
Under direction from the regional elec-
tric grid organization covering our part 
of the country, Conectiv is seeking to 
build a 230kV power transmission line 
from Oyster Creek in Ocean County 
to Egg Harbor Township in Atlantic 
County.  Controversy has erupted over 
the route this line should take.  One 
suggestion being floated is to cut a 
new right of way inside the Pinelands 
Preservation Area west of the Garden 
State Parkway to accommodate at least 
part of the transmission line.  PPA 
and its friends oppose that option, 
as it would violate the Pinelands 
Protection Act and the Comprehensive 
Management Plan (CMP), while set-
ting a devastating precedent for future 
invasions of the Preservation Area's 
protections.

Conectiv's original plan was to run the 
transmission line mostly through existing 
rights of way where it already has lower-
voltage distribution wires.  When they 
learned of the plan, however, residents 
living along that route objected strongly 
to the idea.  They point out that the higher 
voltage transmission lines may bring 
health risks because the high-voltage 
lines would be so close to many homes.  
According to the state of New Jersey, 
there is “general agreement that there is a 
cause for concern and that more informa-
tion is needed."  Residents and their may-
ors argue that we should not take chances 
with their safety while the verdict is still 
out on the health risks.  In addition, they 
point out that, being so close to homes, 
these high-voltage lines are inherently 
more dangerous in case of accidents.
These concerns have led some local 
leaders and consultants to propose mov-

ing the transmission line into the woods 
west of the Garden State Parkway, 
where there are no residential neighbor-
hoods because of Pinelands environ-
mental protections and, in some areas, 
State Forest land.  Much of that land 
is designated Pinelands Preservation 
Area, the most highly protected part of 
the Pinelands. 
PPA is arguing for a better alternative 
that protects both nature and neighbor-
hoods.  We argue the line should be 
built inside the existing right of way 
of the Garden State Parkway or along 
existing corridors east of the Parkway 
where they do not have houses, such as 
along much of the so-called Poor Man's 
Parkway.  The Garden State Parkway, 
which is already developed, is clearly a 
superior route to the Preservation Area 
west of the Parkway.
PPA is talking with other environmental 
groups and area residents towards pro-
moting common approach that would 
serve both neighborhood and Pinelands 
protection.
The project is being split up into two 
phases, the Northern Phase and the 
Southern Phase.  
The Northern Phase runs from Oyster 
Creek Generating Station to Cedar 
Substation in Stafford Township, Ocean 
County.  Conectiv's original proposal 
in this Phase did not conflict with the 
CMP.  But, in trying to respond to resi-
dents’ concerns in Barnegat, Conectiv 
may be changing the route in ways that 
do conflict with the CMP.
The Southern Phase runs from the 

I N S I D E  T H E

P S
A  R e p o r t  b y  t h e  P i n e l a n d s  P r e s e r v a t i o n  A l l i a n c e

NEW POWER LINE MAY THREATEN PINELANDS PRESERVATION AREA AND NEIGHBORHOODS

114 Hanover Street • Pemberton, NJ 08068 • Phone 609.894.8000 • Fax 609.894.9455 • www.pinelandsalliance.org

APRIL/MAY 2004 VOLUME 11, NUMBER 4

INELAND

Conectiv power lines near homes in Stafford Township, Ocean County

by Theresa Lettman & Carleton 
Montgomery

continued on page two



Experience teaches that one bad thing leads to 
another.  Whenever the Pinelands Commission 
compromises the Comprehensive Management 
Plan (CMP) to accommodate some forbidden 
development proposal - no matter how small the 

compromise may seem on its own terms - it encourages oth-
ers to try their luck at persuading or forcing the Commission 
to cut them a deal, too.  
In contrast, when the Commission sticks to the spirit and 
letter of the law, it wins respect and discourages others from 
pressing for their own special accommodations.  
The suggestion that the Pinelands Commission should autho-
rize Conectiv to cut a new right of way east of the Garden 
State Parkway is just such a bad idea that the Commission 
needs to squelch early and decisively.
This is a case where breaking down the Pinelands rules 
would be convenient and would arguably cause a small extra 
disturbance at the edge of the Pinelands-in other words, no 
big deal.  That was the same kind of argument that won the 
day when the Commission approved the construction of a 
new high school on land the CMP designated for protection 
in Tabernacle.  After all, it was just one sod farm and some 
woods near the edge of a Pinelands growth zone.  

