
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Theresa Lettman
Director for Monitoring Programs



