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Weymouth Furnace Park, part of the Atlantic County park system, was purchased with Green Acres funding
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In the Pinelands, one may forget that
New Jersey is the most densely populated state and that rampant development continues to occur year after
year. From 1995 to 2000, 47,950 acres
of forest land was converted to development in New Jersey. The greatest
loss of forested land occurred in
Ocean, Morris, Atlantic and Somerset
counties. Even with Pinelands protection, development of prime open space
and productive farmland and demolition of historic properties will continue
to occur without money for acquisition.
On November 3rd, voters will once
again have the choice to protect water
quality, local farm production, and his-

toric structures by casting their support for the $400 million bond measure that will fund the Green Acres, Blue
Acres and Farmland Preservation programs and the NJ Historic Trust. NJ
voters have approved all 13 statewide
ballot measures for preservation efforts
since 1961, because residents understand the need to protect natural elements critical to our livelihood.
Land preservation is not only critical to
our livelihood, but it has multiple economic benefits for homeowners. White
papers produced by the NJ Keep It
Green Coalition - 125 statewide, local
and regional organizations including
Pinelands Preservation Alliance, ranging from sportsmen’s groups and environmental organizations to affordable
housing and urban park advocates have found that home prices increase
continued on page 5
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Fall is a great time to get
out and explore the
Pinelands. The heat of summer has given way to warm
days and cooler nights. The
foliage is beginning to
spread splashes of color throughout the
green canvas of the Pines. Whether by
foot, by bicycle or by canoe, it’s a great
time of year to enjoy the natural splendor
of the Pinelands. Here are some suggestions (see our calendar of events on page
7 for a sampling of events during
Pinelands Month in October; see our
website calendar for a complete listing):
If walking or hiking is your thing, why
not discover (or re-discover) some portions of the sugar sand ribbon of the 50
mile Batona Trail. Get BAck TO NAture
by following the pink blazes to some
highlights along the trail. Bring your
binoculars for the panoramic views from
Apple Pie Hill fire tower, where the skylines of Atlantic City and Philadelphia
can be glimpsed on a clear fall day. Get
your boots muddy on the trails around
Pakim Pond in Brendan Byrne State
Forest. Or brush up on your history with
a visit to the restored Batsto Village,
home of the industrial power house that
converted bog iron into cannonballs
and other military supplies during the
Revolutionary War. Make sure to bring a
picnic lunch! For a more organized
adventure, join PPA’s Russell Juelg for
one of his memorable Jersey Devil
Hunts. You will enjoy hot dogs, marshmallows and old-timey music around
the campfire as Russell tells the tales of
our most infamous denizen of the Pines.
And then, by the light of the moon,
head out into the woods to search for
this illusive creature!
If bicycling is your preferred mode of
relaxing transit, autumn offers some of
the best conditions to rack up the miles
along the flat and winding ribbons of
asphalt that twist through the region.
For those looking to cover a lot of
ground in one day, why not try the Pine
Barrens River Ramble, a variable length
(42.6 mile “long” loop, or 29.3 “short”

loop) journey that will take you through
pine and oak forests, past cranberry
bogs and blueberry fields, and along
three rivers: the Batsto, the Mullica, and
the Wading. The ride begins and ends at
historic Batsto Village. Check out the
printable tour guide and map on the
“Bicycling“ page on PPA’s website.

Credit: PPA

Pedaling through the Pine Barrens

If paddling sounds appealing, the
Pinelands offer several opportunities to
explore the quiet, tea-colored rivers that
empty into the Atlantic Ocean. Trips can
range from two to eight hours, and there
are several canoe liveries in the Pinelands
that offer rentals. Some rivers to meander
down include the Mullica, the Wading,
the Batsto and the Oswego. If you are a
novice, or an organized outing is more
your speed, why not join PPA staff on
October 18th for a naturalist-guided
tour of a Piney River? Call PPA at (609)
859-8860 x14 for details on time and
location.
However you decide to get out into the
Pinelands this fall, please take a
moment during your adventures
amongst the natural and historical
treasures that you encounter, and reflect
on what a unique and special environment exists right here in your backyard,
and what you can do to help keep it
that way.
Go to PPA’s new website:
w w w. p i n e l a n d sa l l i a n c e . o rg /
exploration/todo/ for more
information on these and
loads of other outdoor activit i e s i n t h e P i n e s.