In our view, that kind of thinking will spell the end of the 
Pinelands, not in one fell swoop but through the gradual 
destruction of respect for the Plan and the Commission.
The struggle to save the Pinelands is being fought every day 
at the Pinelands Commission offices as the agency works 
through the hundreds of development proposals, large and 
small, that are pending before it at any given time.  
We citizens have to keep in mind just how difficult that job 
can be because of the political, economic and legal pressures 
that the Commission has to face in many cases.  We have 
seen well-intentioned people who love the Pinelands suc-
cumb to that pressure in the past.  
The Conectiv power line route is a critical test of the 
Commission’s resolve.  There is an alternative that accom-
plishes the goal of upgrading the power grid without 
harming the Pinelands Plan or harming communities.  But 
the existence of workable alternatives has not saved the 
Pinelands from destructive compromises in the past.  This 
is one of those important cases where all of us should let 
Chairman Jim Florio and Executive Director John Stokes 
know they have our support as they defend the Pinelands 
Plan.  

From the Executive Director
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Cedar Substation in Stafford Township, Ocean County to the 
Cardiff Substation in Egg Harbor Township, Atlantic County.  
In Eagleswood, Little Egg Harbor, Stafford and Bass River 
Townships, Conectiv's existing rights of way run through a 
number of residential areas, in some cases extremely close 
to people's homes.  In this area, some have suggested using 
the Preservation Area forest west of the Parkway by cutting a 
new right of way parallel to the Parkway.  
In Eagleswood Township, the land east of the Garden State 
Parkway is being utilized with some light industry such as 
a sand and gravel mining operation and a privately owned 
airstrip with no residential development.  Further south in 
Little Egg Harbor Township, land to the east of the Garden 
State Parkway is a roadway commonly called Poor Man's 
Parkway, most which is undeveloped, with a new subdivision 
under construction on a portion of the road.
The route through Bass River Township is also presenting 
problems.  Conectiv proposes to leave the Parkway and run 
the new line through existing easements that skirt the vil-
lage of New Gretna.  But this route runs very close to homes 
before it reconnects to the Parkway south of the village.  
Some suggest moving the line into a new cut through State 

Forest in the Preservation Area to the west.
In the Preservation Area, the Pinelands Protection Act man-
dates that the CMP "preserve an extensive and contiguous 
area of land in its natural state" and "prohibit any construc-
tion or development which is incompatible with the preserva-
tion of this unique area," while only permitting "compatible 
agricultural, horticultural and recreational uses."  A new right 
of way and power line clearly conflicts with these mandates 
because it would be ecologically harmful to the natural veg-
etation and animals living in the right of way and because it 
would open the length of the right of way to damaging Off-
Road Vehicle (ORV) use.  Consistent with the terms of the 
Act, the CMP regulations unambiguously forbid construction 
of such a new right of way in the Preservation Area.
Construction of a new right of way in the Preservation Area 
would also create a terrible precedent for the future.  It 
would fundamentally undermine the CMP's protection for 
the Preservation Area by showing that development can be 
forced on the Preservation Area, in contradiction of the CMP, 
where political forces are arrayed and the forests and wet-
lands of the Preservation Area represent a convenient place 
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TOMS RIVER CORRIDOR PLAN: A NEW APPROACH TO PROTECTING P I N E L A N D S  R E S O U R C E S

by Carleton Montgomery
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In the spring of 2003, the 
Pinelands Commission 
started a new planning pro-
cess for the Toms River 
corridor at the northern 

