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 MEDFORD—Township officials have bowed to public pressure and are planning to rescind the contract addendum that has 

allowed Mount Construction to utilize a portion of a four-acre township-owned property off Gravelly Hollow Road. 

 

 “During the council meeting a couple of weeks ago, when the residents really stressed some serious concerns, we 

investigated it and found those concerns had some validity. So we are rescinding the addendum, Mount is leaving based on 

our investigation,” said Councilman Chris Myers Tuesday morning. 

 

 Myers said the township’s investigation, which has been ongoing “for a while,” determined that noise and traffic were among 

valid concerns. 

 

 “We are concerned that the residents living directly adjacent to the municipal yard off Gravelly Hollow Road had their quality 

of life adversely impacted,” Myers said Tuesday. 

 

 Township solicitor Richard Hunt said that Mount has 45 days to remove all vehicles and motorized construction equipment; 

another 60 days after that to remove large materials such as beams and plates used for road work; and an additional 45 days 

to remove all remaining equipment. Mount should be completely moved out of the site within five months, Hunt said. 

 

 Hunt pointed out that the resolution rescinding the addendum will be formally considered at Oct. 13 council meeting. 

 

 Also, the township has entered into a memorandum of agreement (MOA) with Mount Construction to sure up any possible 

legal issues, Hunt said. 

 

 Under the MOA, Mount will be paid $196,000 by the township for improvements that were already made to the site (that were 

not required by the contract addendum), including landscaping, a fire hydrant and water line installation and fencing work. 

 

 Also, the township will be able to keep materials, owned by Mount, at a price of about $200,000, Hunt said. Also, Mount will 

not be reimbursed by the township for an estimated $650,000 in improvements that were already made to the adjacent 

township public works facility site, including a new entrance onto Gravelly Hollow Road and the filling of an existing pit. 

 

 Although Mount will no longer be permitted to store equipment and materials at the site, the township does intend to store 

some of its materials there, since the public works yard is located next to it, officials said. 

 

 Also, Mount will continue to serve as the township’s exclusive emergency infrastructure contractor. In August 2006, township 
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council awarded Mount, the lone bidder, a one-year contract to do emergency utility and road repairs. The contract also 

provided the township with the option to renew the agreement each year for four additional years. 

 

 In February 2007, council approved an addendum to that contract, which allowed the company to utilize the Gravelly Hollow 

Road site as a “staging area” for heavy equipment needed for township projects. 

 

 “Their performance on the (original) contract is not an issue,” Myers said, adding that the township is happy with the quality 

and price of that work. 

 

 The latest developments come on the heels of months of public outcry about activities at the site. 

 

 At the Sept. 22 council meeting, about a dozen residents again made their objections and complaints known, nearly a month 

after a group first addressed the governing body regarding Mount Construction’s use of the site. 

 

 “What you consider as something beneficial to the people of Medford is a giant construction company that is sitting next to my 

children’s place of play,” said Point View Drive resident, Maureen Laplante as she held back tears. “We can walk around this 

any which way we want — dollars and cents, what you think is best, who is getting what — but it is not about us, it is about 

what we leave for our children, their natural resources and it’s about their rights.” 

 

 In response, Mayor Dave Brown said that officials never anticipated a negative impact to come out of the deal and said that 

officials were working to address concerns. 

 

 “We are really working hard to come to some acceptable answers to your questions. We entered into this contract with all 

good intentions. It’s a good agreement, it’s legal from every way we looked at it, but we are going to look at it and do 

everything we can to help the residents who have suffered for the last three years.” 

 

 At the Sept. 22 meeting, residents contended Mount is using the site as a “satellite construction yard” for projects unrelated to 

Medford, possibly in breach of its contract. 

 

 However, Mount CEO Dave Smith has stated the deal with the township never stipulated he could not utilize the site for other 

projects. 

 

 Amid objections from residents in attendance at the Aug. 25 council meeting, the four council members present unanimously 

approved the renewal of the contract for another year, vowing to investigate the issues raised by residents. 

 

 “I think their (the township’s) hope and dream is that we just forget about it, everybody go back to sleep and let this thing go 

for five years,” said Point View Circle resident Bill Mangiapane. “A simple question to me was if, in fact, Mount Construction is 

using that piece of property to conduct non-Medford Township business, then that contract should be nullified and things go 

back to normal.” 

 

 Meanwhile, the Pinelands Commission had reviewed the township’s application — submitted this June, well after the site had 

been modified — and found it to be incomplete and inaccurate. 

 

 “Available information also suggests that the private contractor that is occupying the area is utilizing the area for activities 

other than Medford Township public works purposes," Charles M. Horner, the commission's director of regulatory programs, 

said in a letter sent to the township last month. “Please note that commercial uses do not appear to be permitted in Medford 

Township’s PPE (parks and public education) zoning district.” 

 

 The township has since filed another application with the commission and approval is pending. 
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 Tensions strained and tempers flared at the Sept. 22 meeting when Christopher Buoni of Woodthrush Trail asked about the 

legality of the deal. 

 

 “This contract was bootstrapped and totally changed into an emergency services contract that included free land,” Buoni said. 

“So six months after we entered into it, it was substantially changed around and now it isn’t just a contract for work, it is a 

contract for free land, free improvements and an open check for emergency service repairs in Medford Township.” 

 

 Buoni claimed that, according to state law, a change order must be put together if a contract exceeds the original provision by 

20 percent of the value of the contract. He referenced a township ordinance in which it was estimated the contract to be worth 

about $700,000 annually. When the plan was first hammered out in 2006, township officials said that the agreement with 

Mount would cost Medford about $4 million over five years.    According to township records, Mount has been paid more than 

$8 million, due in large part to the unforeseen April 2007 Nor’easter that battered Medford, officials said. 

 

 “This is where it really started to bother me, so let’s just look at 2007 when you say all the emergency services took place 

because of the storms,” Buoni said. “I have all the purchase orders (related to Mount’s work for Medford), which total $5.48 

million, and there were no bids on any of this stuff.” 

 

 Buoni also raised questions about Mount’s  political contributions to a political action committee, Constructors for Good 

Government, as reported in state Election Law Enforcement Commission (ELEC) filings. 

 

 He said that under the ELEC filings with the state, Mount claimed it did zero dollars of business with Medford in 2007.   “They 

really did $5.5 million; what are they trying to hide?” Buoni asked. “I want to know what is going on in my town; I want to know 

why Mount Construction lied about how much work it did in Medford. I really hope there is an explanation for this.” 

 

 Buoni also questioned the amount of money Parker McCay, the township’s law firm, has charged the township over the last 

few years. 

 

 “Your firm publically states that you billed Medford Township for $719,000 last year, and at $150 an hour that is roughly 85 

hours a week,” Buoni said, again referencing ELEC filings. “We are paying more than Evesham, Mount Laurel and 

Moorestown are paying combined. What major legal battles have we fought?” 

 

 In defense, officials cited the open space and recreation acquisitions, Medford Crossings litigation and affordable housing 

matters as some of the reasons for increased legal work. 

 

 Hunt also offered Buoni the opportunity to inspect his bills. 

 

 “My firm (Parker McCay) has been doing work for the township for over 13 years,” Hunt said. “We have done good work for 

the township and our billing is fair and modest. I have been practicing for 22 years and I resent your implications.” 
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