31 WAY S T O C E L E B R AT E T H E P I N E S
1.
Join PPA and friends at the 13.
Visit Apple Pie Hill, the
Pinelands Discovery Festival at highest point in the Pinelands.
Whitesbog Village on October 4th.
Forest fires are spotted in early
2.
Make something tasty with stages from the fire tower.
cranberries and enjoy the fruit of 14.
Consider how much the Bay
the Pines.
owes to the Barrens.
3.
Learn about brave Captain 15.
Think spring gardening!
Emilio Carranza and visit the Plan to use native plants in your
Carranza Memorial.
landscaping. Avoid using herbicides
4.
Browse the NEW PPA web- and pesticides, and minimize the use
site: www.pinelandsalliance.org.
of fertilizers.
5.
Go into the woods with a 16.
Visit a cranberry bog when
bird book and binoculars. Stay very the harvest is happening.
quiet and see how many birds are 17.
Write to your local newspavisiting on their fall migration.
per about the imperative of protect6.
Attend a NJ Pinelands ing the Pinelands. Write often!
Commission meeting and see what 18.
Give a friend a gift memberhappens there.
ship in PPA or other organization.
7.
Become active in Pinelands 19.
Tell any organizations you
preservation. Join Pinelands Watch. belong to about PPA's Speakers
Call PPA for more information.
Bureau with presentations on the
8.
Read a book about the Pinelands, Water, and Threatened &
Pinelands. We recommend
Endangered Species.
Pakim Pond
anything by Howard
20.
Your car will
Boyd.
get better gas
9.
Ask your chilmileage if you
drens’ teachers and
have
a
principals
what
Pinelands
they teach stulicense plate!
dents about the
Over
6,000
Pinelands. If the
New
Jersey
answer is “nothing,”
vehicles
are
keep talking!
already sporting
10.
Go to Albert
them.
Credit: PPA
Music Hall and enjoy some
21.
Watch the full
bluegrass, country and old timey
moon rising behind a pitch
music.
pine.
11.
Research a forgotten town, 22.
Go canoeing on a cool,
an endangered species, or a favorite cloudy day.
flora or fauna. Learn everything you 23.
Visit the Pine Plains and
possibly can about it. Talk about it walk like a giant through the pygmy
at parties.
forests.
12.
Join
your
town's 24.
Volunteer at PPA or another
Environmental Commission. If group working to preserve the
your town doesn't have one, per- Pinelands ecosystem.
suade your mayor to create one.
25.
Walk around the perimeter

of Pakim Pond, 1.4 miles, in the
Brendan T. Byrne State Forest. How
many plants can you identify?
26.
Come say hello to PPA staff
and volunteers at the Bishop
Farmstead. Check out the native
plant garden.
27.
Find out what Joe Mulliner,
Mother Leeds and Ong are famous
for.
28.
Visit Batsto Village; see bog
iron. Learn why Pinelands water
wasn't sold over a century ago.
29.
Meditate on the fragility and
finiteness of the KirkwoodCohansey aquifer.
30.
Learn what New Jersey and
PPA are doing to preserve and protect the water supply.
31.
The PPA film "The Pine
Barrens: Up Close and Natural"
makes an excellent gift. Start your
holiday shopping at PPA!