edge of the Pinelands in Ocean County.  
The Pinelands Commission has now 
endorsed the recommendations of a 
task force it set up to recommend land 
use changes and acquisition priorities 
for the area.  
This new initiative has come about 
because of PPA's work on threatened 
and endangered species protection at 
the "Sanctuary" development and other 
growth areas of the Pinelands.  PPA's 
advocacy and litigation efforts for 
threatened and endangered (T&E) spe-
cies populations brought to light the fact 
that some Pinelands growth zones also 
turn out to have important populations 
of rare, legally protected wildlife whose 
habitat must be saved from destruc-
tion.   PPA's Carleton Montgomery is 
a member of the task force, along with 
municipal officials from Jackson and 
Manchester Townships, state govern-
ment scientists, experts from conserva-
tion organizations and others.
Experience shows how hard it is to pro-
tect T&E species' habitats in Pinelands 
growth zones, especially when you try 
doing it one parcel, one application at a 
time.  No one—not government, not the 
developers, and certainly not conserva-
tionists—is happy with the outcomes in 
cases like the Sanctuary.  Builders think 
they have a green light to build under 
the Pinelands Plan, and the Pinelands 
Commission ends up cobbling togeth-
er half-baked conservation plans that 
are based on legal compromises rather 
than sound conservation science.  In the 
end, rare species populations and the 
Pinelands Commission's credibility are 
the real losers.
The Toms River corridor planning 
project is aimed at avoiding conflict 
between developers and T&E wildlife 

by rethinking the Pinelands Plan in 
places where we are finding significant 
rare species populations in Pinelands 
growth zones.   The goal is to look 
on a "sub-regional" scale at the data 
on T&E species and other important 
resources that have been gathered since 
the Pinelands Plan was created, then 
redo the boundaries and the develop-
ment rules in order to protect large, 
contiguous forested habitats for vari-
ous protected wildlife species known 
to be in the area.  
The Toms River corridor study area is 
about 17,000 acres in size and includes 
both Forest and Regional Growth Areas, 
as well as three isolated Pinelands 
Villages.  The task force report recom-
mends a series of land use regulation 
changes, including:
 Reducing the size of the 
Pinelands Villages to reduce sprawl 
and avoid known T&E habitats;
 Changing some of the growth 
zone to the more protective Forest Area 
zone;
 Requiring that builders use 
"cluster" development in many zones to 
bring new construction closer together 
while protecting surrounding habitats;
 Reducing T&E habitat survey 
requirements in the remaining growth 
zones and where landowners follow 
habitat-protection measures when they 
do build; and
 Creating a new 600-foot pro-
tection area along Toms River and 
Ridgeway Branch in order to protect 
habitats and water quality along these 
streams.
These recommendations would not bar 
any pre-existing uses, such as the min-
ing operations in the area, but would 
result in far better habitat protections 
into the future.  The changes would 
reduce the maximum number of houses 
that could be built in the study area by 
2,600 and, combined with land pur-
chases by the towns and county, would 

ultimately protect about 73% of the 
area.
Now the two municipalities, Jackson 
and Manchester, have to formalize 
these recommendations in specific 
ordinance changes, then adopt the new 
ordinances, to make this plan a real-
ity.  The Pinelands Commission will 
be playing a big role in helping final-
ize the ordinance language, and all 
task force members will be supporting 
the local adoption process.  Since the 
towns and county played such a promi-
nent role in the task force, we are very 
optimistic they will carry through and 
implement the recommendations.
The creation of this task force and 
endorsement of its recommendations is 
a major step for the Commission.  This 
kind of sub-regional planning aimed 
at better protecting natural resources 
is a new—and very much needed—
approach for the Commission.  The 
task force has worked remarkably 
well together to devise creative zon-
ing changes, acquisition priorities, and 
new standards for development appli-
cation review.  If implemented, this 
initiative will represent a very signifi-
cant benefit to habitat protection in the 
planning area.  Just as important, it will 
prove a concept that can and should be 
applied in other parts of the Pinelands 
that have both growth expectations and 
significant threatened and endangered 
species populations.

PINELANDS COMMISSION 
MEETINGS

Friday, May 14, 9:30am
Friday, June 11, 9:30am

Open to the Public
Call (609) 894-7300 for Information



Get ready for another spring 
and summer of fun and 
exploration of this unique 
region we call the New Jersey 
Pinelands. Whether you're 
a brand new resident or a 

tenth generation Piney, PPA has created 
excursions for you that you are bound to 
enjoy.
Earlier this year, we conducted the Basic 
Wilderness Survival Course, Navigating 
the Pinelands, Survival Overnight, and 
the Springtime Fairy Shrimp Mystery 
Tour. We may be able to arrange these or 
similar programs for your group at just 
about any time of the year. Call us if you 

want to set something up.
Coming up the weekend after Easter 
(April 16 - 18) is the Batona Trail Hike. 
We do the 50-mile Batona Trail as a 
three-day backpacking trip. While this 
entire trip is not for first-time backpack-
ers, it is possible for folks to link up with 
us and hike smaller portions of the trail. 
We start on Friday morning at the south-
ern trailhead, near Lake Absegami, and 
we finish up Sunday evening at Ong's 
Hat. Contact us by phone or email for 
the full itinerary.
The following weekend, on Saturday, 
April 24, we're offering a new program, 
Underground Mysteries, led by Dr. Lena 