Green Trading Post
December 6, 15 pm
at PPA’ s Bishop Farmstead
Shop for “ green” gifts for
the holidays!
Participating organizations
will include:
Pinelands Preservation Alliance
Conserve Wild Foundation of NJ
NJ Audubon Society
Whitesbog Preservation Trust
Woodford Cedar Run
Wildlife Refuge
Profits help support the missions of
the various conservation groups.
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PPA Story Board: Reflections on Our 20th Year
Our friends and members have been
sharing recollections of their interactions with PPA over the years. Here
are a few...
Twenty years ago, I met Sally Price, a
woman with a vision to protect a large
part of New Jersey, a vast amount of
land that most people were unaware
of, or, just didn’t care enough to protect. She did [Sally was PPA’s founding Executive Director ]. As I think
about it now, I can’t even recall how or
when we met. But we did. It was an
instant friendship, manifesting in both
of us our love for the Pine Barrens and
her vision of a group to protect them.
I told her I would do whatever I could
to help her.
My first introduction to the Pines was
through the books of Tom Brown, Jr.
culminating in the first class I took
with him. I was awed by the grandeur
of these Pines as they were called.
Unlike any forest I had seen in
Michigan or any of the other states I
traveled in, I marveled at how unique
they were. The Pines were, and are,
incredible. So, when I moved to New
Jersey in 1989, I was then able to wander the many roads in the Pines looking for all the old towns written about
in books. As I wandered, my love grew.
And then I met Sally Price. Instantly I
knew the potential power of the
organization called the Pinelands
Preservation Alliance. I will never forget meeting Terri Lettman and recognizing in her the ability to unite the
people in all the towns, big and small,
in the one goal of protecting the Pines.
Everyone that came together brought
all their energies into the Pinelands
Preservation Alliance, making a group
to be listened to. And above all, a
group to be respected for all their hard
work and diligence. I have watched
this group over the years moving from
Sally’s house, to Pemberton, and finally to the Bishop Farmstead. The perfect setting.
And of course, I think of Howard Boyd,
a tireless and fearless warrior for the
Pine Barrens. He has taught so many
people over the years with his writings
and his books. He truly loves the Pines
4

and his heart has touched many over
these twenty years. Early on, I was
privileged to have gone on several field
trips with him and a small group. As
he bent to touch the orchid, he did so
with a love and reverence unequaled.
So now I think of these twenty years
and it seems to have passed in a flash,
a brief moment in time. So, how are
our Pines today?
The question
remains, are we strong enough as a
group of individuals to continue to
make a difference and continue the
protection? Yes, I think we are.
My love and thanks to all who over the
years have made, and continue to
make, the Pinelands Preservation
Alliance one of the most amazing
group of environmentalists I have ever
seen. Here’s to the next twenty years
and beyond!
Nancy Klein

flashlights illuminating the path directly in front of them but their peripheral
vision oblivious to our presence in the
trees just a few feet away. We were
amazed, and maybe a little inclined to
laugh at the Boy Scouts' cluelessness - even though we ourselves would
have been just as clueless just 20 minutes earlier.
In the intervening years, I have often
had occasion to cite the example of
that evening. Whenever I find myself
on a day hike that has dragged on into
the evening, and some of my fellow
hikers might be getting a little anxious
about hiking in the dark and are ready
to break out the headlamps (if we've
even brought them), I encourage them
to be patient and just let their eyes
adjust. They're invariably amazed at
how well they end up being able to see
-- just as I was on the night of the
Jersey Devil hunt.
Tim Evans

I've got a story to share about a Jersey
Devil hunt (hosted by Russ Juelg) that
I went on with my brother Matt and a
couple of my friends, back in 1999 or
2000 or so. We had finished the
campfire phase of the evening, and
Russ had suggested that we wait about
10 minutes after putting the fire out
before heading out into the woods for
the actual "hunt" portion of the
evening. He said we'd be amazed at
how well we'd be able to see without
the aid of flashlights, if only we gave
our eyes a chance to adjust naturally to
the dark. So we all humored him and
went along with his proposal.
On the way out of the campground
area, we heard a troop of Boy Scouts
approaching -- and we could see from
a distance that they were carrying
flashlights. To illustrate his point, Russ
suggested that we "hide" from the Boy
Scouts, by stepping only about 10 feet
off the trail, just barely into the trees.
No way, most of us thought, would we
be able to stand so close to the trail
and the passing scouts without a single one of them detecting us. But sure
enough, they trudged right by, their

Fairs &
Festivals
October 10
15th Annual Pine
Barrens Jamboree
Wells Mills County Park
October 1718
26th Annual
Chatsworth
Cranberry Festival
Chatsworth
October 18
22nd Annual
Country Living Fair
Batsto Village
Stop by the PPA
exhibit and check out
our Pinelands
resources, information
and gear!

Green Acres Ballot Question: Vote YES! on Nov. 3
continued from cover page

16% when located near permanently preserved open
space, and the value of vacant lots increase 35% when
located next to permanently preserved open space.
Parks also contribute up to 20% of the value of homes
in urban areas.

expanding highways and cutting down forests?
Measures must be taken immediately to create a sustainable and healthy New Jersey for all residents and
wildlife alike.

Vote “Yes” on the November 3rd ballot question,
New Jersey is at a critical juncture. Build-out is and your vote will set New Jersey on the path to a
expected somewhere between 2020 and 2050 healthier and sustainable future.
depending upon the rate of development. According
to research conducted by Richard Lathrop at the
Credit: PPA
Rutgers Walton Center for Remote Sensing and
Spatial Analysis, urban development is catching up to
the amount of forested acres in New Jersey. Land
use/land cover estimates for 2000 show that 28.7% of
New Jersey is urban which is a 5.4% increase from
1995 to 2000, whereas forested land covers 31.2% of
New Jersey and represents a 3% loss from 1995 to
2000.
The questions are: what type of New Jersey do you
want to live in and how will the landscape affect
your quality of life? Will New Jersey be able to
support hundreds of thousands of more residents
and be able to provide sufficient water without
costly treatment? Will air quality be jeopardized by

Cedar swamp on the Oswego River at the Franklin Parker Preserve in
Chatsworth, a Pinelands jewel made possible by Green Acres funding

Check out our NEW WEBSITE!

www.pinelandsalliance.org
New features include:

Attractive new design / easy to navigate
Photo/information galleries of plants and animals
In-depth information on issues and campaigns
Pinelands Channel - stunning videos and photo
slideshows
Things To Do - hiking, cycling, camping,
canoeing/kayaking, historic sites

Bookmark our new website and share with friends!
And check out PPA on Facebook - become a Fan!

PINELANDS
COMMISSION
MEETINGS
Friday, Oct. 9, 9:30am
Friday, Nov. 13, 9:30am
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
CALL (609) 8947300
FOR DETAILS
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Black Run Summer Teacher Institute
The week-long program studied
the Black Run Preserve in
Evesham, a high quality Pine
Barrens habitat within one mile of
several Evesham schools. Our
group consisted of 9 middle
school and high school teachers
from Marlton, plus two high
school students (including the
president of the Cherokee High
School Environmental Club).
Participants received an overview
of Pine Barrens ecology and history, completed a van tour of the
region, and performed field work
on GIS, water quality, fish sampling, and geo-caching.
Enthusiasm built over the week,
and culminated in a 3-hour synthesis meeting on Friday, out of

which came a series of Next
Steps/Stewardship projects for
Fall 2009 and Winter/Spring
2010, including public presentations, clean-ups and guided walks
on the property. These efforts will
complement Evesham’s ongoing
Open Space Plan and Visioning
initiatives.
PPA expects to use this new
model of “place-based” education
as we go forward with our teacher
training programs. Please contact
Mike at 609 859-8860 x24 or
mikeh@pinelandsalliance.org if
you are a middle or high school
educator who might be interested
in replicating this unique program
in your school district in the
future.