Jonnsen. This program, about the surpris-
ingly busy world beneath our feet, offers 
both clues and mysteries about how 
soil dynamics determine what we see 
above ground. Soil is teeming with life, 
and the communities above ground are 
intimately associated with those below. 
Come and learn about these bizarre but 
essential organisms.
Saturday and Sunday, May 8 - 9, is 
Mother's Day weekend. Is your mom 
the "outdoor type?" If so, you may want 
to give her the Mother's Day Camp Out 
experience. This is a relaxing two-day 
experience, celebrating Mom and the 
Pinelands. We make camp, do some 
casual nature study, watch and listen to 
the birds, and, of course, sit around the 
campfire at night and enjoy stories and 
music. This a great way to get familiar 
with characteristic Pine Barrens plants 
and animals.
Jersey Devil Hunts are a perrenial favor-
ite for Pinelands explorers. This is a 
three-hour nocturnal adventure. We meet 
at a site in the heart of Pine Barrens, and 
start with a campfire. People bring hot 
dogs, marshmallows, and other snacks 
for the first half of the program, while 
we enjoy some live folk music. Then we 
relate the legend of New Jersey's most 
famous creature, and go on a mile-and-
a-half hike through the woods to see if 
we can find him. Jersey Devil Hunts are 
scheduled throughout the year.
Canoeing Piney Rivers is a great way to 
get familiar with the natural history of 
the Pine Barrens. We spend the whole 
day paddling down a characteristic river 
in the central forest. No matter how 
many times you may have done this 
kind of trip, there is always something 
new to discover and learn about. How 
many species of birds are nesting in the 
river corridor and surrounding uplands? 
How many species of turtles might we 
encounter? Which plants are blossom-
ing? Where does this "cedar water" 
come from? Choose from several dates 
scheduled.

The Father's Day Overnight Canoe Trip, 
June 19-20, is a popular annual event.  
This a leisurely trip, with plenty of time 
to investigate plants and animals en 
route to the campsite. Listen to tall tales 
and music at the campfire, and probably 
hear the local gang of Coyotes, along 
with the Whip-poor-wills, Barred Owls, 
and Pine Barrens Treefrogs. On day two 
we'll stop at a savanna and check out the 
Bog Asphodels.
The Big Swamp Cougar Hunt, June 26, 
is a great excuse to get into the most 
remote places of the Pinelands. This is 
a rugged trek; if there are any Cougars 
in South Jersey, they probably hang out 
mostly in places least visited by people. 
We explore places where people haven't 
left tracks for decades. We are bound to 
see evidence of all kinds of mammals, 
birds, reptiles, and amphibians. We'll 
also pay due attention to the botanical 
highlights.
The thrill of learning is a lifelong thrill. 
That's why PPA's Pinelands Adventures 
are designed to be not only fun and 
relaxing, but also educational. We look 
forward to spending some time with you 

S W I N G  I N T O  S P R I N G  W I T H  P I N E L A N D S  A D V E N T U R E S !
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by Russell Juelg

Hiking along the Skit Branch on a Pinelands Adventure

BERLIN ORDERED TO SHUT 
DOWN WELL  

In a major victory for the environ-
ment, the New Jersey Department of 
Environmental Protection has revoked 
the water allocation permit for Berlin 
Borough's well No. 12.  This is the well 
that was responsible for almost dry-
ing up a stream that flows into Marlton 
Lakes. PPA became aware of the problem 
approximately 3 years ago when resi-
dents of  Marlton Lakes reached out to 
PPA for help. Allowing this well to remain 
in operation, knowing that it would harm a 
federally threatened plant species (swamp 
pink), would have made a mockery of 
the Federal Endangered Species Act. The 
NJDEP made the difficult but right deci-
sion to shut down the well. 