Credit: PPA
Credit: PPA

Class of 2009, from Evesham School District

Examining fish during water quality study

Special 20th Anniversary
Field Trip
October 24, 9am  3 pm
Join PPA staff geologist Rich
Bizub as we explore some of the
water resources and geologic
features of the area.
$10/person; register ahead of time.
Fee is nonrefundable. Information
or to register contact Tom at (609)
8598860 x14 or
tomdunn@pinelandsalliance.org.
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PPA’s 20th
B-Day Bash
Credit: PPA

Jim Murphy & the Pine Barons

PPA held its 20th Anniversary
Birthday Bash at the Bishop
Farmstead on July 25, 2009 to
celebrate two decades of working
to protect New Jersey’s Pine
Barrens. Over 110 PPA members
enjoyed an outdoor concert by
Jim Murphy and the Pine Barons,
tours of our historic barn and
gardens, and an exhibit of the
winning photographs from PPA’s
Pinelands photography contest.
We had a gorgeous sunny afternoon, despite a weather forecast
of scattered showers. Thank you
to all of our members! You have
helped make the past 20 years
possible and we will keep fighting
as long as an advocate for the
Pine Barrens ecosystem is needed.
We also want to thank everyone
who has made a contribution to
our special 20th anniversary
appeal – your additional financial
support really makes a difference
in these tough times. If you
haven’t had a chance to see our
offices and the Pinelands Visitor
Center, we hope you come to visit
soon.
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October & November 2009
NOTE: Names, addresses, and
phone numbers are provided here
for frequently mentioned event
sponsors.
Please contact the
sponsor of the event for full information and details of the event.
Jacques Cousteau National
Esturine Research Reserve
(JCNERR) (609) 812-0649,
www.jcnerr.org
Outdoor Club of South Jersey
(OCSJ). Call leaders to confirm
trip. www.ocsj.org
Pinelands Preservation Alliance
(PPA) 17 Pemberton Rd.,
Southampton. (609) 859-8860.
www.pinelandsalliance.org. 10%
discount on Pinelands Adventures
programs to PPA members. Preregistration required for all PPA
programs.
Ocean County Parks (OCP),
1-877-OCPARKS ext. 5940,
lobry@co.ocean.nj.us
Whitesbog Preservation Trust
(W). All events meet at the
Whitesbog
General
Store.
Historic Whitesbog, mile marker
13,
Rt.
530,
Pemberton
Township.
(609) 893-4646,
www.whitesbog.org.
Saturday, October 3

Folk Stories of the Pine Barrens
10:00a.m. - Noon, FREE. Double
Trouble State Park, Pinewald
Keswick Road & Double Trouble
Road, Bayville, (732) 341-4098.
Moonlight Walk
7 PM. Hunter's Moon. reservations
requested. $5/person. Listen to the
night sounds of the Pines, learn
about Whitesbog and experience
the seasonal changes of the
Pinelands. All walks are 3-5 miles
in length, weather permitting. Call
(609) 893-4646 to register. W.
Whitesbog Village Tour
1:00 p.m. $5/person. Stroll the
Historic Village, learn about
Whitesbog’s role in history and
visit Suningive, Elizabeth White’s
historic home, the worker’s cottages and other buildings. Call
(609) 893-4646 to register. W.
Canoe/Kayak the North Branch of
the Rancocas Creek - This is a great
month to enjoy the Rancocas and
fall scenery as we paddle 10 miles
from BCCC to Smithville Park. Meet
at the Canoe Trail launch ramp on
W. Rancocas Rd., off Rt 530 in

Pemberton. Participants MUST be
ready to shuttle at 9am. Leader:
Dave
Cell
6097844066,dlynch50@verizon.net. OCSJ.

Pinelands Appreciation Day at
Jenkinson’s Aquarium - Come &
learn why this ecosystem is so
unique and why you should help
preserve this exceptional habitat.
All ages - general admission. 300
Ocean Ave., Pt. Pleasant Beach,
(732)892-0600.

Pine Barrens Canoe. Meet at 9:00
a.m. Rentals call (609) 726-1515.
Contact leaders to confirm trip
participation. Leaders: George &
Leona F; 609-259-3734 or
leona@pineypaddlers.com. OCSJ.
Sunday, October 18
Country Living Fair at Batsto Village
9:00 am - 4:00 pm. Free admission. Country, colonial and
Victorian crafts, antiques, pony
rides, music and food. Call Batsto
Visitor Center, (609) 561-3262.