to build unwanted development where 
nobody lives.  
The existing Garden State Parkway 
corridor is already designated and has 
lots of extra room.  In Eagleswood and 
Little Egg Harbor, the median between 
the north and southbound lanes is about 
400 feet wide—more than enough to 
hide the power line from motorists' 
view.  The Parkway already has dozens 
of power line poles and crossings, plus 
at least two cell towers.
It is not clear what position the Turnpike 
Authority, which controls the Garden 
State Parkway, will take on using the 
Parkway right of way.
As of the date of writing, the Board of 
Public Utilities (BPU) has not com-
mitted to one or another option.  The 
Pinelands Commission has not received 
a final application for the Southern 
Phase.  As with so many challenges 
for the Pinelands Plan, the ultimate 
responsibility lies with the Pinelands 
Commission to make clear to other 
agencies and Conectiv that it will not 
support a project that undermines the 
integrity of the Pinelands Plan.
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FA I R S & FE S T I VA L S

APRIL 23 - 24,  10 AM - 5 PM

EASTERN MOUNTAIN SPORTS

CLUB DAYS 
(NO PPA SALES!)

PRINCETON MARKET FAIR &       
THE PROMENADE AT MARLTON

APRIL 24,  10 AM - 5 PM

BAYFEST

SOMERS POINT

APRIL 24,  10 AM - 4 PM
WASHINGTON TOWNSHIP         

EARTH DAY CELEBRATION
WASHINGTON LAKE PARK

TURNERSVILLE

APRIL 25,  10 AM - 4 PM
ATLANTIC COUNTY UTILITIES 
AUTHORITY EARTH DAY 2004

HANNEMAN ENVIRONMENTAL PARK
EGG HARBOR TOWNSHIP

MAY 2,  12 - 4 PM
BURLINGTON COUNTY COLLEGE FUN 

FEST
PEMBERTON CAMPUS, PEMBERTON

MAY 16,  10 AM - 4 PM
OUTDOOR ADVENTURE EXPO

TURKEY SWAMP PARK       
FREEHOLD

JUNE 5,  10AM - 4 PM
BARNEGAT BAY FESTIVAL

BERKELEY ISLAND COUNTY PARK
BAYVILLE

JUNE 5 & 6,  10AM - 5 PM
DELAWARE BAY DAYS

HIGH STREET, BIVALVE (PORT NORRIS)

JUNE 13,  10AM - 4 PM

BURLINGTON COUNTY EARTH FAIR

SMITHVILLE PARK, EASTAMPTON

Stop by the PPA exhibit and check 

out our new merchandise!

USING SCIENCE TO PROTECT 
WETLANDS: MAKING SCIENCE 

AVAILABLE TO ALL  
May 19th, 2004, at Rider University, 

Lawrenceville.

Following the 8:30am - 2pm sympo-
sium, there will be a field trip to the 

Trenton-Hamilton-Bordentown Marsh.

Speakers: Joan Ehrenfeld, Mary 
Leck, Peter Jaffe, George Hawkins, 
Branden Johnson and a keynote by 

Dennis Whigham of the Smithsonian 
Environmental Research Center, plus a 
panel on the role of science in educat-
ing the public.  Designed for an audi-
ence of teachers, students, municipal 

officials and the public.

Registration information is available on 
the following websites: 

www.watershedinstitute.org
 www.marsh-friends.org.

EARTH DAY CLEANUP
Forked River Mountains 

April 18, 8:30am
Sponsored by the Forked River 

Mountain Coalition.
Contact 609 971-1635 to register.Westecunk Creek, where Conectiv proposes to cut a 

new right of way

ATTN: MIDDLE SCHOOL 
& HIGH SCHOOL             

       SCIENCE AND SOCIAL 
STUDIES TEACHERS

Pinelands Summer Teacher 
Institute

July 12-16, 2004
Call 609 894-8000 for details       

or check out             www.pine-
landsalliance.org



Part of our ongoing look at 
the Pinelands during the time 
John McPhee wrote The Pine 
Barrens, One Book NJ’s Book 
of the Year for 2004: 