Sunday, October 4

Annual Pinelands Discovery
Festival - 11:00 am - 4:00 pm at
Historic Whitesbog Village, mile
13 on Rt. 530, Pemberton
Township. $7 parking per car.
Exhibitors, artists, photographers,
wagon tours and rides, nature
walks, children's activities, music,
food and more! Call Burlington
County College at (609) 8931765 or pines@bcc.edu.
Saturday, October 10

Cranberry Industry Car Caravan &
Lecture
10:00am. View a modern wetharvest and learn about history
and cultivation of cranberries in
NJ. $10/person. Whitesbog
Village. Call (609) 893-4646 to
register. W.
Wednesday, October 14
Lunch N’ Learn: Parker Preserve
Wetland Restoration - Learn
about New Jersey's largest wetlands restoration project happening at the Parker Preserve in
Chatsworth and how this restoration project will impact the
Mullica River- Great Bay Estuary.
Call (609) 296-8868 to register.
JCNERR.
Friday, October 16

Russ Juelg’s Jersey Devil Hunt
7 to 10:00 p.m. $15. Location to
be announced to registrants. We
start with an old-fashioned
campfire (bring your hot dogs &
marshmallows!) We calm our
nerves with some good, old-time
music. Then we search the woods,
cautiously, for that most infamous denizen of the Pine
Barrens. Register online or call
609 859-8860 x14. PPA.
Saturday, October 17

Canoe/Kayak the Oswego River
We’ll paddle the “Jewel of the
Pinelands,” floating through the
extensive white cedar and pitch
pine forests. Rentals available from

Fall Foliage Family Float Festival
Historic
Smithville
Park,
Eastampton, Burlington County.
9:00 am - 4:00 pm. Canoeing,
musical entertainment, children’s
activities and refreshments. Free.
Call (609) 265-5068.
Canoeing Piney Rivers
8 am - 4 pm. $15 pre-registration, plus $40 per canoe payable
to the canoe livery. Meets at
Adams Canoe Livery. A day-long
naturalist tour of one of the
beautiful and historic Pinelands
rivers. A great introduction to the
history and ecology of the Pine
Barrens. Register online or call
609 859-8860 x14. PPA.
Saturday, October 31

Navigating the Pinelands
8 am - 4 pm. $35. Practicing both
orienteering and dead reckoning,
we will traipse through some distinctive Pine Barrens habitats:
upland pine/oak forests, intriguing
lowlands, mysterious bogs, and old
cedar swamps. After completing
this course, you'll be capable of
navigating cross-country anywhere
in the Pine Barrens. Register online
or call 609 859-8860 x14. PPA.
Hike the Birthplace of the Jersey
Devil - 9:00am - Noon. Join us for
a morning of hiking and folklore at
one of New Jersey’s fright sites.
Meet at the legendary birthplace of
the Jersey Devil in Leeds Point. Free,
Chris@njconservation.org or 609567-2112.
Sunday, November 1
New Egypt Fall Fest & Bluebird Trail11am - 4pm. Main Street, New
Egypt. Call (609)775-7134 for details.

If your organization is having an
activity you would like to see listed, contact Inside the Pinelands,
17
Pemberton
Road,
Southampton, NJ 08088; ph:
(609)
859-8860;
e-mail
mikeh@pinelandsalliance.org.
Next deadline: October 15, 2009.
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Membership Categories

ALL MEMBERS RECEIVE:

Basic

A PPA membership card
A year’s subscription to Inside the Pinelands
A PPA window sticker
Discounts on PPA merchandise and events

 $35

Family
Sponsor
Patron

 $60

 $100

 $250

Benefactor

 $500
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 _____

Chairman’s Circle  $1,000
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See the Pinelands Heritage
Series schedule at
www.pinelandsalliance.org

Sponsor will receive an Exploring the Pine Barrens of New Jersey map
Patron will receive a copy of The Pine Barrens: Up Close and Natural DVD
Benefactor will receive a Pinelands Botanical Print by Robin Jess
member of the Chairman’s Circle will receive a personalized tour of the Pinelands

Please Recycle this newsletter! When finished give it to a friend or
neighbor and encourage them to learn about PPA’s mission and programs.