The jetport controversy actually had its 
origin in post war population trends. 
Until the late 1940's the population of 
the United States was concentrated in 
the cities. After World War II there was 
explosive growth in population, number 
of households and the economy.  From 
1950 to about 1960 the population of 
New Jersey alone increased by about 25 
percent (1 million).  Most of this growth 
occurred outside of the older NJ/NY met-
ropolitan area. In addition, the shortening 
of the average work week after World 
War II gave people more leisure time to 
travel. The state recognized these popu-
lation/transportation trends and opened 
the first stretch of the Garden State 
Parkway in 1955. 
Eager to participate in post-war econom-
ic growth, Burlington County, during 
the mid 1950's, proposed that the Pine 
Barrens would make an ideal site for jet 
travel in the northeastern United States. 
By 1958 the county had preliminary 
plans for the international jetport, which 
called for consuming approximately 
16,000 acres within the 22,000 acres of 
Lebanon State Forest.  By 1965 the plan 
had expanded to be the largest airport 
in the world! Occupying 32,500 acres, 
it would cover more than four times the 
combined area of the then exiting three 
major New York-New Jersey airports. 
The plan also called for the creation of 
a New City that would become the third 
largest city in the state, with a population 
of 250,000 people. The jetport would 
have wiped out the pygmy forest south of 
Route 72 and New City would have been 
built in the Forked River Mountains.  The 
jetport would have consumed 51 square 
miles, with each runway 5 miles long and 
2 miles wide. Various environmental and 
conservation organizations, in addition to 
citizens groups, opposed the plan. 

By the end of 1969 the threat of a jetport 
in the Pine Barrens had evaporated. The 
airlines, the FAA, and the Port Authority 
had all rejected the plan.  Expansion 
of the existing three metropolitan air-
ports was in progress.  New technology 
soon permitted international jet flights 
to originate and terminate in cities west, 
north and south of New York. The New 
York-New Jersey area was no longer the 
only passageway to Europe. 
The jetport controversy focused national 
attention on the protection of the Pine 
Barrens. At the same time, John McPhee's 
book provided eloquent testimony in 
support of protecting the Pine Barrens. "I 
asked him what he thought of a plan that 
has been developed by Burlington and 
Ocean Counties to create a supersonic 
jetport in the pines, connected by a spur 
of the Garden State Parkway to a new 
city of two hundred and fifty thousand 
people, also in the pines. ‘They've been 
talking about that for three years, and 
they've never give up,’ Fred (Brown) 
said. ‘It'd be the end of these woods,’ Bill 
(Wasovwich) said. (see p. 12) 
In 1978, eleven years after the publica-
tion of The Pine Barrens, the Pineland 
National Reserve was designated by 
Congress. One year later, Governor 
Byrne issued Executive Order 71 that 
established a Pinelands Planning 
Commission and imposed temporary 
controls on development during the peri-
od in which a Pinelands management 
plan was being prepared.
PPA presentations about The Pine 
Barrens have been scheduled at the fol-
lowing public and county libraries:
April 13, Scotch Plains, 7pm
April 14, Jackson Township, 7pm
April 21, Point Pleasant Boro, 7pm
April 22, Toms River, 7pm
April 27, Medford Township, 7pm
April 29, Paramus, 7pm
May 4, Pemberton Township, 7pm
May 6, Bridgewater Twp., 11am / 7pm

May 8, Brick Township, 2pm
May 13, Lawrence Township, 7pm
May 14, Madison, 7pm
May 20, Westampton Township, 7pm
May 24, Princeton Library, 7pm
May 27, Cinnaminson , 7pm
Please contact PPA for more infor-
mation, to schedule a presentation, 
or to purchase copies of the book. 

Outside, on the pump housing, was a 
bright blue coffee tin full of priming 
water. I primed the pump and, before 
filling the jerry can, cupped my hands 
and drank. The water of the Pine 
Barrens is soft and pure, and there 
is so much of it that, like the forest 
above it, it is an incongruity in place 
and time. - The Pine Barrens by John 
McPhee

T H E  J E T P O R T  C O N T R O V E R S Y  B Y  R I C H  B I Z U B
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NOTE:  Names, addresses, and 
phone numbers are provided here for 
frequently mentioned event spon-
sors.  Please contact the sponsor of 
the event for full information and 
details of the event.  
Bayshore Discovery Project  (BDP). 
For information about events or the 
Schooner A.J. Meerwald, call  800-485-
3072, x100 or e-mail ajmeerwald@snip.
net
The Nature Conservancy (TNC).  Pine 
Barrens Office, 120-34 Whitesbog 
Road, Browns Mills. 609-735-2200, 
www.nature.org

Outdoor Club of South Jersey 
(OCSJ).  For complete lists of back-
packing, bicycling, canoeing and 
hiking activities, call 856-427-7777 
or check the web site: www.ocsj.org

Pinelands Preservation Alliance 
(PPA). 114 Hanover St., Pemberton. 
609-894-8000. www.pinelandsal-
liance.org. Offers a 10% discount on 
Pinelands Adventures programs to 
PPA members. 

South Jersey Canoe Club (SJCC). 
Web: www.geocities.com/southjer-
seycanoeclub. E-mail: southjerseyca
noeclub@yahoo.com

Whitesbog.  All events meet at the 
Whitesbog General Store.  Historic 
Whitesbog is located at mile marker 
13 on Rt. 530, southeast of  Browns 
Mills in Pemberton Township.  609-
893-4646, www.whitesbog.org.
Woodford Cedar Run Wildlife 
Refuge. 4 Sawmill Road, Medford, 
NJ 08055. 856 983-0326, www.
cedarrun.org.

Saturday, April 10 
Canoe the Nescochague River. Meet 
at 9am at Rt. 206 & entrance to 
Paradise Lake Campground, 4 miles 
south of Lake Atsion. Contact: Dick 
Parsells (856) 881-2846 or Fred 
Keepfer (856) 881-7910. SJCC.
Friday - Sunday, April 16 - 18
Batona Trail Hike. A guided, back-
packing tour of the entire 50-mile 
Batona Trail. Note: no regular 
access to “modern conveniences.” 
Campsites are primitive, but acces-
sible by car. We begin at 8 am, Day 
1, near Bass River SP, and end about 
6 pm on Day 3 at Ong’s Hat. On Day 
3, we enjoy the view from the Apple 
Pie Hill fire tower. Hike all, or part, 
or join the group at the campfire each 
night for old-time music and story-
telling. Bring hot dogs for Friday 
night, get friends to bring chili for 
the cook-off Saturday night. Music 
by the Sugar Sand Ramblers. Hikers 
$35, Evening Activities $10. Call 
609 894-8000. PPA.
Sunday, April 18
Earth Day Clean Up. The Forked 
River Mountain Coalition, in coop-
eration with the Ocean County parks 
Department and PPA, will conduct a 
spring cleanup of the area surround-
ing the Forked River Mountains for 
Earth Day. 8:30am. Contact 609 971-
1635 to pre-register. 

Earth Day Celebration. Help cel-
ebrate Earth Day at the Woodford 
Cedar Run Wildlife Refuge, with 
crafts, games, live animals and lots 
of hands-on activities. 1 - 4pm. Cost: 
$5 adults, $3 children two and up. 
Call 856 983-0326 for information. 
Woodford.
Saturday, April 24
Bonnet Island Cleanup.  Alliance 
for a Living Ocean will be holding 
it's annual Bonnet Island Cleanup at 
10:00am.  Volunteers will help clean 
the Bonnet Island portion of the 
Edwin B. Forsythe Wildlife Refuge, 
on Route 72 in Stafford Township 
and the 9th to 12th Street Boat Ramp 
area in Ship Bottom.  For more infor-
mation call (609) 492-0222. ALO.  
Canoe the Great Egg Harbor River. 
Rt. 54 to Weymouth Forge. Meet at 
9am Rt. 54 & Rt. 322 at the river. 
Contact: Howard Molisee (856) 691-
8609 or John Grassie (856) 778-
0889. SJCC.
Saturday, May 1
Moonlight Walk (Corn Planting 
Moon). A moonlight walk through 
the cranberry bogs. Meet at 7pm at 
the General Store. $5. Call 609 893-
4646 for details. Whitesbog.
Wednesday, May 5
Carranza Woods Hike. 6 - 8 miles. 
Easy pace. Loop hike to the bogs and 
back. Meet at Carranza at 9:00am. 
Contact 856 784-8104 for details. 
OCSJ.
Friday, May 7
Jersey Devil Hunt. We start with 
an old-fashioned campfire (bring 
your hot dogs & marshmallows!) We 
calm our nerves with some old-time 
music. Then we search the woods, 
cautiously, for that most infamous 
denizen of the Pine Barrens! $10. 
Call 609 894-8000. PPA.
Night Hike. 6 - 8 miles. Moderate 
to fast pace. Explore sand roads and 
trails of Brendan Byrne SF. Meet at 
7pm at Byrne SF campsites. Contact 
Alison and Mike Baker, 609 758-
4768. OCSJ.
Saturday - Sunday, May 8 - 9
Mother’s Day Campout. We’ll get 
out there early on Saturday, make 
camp, then spend the day hiking and 
learning about the Pinelands. When 
we get back to camp, we’ll have a 
good fire and some music and sto-
ries. Next morning, we go exploring 
after breakfast. $35. Mom or Dad 
come free with a son or daughter. 
Call 609 894-8000. PPA.
Saturday, May 8  
Canoe the Batsto River. Meet at 9am 
at Atsion ranger station on Rt. 206. 
Contact: Joan Sweet (856) 825-7116 
SJCC.
Sunday, May 9
Mother's Day Sail & Continental 
Breakfast. On the Schooner A.J. 
Meerwald, NJ’s Tall Ship. Depart 
from Bivalve. Treat Mom to a lei-
surely sail and continental breakfast, 
sailing out to experience the beauty 

of the Delaware Bay. 9am - 12noon.  
$15 Child/$30 Adult. For reserva-
tions or more information, please 
call 800-485-3072 x100. BDP.
Saturday, May 15
Oyster Sail & Oyster Raw Bar. On 
the Schooner A.J. Meerwald, NJ's 
Tall Ship. Depart from Bivalve. 
Learn about the history of the once 
prosperous oyster industry and view 
its remnants along the Maurice River 
and Delaware Bay. Feast on fresh 
oysters from the raw bar. 1pm - 4pm,  
$15 Child/$30 Adult. For reserva-
tions or more information, please 
call 800-485-3072 x100. BDP.
Canoeing Piney Rivers. A day-long 
naturalist tour of one of the beautiful 
and historic Pinelands rivers. Foliage 
and wildlife make this an exhilarat-
ing and memorable experience. A 
great introduction to the history and 
ecology of the Pine Barrens. $15 pre-
registration, plus $35 per canoe. Call 
609 894-8000. PPA.
Friday, May 21
Jersey Devil Hunt. (See May 7)
Saturday, May 22 
Canoeing Piney Rivers. (See May 
15)
Canoe the Maurice River. Willow 
Grove to Almond Road (Opt. take-
out: Sherman Ave). Meet at 9am at 
Garden Road & river, Brotmanville 
Exit #35 off Rt. 55 South. Contact: 
Hartley Tucker (856) 692-5403 or 
Carl Lampe (856) 794-2768. SJCC.
Sunday, May 23
Birding Sail & Continental Breakfast. 
On the Schooner A.J. Meerwald, 
NJ’s Tall Ship. Depart from Bivalve. 
View shorebirds and raptors while 
enjoying a light continental break-
fast. Birding experts will help 
identify birds. 8 am - 12noon, $15 
Child/$30 Adult. For reservations or 
more information, please call 800-
485-3072 x100. BDP.
Saturday, May 29
Canoe the Canals at Whitesbog. 
Through the bogs and waterways 
surrounding Whitesbog Village. 
Guided by Dave Orleans, Pinelands 
naturalist and storyteller. No rentals. 
Bring picnic lunch. Meet at 10am 
at General Store. $5. Call 609 893-
4646 for details. Whitesbog.
Monday, May 31 (Memorial Day)
Lighthouse Cruise & Continental 
Breakfast. On the Schooner A.J. 
Meerwald, NJ's Tall Ship. Depart 
from Bivalve. A five-hour cruise 
on the Delaware Bay to view three 
lighthouse-East Point, Miah Maull 
Shoal and Elbow of Cross Ledge. 
Bring a picnic lunch. 12 - 5 pm, $15 
Child/$30 Adult. For more informa-
tion, call 800-485-3072 x100. BDP.
If your organization is having an 
activity you would like to see listed 
contact Inside the Pinelands, 114 
Hanover Street, Pemberton, NJ 
08068; ph: 609-894-8000; e-mail 
mikeh@pinelandsalliance.org. Next 
deadline: May 5, 2004.
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